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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-19
The Gospel of God 
Romans 1:1-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The opening statement of the first chapter of Romans gives us sufficient basis for our introductory word. The statement reads thus: "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God." 

There are three things here plainly stated. 

1. Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ. The word means nothing less than a bond slave. It does not carry with it the thought of service for pay. It is the service rendered to a lord, and master. This is the only attitude which any real believer should take. If Christ is Lord and Master, then we are servants. If we are not servants, Christ is not our Lord. 

Servitude suggests obedience. If we are under our Lord, as a servant, we are called upon to go where He tells us to go; to do what He tells us to do; and to be what He tells us to be. The servant can never be above his Master. 

2. Paul was an Apostle of Jesus Christ. The word "Apostle" means "a sent one." A sent one, going forth under orders. 

When the Apostle Paul went to Damascus with letters of authority, he was the apostle of the Jewish Sanhedrin. When, afterward, he went forth with the Gospel of God, he was an Apostle of Jesus Christ. 

If we will examine our papers, we will find out, that we are commissioned of the Lord to go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 

3. Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God. He had but one thing to do, and that was to preach Christ. 

(1) Paul was not called to reformation. He had no message concerning world betterment. He was not in the "clean-up" business. He was not sent to teach the lost better manners. He was not commissioned to show people how to eat, and how to drink, and how to dress. 

(2) Paul was called to separation. When we think of the word "separation," we think of being separated from ; we may also think of being separated unto. If we are called to one thing, we are called from every other thing that, in the least, offsets the one thing to which we are called. 

Thus we contend that when Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God he was called out of every other effort, that was distinct from the Gospel of God, The Gospel is "the power of God" which saves, and there is no other gospel. Let us sacredly guard our separation unto that Gospel. 

I. THE GOSPEL OF GOD (Romans 1:1 ) 
1. A tendency to leave God out. Among faithful believers, and workers, there is a tendency, in teaching the Gospel, to eliminate God the Father, and to place all the emphasis upon God the Son. This is evidently wrong. 

God, Himself, so loved the world. He is the One of whom it is written: "God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

It is the long-suffering of God which waited in the days of Noah. 

It is God, who was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. The truth is, as we study the Word of God, we find that the Father was just as vitally connected in the work of the Gospel, as was the Son. 

God, the Holy Ghost, is also indispensable to the Gospel. Every believer is born from above, regenerated by the Spirit. 

It is written: "I will send Him unto you. And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." The Gospel, apart from God the Spirit, would be altogether ineffective. 

Let us, therefore, be careful in preaching not to centralize in our precious Lord and Saviour, to the elimination of God the Father, and God the Spirit. 

2. Wherein the Gospel, is the Gospel of God. The Gospel is the Gospel of God, because the Gospel was purposed by God. He originated the plan of redemption. 

Before the foundation of the world, the Lord God chose us, in Christ, "that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love." 

Back in eternity the Father predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. 

The Gospel is the Gospel of God, in the second place, because God sent Christ to be the Saviour of the world. The truth is that God is behind everything relative to the Gospel. Therefore, the Gospel is God's Gospel. 

II. THE SON OF GOD (Romans 1:4 ) 
1. The message of the Gospel is about the Son of God. 

This is the testimony of the Old Testament Prophets. The first half of the Bible is full of the message of redemption, which is in Christ Jesus. It has been truly said, that God's son, our Lord Jesus Christ, is the core of the whole Bible, Take the Prophet Isaiah the Lord Jesus Christ is his one great theme. He is the Lamb, led forth to the slaughter; the Man of Sorrows and acquainted with griefs. He is the One whose soul is made an offering for sin; the One who was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. It is He who shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied. So, throughout the Bible, the Gospel of God centers in the Son of God. 

2. The message of the Gospel is about One who is declared to be the Son of God. The modernist may endeavor to make Him the Son of Joseph. He may seek to humanize Him, and to drag Him down from His Deity. However, it is written that He is "declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." 

He who stands at the empty tomb, stands recognizing the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. His resurrection is certified by many infallible proofs; and the certainty of His resurrection certifies Christ as the Son of God. 

God would never have raised an impostor from the grave. God would never have placed an impostor at His own right hand. God would never have accorded an impostor with all authority and power. 

Thus it is that we thank God, that the Gospel of God, centers in the Son of God who was made of the seed of David, according to the flesh, that He might have Blood to shed; but, who was declared, in His resurrection, to be the Son of God with power. In these remarkable words all the glory of the Virgin Birth is restated in unmistakable terms. 

III. THE POWER OF GOD (Romans 1:16 ) 
The Apostle said: "For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 

1. The Gospel of God, is also the Gospel of Christ. It is the Gospel of God in the sense that God originated it, purposed it, and planned it; it is the Gospel of Christ, because He is the message of the Gospel, and He also is the heart of the Gospel, 

2. The Gospel of God and of Christ is the power of God. There is nothing weak about the Gospel. There are some who want to call salvation a childish affair; or, something that is good alone for the women. 

The Bible proclaims the Gospel as the power of God, in the salvation of every believer. It was no small matter, which God undertook, in Christ, in behalf of lost sinners. 

If we want to see the scope and power of the Gospel of salvation, we must first go down into the depths of sin, yea, into the depths of hell to which sin carries the unbeliever. 

3. The Gospel of God which is the power of God, brings salvation to the believer. Everyone may be saved. There is sufficiency of power in the Gospel, not only to save the greatest sinner, but to save every sinner. However, that power does not operate until faith operates. 

We have sometimes used the story of the streetcar. There is plenty of power passing through the wires, but those wires must be contacted by the touch of the trolley, before the streetcar can move. Faith is the trolley. 

IV. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD (Romans 1:17 ) 
1. The Gospel of God contains the righteousness of God. Our text says, concerning the Gospel: "For therein is the righteousness of God revealed." 

The thing which God had to face, was how He could be just, and yet pardon the guilty. We must remember that when God purposed redemption He had to sustain the dignity of His holy laws; uphold His own righteousness; and remove every legal obstacle to man's redemption. 

All of this was accomplished through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus was made "sin for us, * * that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

He took our sins, paid their penalty, and suffered, the Just for the unjust. 

We must never think that God merely got sorry for the sinner, and decided to overlook his sins. 

We must never imagine that God, in any way, failed to sustain His own inherent righteousness, and holiness, and justice, in the salvation of the lost. God remained righteous, and yet received into His own presence chamber, by the way of the Cross, those who were unrighteous. 

2. The Gospel of God imparts the righteousness of God. Not only did God sustain His righteousness in the Gospel; but He made the sinner who believed, righteous. 

The Cross of Christ not only sees Jesus suffering for our sins and carrying them away, but it sees God imputing unto us the righteousness of God. 

The believing sinner stands before God through the Blood of the Cross, as sinless. There is not one stain of his sin left upon him. God not only forgets his sin, and blots out his sin, and puts his sin behind His own back, but God, also, makes the sinner white. It is written: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow." 

It was this imputed righteousness of God, of which Paul spake when he said that he wanted to stand before God "not having mine own righteousness, which is of the Law, * * but * * the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

V. THE WRATH OF GOD (Romans 1:18 ) 
Our eighteenth verse reads thus: "For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." 

1. The reason for the Gospel of God. We started this study with the Gospel of God. We discovered that that Gospel was concerning the Son of God. Next, we learned that the Gospel of God was the power of God conveying to the believer the righteousness of God. We now discover the reason for the Gospel the necessity of the Gospel. The Gospel was necessary because the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. 

God found it necessary to condemn every ungodly man. His inherent holiness and righteousness, made necessary His wrath against unholiness and unrighteousness. For this cause, God sent forth the good news of salvation. When men, therefore, come and hide beneath the wings of the Gospel, they cannot be touched by the wrath of God. The man Christ Jesus becomes a covert from the storm. 

It is written: "God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

2. Those who reject the Gospel remain under wrath. "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not * * the wrath of God abideth on him." There are many today who refuse to believe in the wrath of God. They vainly imagine that somehow or other, God will manage to get all men into Heaven. 

The Second Coming of Christ, in its attitude to those who have refused to hold the truth in righteousness, is thus described: "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven * * in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of pur Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord." 

VI. THE GLORY OF GOD (Romans 1:23 ) 
1. Sin's terrible attempt. The men who hold down the Gospel of God, and reject the righteousness of God by faith, will press on and on in their sins. They "became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man." 

The Book of Jude describes the men of the last days, as "ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." In the same Book, the saints are urged to worship "the only wise God our Saviour"; and to give Him "glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever." 

This is the day in which men do not like to retain God in their knowledge. They continue to blaspheme Him with their lips, and repudiate Him in their lives. It is for this cause that God gives men over to a reprobate mind. 

2. The result of refusing to glorify God. When men glorify God and worship Him, exalting Him as a Lord and Saviour, they are acceptable before Him. When men glorify Him not as God, neither are thankful; they soon become filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, etc. 

There is a little verse that says: "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 

It is not difficult to discern between the godly, and the ungodly. The former delight in singing the coronation hymn, crowning Christ, Lord of All. The latter glory only in men; they glory in the flesh; and they have no place in their hearts, or in their lips, to glorify the Lord. 

VII. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD (Romans 1:32 ; Romans 2:2-3 ; Romans 2:5 ) 
1. God judges the ungodly as worthy of death. The same Christ who said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," said, also, "And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments." 

The man who accepts the Gospel, is saved from the wrath to come, inasmuch as God's wrath against his sin, fell on Christ. 

The man who rejects the Gospel refuses to enter the covert of safety, and leaves himself exposed to the wrath of God. 

2. God warns the wicked of false hopes. He says: "And thinkest thou this, O man, * * that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?" The very next verse says: "Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" 

It is utter madness for any unsaved man to spurn the grace of God, and yet to imagine that he can withal escape the judgment of God. 

3. The judgment of God irretrievably falls upon the hard and impenitent heart. The wicked who refuse mercy, spurn the Spirit's call; turn away from the love of God. They will, therefore, find their hearts daily growing harder and more impenitent. Such men are treasuring up, unto themselves, wrath against the day of wrath. 

4. God's judgments against the wicked are righteous. Our God cannot overlook sin. He will render to every man, according to his deeds. To those who are contentious, and obey not the truth, He will render "indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish." 

In that great-white-throne judgment day, God will open the books of record. He who has rejected Christ will be damned; then, every one of the damned, will be judged according to the things which are written in the books. 

Men may mock at the wrath of God, and decry the judgment of God, nevertheless, it is written: "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." It is also written "the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever, and ever: and they have no rest day nor night." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"As a result of a wager to test the skepticism of the British public, a man disguised as a peddler appeared in the streets of London and offered genuine five-pound notes for a penny each. Although he offered these extraordinary bargains for an hour, flourishing the notes in his hand and crying, 'Five-pound notes for a penny each,' even permitting people to examine them, the peddler sold only two. It appeared to be too good an offer to be true. It suggests to us the query, 'Is the Gospel too cheap?' Our answer is that it is offered freely without money yet a man must give himself and his life in return for it. Then the price of our redemption was the suffering on Calvary. While it is offered freely, and every one is urged to come and partake of it, we must never forget the price paid was not silver or gold, but the 'precious Blood of Christ.' " 

Verse 32
The Wrath and Judgments of God 
Romans 1:32 ; Romans 2:1-12 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As we listen to the pulsings of twentieth century thought, we find that God is not only being denied by many, but his wrath against unrighteousness and His judgments against sin are being generally set aside by the ungodly. 

A study of the Word of God reveals that God's love and goodness in no sense lessens the severity of His judgment against the ungodly. 

Grace does not make justice negligible; it rather makes it more severe. Love does not make sin less sinful, nor does it make sin's punishment less severe. Mercy in no wise lessens wrath. 

What grace does, is to make God's love operative by sustaining every legal demand of the Law for righteousness, by the death of a Substitute. Grace transferred wrath from the sinner to the Saviour. Grace not only sustained the Law, but it fully met the righteous judgments of God against the sinner for his sins, by placing stripes due the ungodly upon the God-sent Son. 

He who mocks at the righteousness of God's wrath, and the honor of God's judgments, should stop at the Cross and behold the agonies of the Son of God, as He went His weary way around the cycle of His sufferings, the Just dying for the unjust. 

He who denies hell, would make Heaven impossible; for Christ's descent into hades only makes the believer's ascent into Heaven possible. 

When the world believes that there is no judgment for sin; no punishment for the wicked then sin will run riot on the earth. "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 

The wicked have set themselves against faith in any Divine justice ever overtaking them; they have tried to persuade themselves that God doth not know, or that if He does know, He is good and does not punish the guilty; yet these same wicked men have never failed to call down judgment on the heads of those who sin against themselves. 

If law, judgment, and punishment is removed from any land, red-handed murder and repine will rule the day. 

We will bring out various aspects of God's wrath and of His judgments against sin, which should help students to understand better some things we may not have considered from God's viewpoint. 

Hasten, sinner, to be blest! 

Stay not for the morrow's sun, 

Lest perdition thee arrest, 

Ere the morrow is begun. 

I. THE FACT OF GOD'S WRATH (Romans 1:18 ) 
The wrath of God against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men is not a matter of conjecture, and of discussion pro and cons for it is a revealed wrath. This is the statement of our text. 

The preceding verse says that the "righteousness" of God is also revealed in the Gospel of Christ. In Romans 1:20 God's eternal power and Godhead is said to be clearly seen, so that also is revealed. 

The man who rebels against the revelation of God's wrath as set forth in Romans 1:18 , must of necessity, therefore, rebel against God's righteousness, and even against God's eternal power and Godhead. 

There is no room for finding fault because God has revealed His wrath. It is fact and not fancy. It is impossible for men to live in ungodliness that is, a wrong relationship with God: and in unrighteousness that is, with wrong relationships toward men, without meriting the wrath of God. 

All down through the ages God has manifested His wrath against sin, whether it be sin toward God or sin toward man. In the very beginning God's wrath fell on Adam and he was expelled from the garden. Cain came next under the wrath of God and he cried, "My punishment is greater than I can bear." Soon the whole world became evil and was corrupted before God and it was overthrown with the flood. The Tower of Babel, the mark of man's vaulted pride was cast down; the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown; the Egyptians were drowned in the Red Sea; the seven nations dwelling in the land of Canaan with the cup of their iniquity full were destroyed, and thus the wrath of God swept on and still it sweeps. 

Our theme is correct for God's wrath is a fact and not a fancy. Men cannot live as they list, giving vent to every desire of the flesh, without paying the penalty thereof. 

The hand of God is still writing our judgment and condemnation on the wall. 

So our deeds are recorded 

There's a Hand that's writing now: 

Sinner, give your heart to Jesus 

To His royal mandate bow; 

For the day is approaching 

It must come to one and all, 

When the sinner's condemnation 

Will be written on the wall. 

II. THE WORKERS OF INIQUITY ARE INEXCUSABLE (Romans 1:20 ; Romans 2:1 ) 
The world is full of excuses. Cain was one of the first to excuse his sin by saying, "Am I my brother's keeper?" There is scarcely a sin toward God or man, be it ever so vile, but what man will seek to excuse himself. Our first verse says that men are without excuse. Our second verse says, "Thou art inexcusable, O man." 

The wicked may proclaim that their wicked deeds cannot be avoided, but God says, "They are without excuse." One man says that his fiery temper and uncontrollable wrath was inherited from his parents, but God says, "Thou art inexcusable." Another man says that the lusts of the flesh were dominant in his nature and that he could not but yield to their desire, but God says that he is without excuse. Man says that he did not know any better, that his sins are sins of ignorance, but God says that he cannot thus excuse himself. 

No matter what power sin may have in the life of any of the ungodly; no matter what sway of the world; no matter what power of Satan; the sinner is without excuse because God has provided a way of escape from all of these. 

Why should man continue in sin, or remain a dupe and slave to sin's power, when the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth a Gospel that saves from these very things. 

"For the Lion of Judah shall break every chain, 

And give us the victory again and again." 

Even the heathen, who have never known of the Gospel are without excuse, because they have not lived according to the light which they possess. When they knew God they glorified Him not as God neither were thankful. The very ignorance in which they now dwell is due to the fact that when they professed themselves to be wise, they became fools. When they changed His glory into an image made like corruptible man, and to birds and four-footed beasts and creeping things. When they had the truth of God, they changed it into a lie, and worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator. 

The world cannot plead that it did not know that the wrath of God was revealed against sin, ungodliness and unrighteousness of man, because the wreckage of God's judgment has covered the world with its debris. 

There is no excuse that men can bring in honor because God has dealt fairly and squarely and above board with all sin and iniquity. 

Look unto Me, and be ye saved! 

Look, men of nations all; 

Look, rich and poor; look, old and young; 

Look sinners, great and small! 

Look unto Him, and be ye saved! 

O weary, troubled soul, 

Oh, look to Jesus while you may; 

One look will make thee whole! 

III. THE WICKED ARE WORTHY OF DEATH (Romans 1:32 ) 
We have just been noticing the fact that man is inexcusable for his sin. We are now to consider that man is worthy of the judgment which God places upon him. If man had the least excuse for sinning just to that extent God's judgment would not be just. The opposite is also true. If the wicked are worthy of death, they are necessarily without excuse in their sins. 

The Bible teaches that death is the wages of sin. A man is reaping no more than what he has sown. According to this, the sinner so to speak, is the author of his own destruction. He, himself, gathers the fuel to feed the fire which shall for ever torment his soul. He sows the seed of the maddened brain; he plants the germ that develops the woes and the miseries, the gnashing of teeth and the wailing of hopeless despair. 

The wicked are worthy of death. They are receiving no more than their due. They are only being paid for their deeds. God does not have any pleasure in the death of the wicked. He would that all men everywhere should repent. He is not a tyrant who with ruthless rage casts the just to the tormentors. He, even goes so far as to open the door of hope in the valley of Achor. He offers salvation by the way of the Cross to the vilest of the vile. 

Man is worthy of death because man has rejected proffers of mercy. He has spurned the opportunity of righteousness. He has given a deaf ear to the call of the Gospel. 

Instead of heeding what he hears, he has given himself over to unrighteousness, being filled with fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful. Men who live in these things are worthy of death. 

IV. GOD'S JUDGMENTS CANNOT BE ESCAPED (Romans 2:3 ) 
The argument as God has given it to us is steadily mounting up. The net is being more tightly drawn, and the sinner is being more surely entangled in his unrighteousness. Sometimes the sinner will recognize that he is inexcusable, he will even concede that he is worthy of death, and yet he will seek to escape his just punishment. 

There are criminals all over the land who have evaded justice. There are men everywhere who are trying to hide their sins. Men need, however, to know that they cannot deceive God. 

Where can the sinner go, that God will not find him? God has said, "Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down." All things which a man doeth, and all things which a man is in his heart, are naked and open unto Him with whom we have to do. 

Our Lord looks down from Heaven and all things are before His eye. He knows our downsitting and our uprising. He understands our thoughts afar off. Our God is acquainted with all our ways. There is not a word in our tongue but what He knows it altogether. How can men hide from God? for He has beset them behind and before. Where may men fly from His Spirit? or where may they hide from His presence? Listen to the Word of God, "If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee: but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb" (Psalms 139:8-13 ). 

It is useless to evade the issue. The wicked must stand before the Great White Throne and face the records of their lives. They cannot escape meeting God. 

Where will you spend Eternity 

Those years that have no end? 

Will it be where you are debarred 

Ever to know and see the Lord? 

Ever to have His great reward? 

V. THERE IS A SET DAY OF WRATH (Romans 2:5 ; Romans 2:16 ) 
In the fifth verse we read that man is treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. In the sixteenth verse we read that there is a day when God shall judge the secrets of men. 

1. This is the day of grace. We are convinced that God frequently judges unrighteousness now, and sends terrific manifestations of wrath, but these are no more than suggestive of the great sorrow and travail which awaits the wicked. 

In this age for the most part, God is allowing men to reap no more than the wreckage which his own sin now involves. God is now calling men to repentance. God is now proffering grace. Heralders of the Gospel are being commanded to go to the ends of the world and to preach to every creature the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Songs of salvation are being sung. Altar calls are being made, the Holy Spirit is striving with men. We can still say, "Behold, now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation." 

When Christ entered Nazareth, He said in the Temple, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor." He was reading from the Prophet Isaiah and He read on through the most gracious of words until He came to the expression "and the day of vengeance of our God." Before He read these latter words, He suddenly stopped, and said, of the words which He had just spoken, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." He did not read the statement concerning the day of vengeance because He knew that that day of vengeance had not yet come. 

2. The day of vengeance and of judgment is a set day. The angel of God's grace who has hastened before giving proffers of mercy and of salvation must soon step aside, that the angel of His wrath may unsheath his sword. 

Time is gliding swiftly by, 

Death and judgment draweth nigh, 

To the arms of Jesus fly: 

Be in time! 

Oh, I pray you count the cost, 

Ere the fatal line be crossed, 

And your soul in hell be lost: 

Be in time! 

Sinner, heed the warning voice, 

Make the Lord your final choice, 

Then all heaven will rejoice: 

Be in time! 

Come from darkness into light; 

Come, let Jesus make you right; 

Come, and start for Heaven tonight, 

Be in time! 

VI. WRATH IS INCREASED BY KNOWLEDGE (Romans 1:19 ; Romans 1:21 ; Romans 1:32 ) 
It was because that, when men knew God, yet glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, that God gave them up. If man had been ignorant and had not known God it would have been different. However, man not only knew God but He also knew the judgment of God. 

If no ray of light, revealing God both in grace and in judgment, had ever come to man, sin had not been reckoned against him. 

That which makes sin exceedingly sinful is its willfulness; its stubborn refusal to accept the right. 

It is because men love darkness rather than light that their darkness is made the darker; it is because men refuse righteousness that God gives them up to iniquity. He who knew not his master's will and did it not was beaten with few stripes. While he who knew his master's will and did it not was beaten with many stripes. 

In the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for Chorazin and Bethsaida for, "if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." 

In the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for Capernaum, not but that Sodom was morally more vile, but that Capernaum had been exalted unto Heaven by the presence, the words, and the miracle working of the Son of God, which Sodom had never known. Christ said to Capernaum, "If the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been in Sodom, it would have remained until this day." 

Sinners who live in this day of grace with the blazing light of the glory of God's grace bursting full around them should beware lest they by their refusal are treasuring up unto themselves wrath against the day of wrath. In the silent midnight watches, 

List thy bosom's door! 

How it knocketh, knocketh, knocketh, 

Knocketh evermore! 

Say not 'tis thy pulse is beating 

'Tis thy heart of sin; 

'Tis thy Saviour knocks, and crieth, 

"Rise, and let Me in!" 

Death comes down with reckless footsteps 

To the hall and hut; 

Think you death will tarry knocking 

When the door is shut? 

Jesus waiteth, waiteth, waiteth; 

But the door is fast: 

Grieved, away thy Saviour goeth, 

Death breaks in at last. 

Then 'tis time to stand entreating 

Christ to let thee in; 

At the gate of Heaven beating, 

Wailing for thy sin! 

Nay! alas, thou guilty creature. 

Hast thou then forgot? 

Jesus waited long to know thee, 

Now He knows thee not! 

VII. THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE RIGHTEOUS ALTOGETHER (Romans 2:2 ; Romans 2:5 ) 
The day of wrath of which we have just heard will bring forth the revelation of the righteous judgment of God. God's judgments will be according to truth. 

At the Great White Throne no sinner will be able to say that he got more than his dues, nor will he receive less. Those who are contentious and obey not the truth but obey unrighteousness will receive indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish. Mark the word, this will befall every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gentile. 

All the wicked, all unbelievers, all the fearful and the abominable and murderers will have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, and yet all shall receive according to the sins done in the body. 

When the dead small and great stand before God, the Books which carry the records of their earth deeds will be opened, and every man will be judged out of those things which were written in the Book according to their works. 

When death and hell are cast into the lake of fire, and God's judgments are completed, there will be no room for disputes and no reasons for an appeal to a higher court. God's judgments are not only final but they are eternally just. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
IN A RING OF FIRE 

An ungodly European was once trying to convince a convert in India that his religion was of no use, and that he never would be any the better for it. "What, after all," said the scoffer, "has your Jesus done for you?" 

"He has saved me!" said the native, with great animation: "He has saved me!" 

"And what is that?" said the European. 

"Step with me to the door," was the reply, "and I will show you." So saying, he took him outside of the house, picked up a quantity of dry leaves and straw (of which there were plenty close at hand), and made a large circle of them. He then sought for a worm; and, having found one, he placed it in the center of the ring. Forthwith he applied a lighted match to the material that surrounded it, the scoffer looking on all the time with no little astonishment. As the heat of the fire approached the poor worm, it began to writhe and show symptoms of distress, but could not get out of the burning ring. The man darted his hand through the smoke, plucked the worm out of its dangerous position, and placed it on the green grass, out of reach of all danger. 

"There," said he, "that is what the blessed Jesus has done for me: I was exposed to the flames of hell there was no possibility of escape; I was condemned and ready to perish, and He rescued me by dying for my sins, thus snatching me as a brand from the burning; and He has given me, a poor dying worm, a place near His heart," 

Can you thus speak of yourself as saved fay the death of Jesus? Are you able to say, like the poor native, "He has saved me"? It not, we entreat you to come now, as a sinner, to Jesus, who is at the right hand of the Majesty on high, and He will give you rest. Take shelter in His blood, and you will be cleansed from sin, and delivered from the wrath to come. 

"When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6 ). 

"Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom" (Job 33:24 ). 

"Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isaiah 38:17 ). 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-10
The Sinful Heart 
Romans 2:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. God's X-ray picture of the human heart. At the close of the first chapter of Romans, there is such a graphic description of the heart of sin, that we can scarcely refrain from using it as an introduction to our study in the second chapter of Romans. 

(1) God describes the heart in the Old Testament along the same line, when He says: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" 

(2) In the New Testament, in Romans, we have this plain fact demonstrated, that God knows the heart, and knows how to describe it. He says: "Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness," etc. Turn to Romans 1:29-31 and read for yourself the full description. 

(3) The human heart as seen by its actions. This is set forth in Romans 3:1-31 . The wicked, "They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable: * * with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: their feet are swift to shed blood." 

(4) Our Lord's own description of the hitman heart. Christ said: "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies." 

(5) To the above four descriptions, we add a fifth. In Galatians it is written: "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like." 

2. What God's X-ray pictures suggest. 
(1) They suggest that there is nothing in a man which can merit redemption. The heart of sin cannot make a plea to God for redemption, on the basis of its own inherent purity. There is only one way that the sinner can come to God, that way is by the acknowledgment of his sin. 

(2) They suggest the impossibility of the heart of sin producing righteousness. An evil heart cannot bring forth good fruit, any more than a corrupt tree could bring forth good fruit. It is impossible for a bitter fountain to emit sweet water. It is just as impossible for those accustomed to doing evil, to learn to do good. The only hope of a sinner lies in regeneration not in reformation. 

(3) They suggest that one sinner cannot sit in judgment and condemn another sinner. This is true, for the simple reason that all have sinned. The pot, dare not call the kettle black; the hunchback, dare not point the finger of scorn at the stoop shouldered. If a sinner rises up to condemn another sinner; in the same breath, he condemns himself, for he is doing the same things. 

(4) They suggest that. God's judgment against the ungodly is altogether righteous. There is nothing left for a holy God to do, than to refuse the unholy the right to His sacred presence; there is nothing else that a holy God can do than to refuse the guilty, a shadow of comfort at the judgment. 

It is for this reason that the Holy Spirit in Romans 2:3 says: "Thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?" 

(5) They suggest and anticipate the fiat of God's righteous judgment as expressed in Romans 3:19 : "That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." They suggest, also, the truth of the statement of the next verse, "Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight." 

I. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS (Romans 2:2 ) 
In our last study we spoke briefly of the judgments of God. We wish now to emphasize a distinctive phase of those judgments. 

1. God's judgments are according to truth. 
(1) This is made possible by God's all knowledge. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. When we are judged in an earthly court, witnesses both for and against the criminal, are brought forth. The judge, or the jury, know nothing of the situation excepting what is presented in the court. For this cause much judgment is not according to truth. 

Men judge from outward appearances, they judge from hearsay, they judge from reports; God looks upon the heart, He knows what is in a man, He knows our down-sitting and our uprising, He understands our thoughts afar off. 

(2) This is made possible because God is Truth. He can judge according to the truth, because He, Himself, is Truth, and is true. The Judge of all the earth, cannot do ought but right 

2. God's judgments are based upon what we have done. He renders to both saints and sinners, according to their deeds. We are not saved by our works, nor lost by our works. We are saved by grace, and we are lost because we reject the Son of God. 

We who are saved are judged according to our works, whether they be good or bad. Our judgment will take place in the air at the Second Coming of Christ. 

The unsaved are likewise judged according to their works. When the white throne judgment is set, and the wicked dead are raised, the books will be opened and the dead will be judged out of those things which are written in the books, according to their works. 

3. No one living can by any means escape the judgments of God. Of the righteous, it is written: "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ"; again, it is written, "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God." 

The same necessity is thrust upon the ungodly. 

II. A DESCRIPTION OF THE TENDER HEART OF GOD (Romans 2:4 ) 
It seems almost passing wonderful, that, in the midst of the verses in Romans 2:1-29 , which describe man's inexcusable-ness in his sin, and God's dire judgment against his sin, we should find a verse of such tender and compassionate love. It is as though in a wilderness overgrown with thorns and thistles, we should find the most glorious of rose bushes, in full bloom. 

Here is the verse which nestles so strangely, and yet so majestically, in the midst of the thunderings of wrath: "Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" 

1. The goodness of God. God is good. His goodness never shines so brilliantly as when it is displayed over against the dark picture of man's badness. 

God is not only good, but He is rich in goodness. We think of the story of David and how he sent to the place of no pasture, and brought Mephibosheth to his palace. Even so, God hath sent forth His Spirit into the world, calling upon sinners to come under the touch and sway of His love. 

2. The forbearance of God. When we think of God's forbearance, we think of how He has kept back His judgments against the sinner, giving him every opportunity to turn from his sin and to repent. Surely love beareth all things, and is kind. Love never faileth. 

3. The longsuffering of God. This attribute of Deity is more than goodness and forbearance, it is both of these throughout a long period of time. 
We read that "the longsuffering of God waited * * while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water." 

The earth certainly could not have been any more corrupted, than it was; the hearts of men could not have been any harder, than were theirs; and yet, God waited and waited. 

III. A DESCRIPTION OF THE HARD AND IMPENITENT HEART (Romans 2:5 ) 
If God's goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering was made to glow with added glory, as it was thrown over against the picture of a sinful heart; so, also, does the picture of the hard and impenitent heart of a sinner, stand forth when it is thrown over against the goodness, forbearance, and long-suffering of God. 

1. Sin is augmented, when grace is refused. At best the sinful heart is bad; but, when love and mercy and grace throw open to a sinful life the possibility of salvation, then with that salvation refused, the sinful heart takes upon itself the character of adamant. How hard is that heart that rejects mercy. 

If the table had not been set, and the invitation, come and dine, had not been sent forth; then, the one who died in hunger could be pitied. When, however, all things are prepared, and the feast is ready with a cordial invitation extended to all; the one who dies of starvation, is to be condemned, rather than pitied. 

2. Sin's final picture. We have already studied God's X-ray of the human heart. We have yet this further message to consider. 

(1) The hard heart. A heart is hard, when it is untouched and unmoved by the Calvary anguish of the Son of God. A heart is hard, when it is impervious to the nail prints, the thorn-crowned brow, and the plea, "Father, forgive them." 

(2) The impenitent heart. The heart is impenitent, when, in its hardness, it refuses the Saviour's plea, the Spirit's call, and the admonition of the ministers of God. 

IV. GOD'S CALL TO REPENTANCE (Romans 2:4 , l.c) 
1. The call to repentance is the call of the whole Bible. There are some, today, who are claiming that repentance holds no part, and has no place in the salvation of a lost sinner. To this we cannot agree. 

(1) At Pentecost when the people said: "What shall we do?" Peter cried, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you." Repentance certainly had its place in this the first hour of the Church's existence. 

(2) We pass rapidly on to the heart of Paul's ministry. It was at Athens that Paul cried out, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent." 
(3) In giving instructions to young Timothy the Apostle Paul in the Holy Ghost said: "The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, * * if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth." 

(4) The Apostle Peter in his Second Epistle said: "That God was not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." 

(5) When Paul summed up his ministry and how he taught publicly from house to house, he said that he testified: "Both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." He also commanded that repentance should be preached. 

2. The call to repentance means, primarily, a new way of thinking about sin and about God, which is followed by a new way of action. The sinner, seeing himself a sinner, turns away from his sins, at the same time he turns in faith unto the Lord Jesus, as the One who saves him from his sins. 

Leaving our sins cannot save us; however, those who are saved, are saved away from their sins. It is necessary to come out of the world in order to come into the spiritual life. It is necessary to come out of sin in order to come into salvation. 

V. THE LOT OF THE SAVED AND THE LOST CONTRASTED (Romans 2:6-10 ) 
1. The rewards of the saved. Those who have turned from sin, and unto God; those who have accepted the Gospel of God concerning the Son of God, which is the power of God unto salvation, as set forth in the first chapter of Romans; will, according to Romans 2:6 , stand before God to receive the things done in their bodies. Romans 2:6 says: "Who will render to every man according to his deeds." 

"To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life." In Romans 2:10 , these words are added: "But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good." 

Let us remember that our "God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love." 

2. The rewards of the unsaved. We now come to those who have despised the riches of God's goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering. We come to those who have hardened their hearts, and stiffened their necks, even to the impenitent. God says of these, whom He calls the "contentious," and, those "who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness"; that He will render "indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil." 

3. There is a distinction between rewards. There are some people who are ever ready to acclaim the truth of rewards to saints; who are just as ready to disclaim the truth of God's rewards to the wicked. 

The same Bible and the same Spirit which says that the righteous will go into life everlasting, acclaims that the wicked will be cast into hell. 

The same Spirit who describes the abode of the righteous, as everlasting; acclaims the abode of the wicked, as everlasting. 
VI. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE REDEEMED (Romans 2:7 ) 
Our verse says: "To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality." 

1. The redeemed are not, herein, trying to be saved by works. The fact that the redeemed are seeking for such a high, and holy quest, doth not, in the least, suggest that they are trying to seek salvation by any other method than by grace through faith in the Blood of Christ. 

Paul speaks of seeking to win Christ, and yet Paul was saved. 

Paul speaks of so running that he might attain; and yet Paul knew whom he believed, and that He (Christ) was able to keep that which he had committed unto Him against that day. 

Paul speaks of pressing forward to the prize that lay before, and yet Paul knew he was redeemed. 

2. What then is the believer's quest? 
(1) He is seeking for glory. A great vision is stored away in that one word, "glory." God, is the Father of glory; the Spirit, is the Spirit of Glory; Jesus Christ, is the Lord of glory. When Christ comes He comes in the glory of His Father, and of the holy angels. 

The Millennial Kingdom, is a kingdom of glory. The New Jerusalem which lies beyond the Millennial Kingdom, will be a city of glory. The glory and honor of the nations, will be brought into it. The City is described as having the glory of God. It is also said: "For the glory of God did lighten it." 

Saints are pressing forward that they may be enthroned with Christ, in the midst of His glory. 

(2) He is seeking for honor. The Word of God tells us that some of those who run will be rejected, while others will receive the incorruptible crown. Paul then admonishes, "So run, that ye may obtain." 

Let us remember there are some who will stand before Jesus Christ disapproved, castaways. Some will draw back from before Him at His Coming. Enlightened saints seek for glory and honor. 

3. He is seeking for immortality. Immortality in the Scriptures refers to the body. The Apostle Paul, in the Spirit, gives us his own quest. When speaking of his ambition, he says: "Not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life." Then the Apostle adds: "Now He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of His Spirit." 

With all of this before Paul, he said: "Wherefore we labour that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him." 

VII. THE FINALITIES OF THE UNREDEEMED (Romans 2:8-9 ) 
Whatever we may believe about hell, there are certain things which are plainly taught in the Word of God. 

1. Hell will be a place of indignation and wrath. Upon the wicked, God will pour forth His judgments. Hell is called, in this chapter, "The day of wrath." The Lord Jesus Christ is described in His Second Coming as coming "in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

2. Hell will be a place of tribulation and anguish. 
God never overpaints His pictures. 

The same verse we quoted a moment ago, likewise says: that when the Lord comes "in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, * * who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power." 

John, in the Apocalypse, speaks of the wicked who "worship the beast * * and receive his mark * *. The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb." 

With these words concluded, the angel continued to say: "And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night." 

After "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." which is called "the second death"; we read these words: "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The freezing-point is equally the melting-point. Thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit is critical for either process. Which it shall be depends on which way things are going. If the temperature is falling, water will freeze at thirty-two degrees. If the temperature is rising, ice will melt at thirty-two degrees. The same temperature may either freeze or melt. Barely pass it, and you may get opposite results. That it is thirty-two degrees out of doors does not indicate whether it is freezing or melting. 

The same individuals under precisely the same influences may be becoming exactly opposite. Under gospel rays the spiritual thermometer is either rising or falling. It is growing either warmer or colder. At the critical point some hearts melt, soften, relent, yield, give way, begin to flow in the channels of the Divine will; but other hearts congeal, stiffen, harden, cease their better movements, stand still like a rock. With a rising temperature the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation; but with a falling thermometer it becomes a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. Rev. Frederic Campbell. 

Verses 1-12
The Wrath and Judgments of God 
Romans 1:32 ; Romans 2:1-12 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As we listen to the pulsings of twentieth century thought, we find that God is not only being denied by many, but his wrath against unrighteousness and His judgments against sin are being generally set aside by the ungodly. 

A study of the Word of God reveals that God's love and goodness in no sense lessens the severity of His judgment against the ungodly. 

Grace does not make justice negligible; it rather makes it more severe. Love does not make sin less sinful, nor does it make sin's punishment less severe. Mercy in no wise lessens wrath. 

What grace does, is to make God's love operative by sustaining every legal demand of the Law for righteousness, by the death of a Substitute. Grace transferred wrath from the sinner to the Saviour. Grace not only sustained the Law, but it fully met the righteous judgments of God against the sinner for his sins, by placing stripes due the ungodly upon the God-sent Son. 

He who mocks at the righteousness of God's wrath, and the honor of God's judgments, should stop at the Cross and behold the agonies of the Son of God, as He went His weary way around the cycle of His sufferings, the Just dying for the unjust. 

He who denies hell, would make Heaven impossible; for Christ's descent into hades only makes the believer's ascent into Heaven possible. 

When the world believes that there is no judgment for sin; no punishment for the wicked then sin will run riot on the earth. "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 

The wicked have set themselves against faith in any Divine justice ever overtaking them; they have tried to persuade themselves that God doth not know, or that if He does know, He is good and does not punish the guilty; yet these same wicked men have never failed to call down judgment on the heads of those who sin against themselves. 

If law, judgment, and punishment is removed from any land, red-handed murder and repine will rule the day. 

We will bring out various aspects of God's wrath and of His judgments against sin, which should help students to understand better some things we may not have considered from God's viewpoint. 

Hasten, sinner, to be blest! 

Stay not for the morrow's sun, 

Lest perdition thee arrest, 

Ere the morrow is begun. 

I. THE FACT OF GOD'S WRATH (Romans 1:18 ) 
The wrath of God against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men is not a matter of conjecture, and of discussion pro and cons for it is a revealed wrath. This is the statement of our text. 

The preceding verse says that the "righteousness" of God is also revealed in the Gospel of Christ. In Romans 1:20 God's eternal power and Godhead is said to be clearly seen, so that also is revealed. 

The man who rebels against the revelation of God's wrath as set forth in Romans 1:18 , must of necessity, therefore, rebel against God's righteousness, and even against God's eternal power and Godhead. 

There is no room for finding fault because God has revealed His wrath. It is fact and not fancy. It is impossible for men to live in ungodliness that is, a wrong relationship with God: and in unrighteousness that is, with wrong relationships toward men, without meriting the wrath of God. 

All down through the ages God has manifested His wrath against sin, whether it be sin toward God or sin toward man. In the very beginning God's wrath fell on Adam and he was expelled from the garden. Cain came next under the wrath of God and he cried, "My punishment is greater than I can bear." Soon the whole world became evil and was corrupted before God and it was overthrown with the flood. The Tower of Babel, the mark of man's vaulted pride was cast down; the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown; the Egyptians were drowned in the Red Sea; the seven nations dwelling in the land of Canaan with the cup of their iniquity full were destroyed, and thus the wrath of God swept on and still it sweeps. 

Our theme is correct for God's wrath is a fact and not a fancy. Men cannot live as they list, giving vent to every desire of the flesh, without paying the penalty thereof. 

The hand of God is still writing our judgment and condemnation on the wall. 

So our deeds are recorded 

There's a Hand that's writing now: 

Sinner, give your heart to Jesus 

To His royal mandate bow; 

For the day is approaching 

It must come to one and all, 

When the sinner's condemnation 

Will be written on the wall. 

II. THE WORKERS OF INIQUITY ARE INEXCUSABLE (Romans 1:20 ; Romans 2:1 ) 
The world is full of excuses. Cain was one of the first to excuse his sin by saying, "Am I my brother's keeper?" There is scarcely a sin toward God or man, be it ever so vile, but what man will seek to excuse himself. Our first verse says that men are without excuse. Our second verse says, "Thou art inexcusable, O man." 

The wicked may proclaim that their wicked deeds cannot be avoided, but God says, "They are without excuse." One man says that his fiery temper and uncontrollable wrath was inherited from his parents, but God says, "Thou art inexcusable." Another man says that the lusts of the flesh were dominant in his nature and that he could not but yield to their desire, but God says that he is without excuse. Man says that he did not know any better, that his sins are sins of ignorance, but God says that he cannot thus excuse himself. 

No matter what power sin may have in the life of any of the ungodly; no matter what sway of the world; no matter what power of Satan; the sinner is without excuse because God has provided a way of escape from all of these. 

Why should man continue in sin, or remain a dupe and slave to sin's power, when the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth a Gospel that saves from these very things. 

"For the Lion of Judah shall break every chain, 

And give us the victory again and again." 

Even the heathen, who have never known of the Gospel are without excuse, because they have not lived according to the light which they possess. When they knew God they glorified Him not as God neither were thankful. The very ignorance in which they now dwell is due to the fact that when they professed themselves to be wise, they became fools. When they changed His glory into an image made like corruptible man, and to birds and four-footed beasts and creeping things. When they had the truth of God, they changed it into a lie, and worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator. 

The world cannot plead that it did not know that the wrath of God was revealed against sin, ungodliness and unrighteousness of man, because the wreckage of God's judgment has covered the world with its debris. 

There is no excuse that men can bring in honor because God has dealt fairly and squarely and above board with all sin and iniquity. 

Look unto Me, and be ye saved! 

Look, men of nations all; 

Look, rich and poor; look, old and young; 

Look sinners, great and small! 

Look unto Him, and be ye saved! 

O weary, troubled soul, 

Oh, look to Jesus while you may; 

One look will make thee whole! 

III. THE WICKED ARE WORTHY OF DEATH (Romans 1:32 ) 
We have just been noticing the fact that man is inexcusable for his sin. We are now to consider that man is worthy of the judgment which God places upon him. If man had the least excuse for sinning just to that extent God's judgment would not be just. The opposite is also true. If the wicked are worthy of death, they are necessarily without excuse in their sins. 

The Bible teaches that death is the wages of sin. A man is reaping no more than what he has sown. According to this, the sinner so to speak, is the author of his own destruction. He, himself, gathers the fuel to feed the fire which shall for ever torment his soul. He sows the seed of the maddened brain; he plants the germ that develops the woes and the miseries, the gnashing of teeth and the wailing of hopeless despair. 

The wicked are worthy of death. They are receiving no more than their due. They are only being paid for their deeds. God does not have any pleasure in the death of the wicked. He would that all men everywhere should repent. He is not a tyrant who with ruthless rage casts the just to the tormentors. He, even goes so far as to open the door of hope in the valley of Achor. He offers salvation by the way of the Cross to the vilest of the vile. 

Man is worthy of death because man has rejected proffers of mercy. He has spurned the opportunity of righteousness. He has given a deaf ear to the call of the Gospel. 

Instead of heeding what he hears, he has given himself over to unrighteousness, being filled with fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful. Men who live in these things are worthy of death. 

IV. GOD'S JUDGMENTS CANNOT BE ESCAPED (Romans 2:3 ) 
The argument as God has given it to us is steadily mounting up. The net is being more tightly drawn, and the sinner is being more surely entangled in his unrighteousness. Sometimes the sinner will recognize that he is inexcusable, he will even concede that he is worthy of death, and yet he will seek to escape his just punishment. 

There are criminals all over the land who have evaded justice. There are men everywhere who are trying to hide their sins. Men need, however, to know that they cannot deceive God. 

Where can the sinner go, that God will not find him? God has said, "Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down." All things which a man doeth, and all things which a man is in his heart, are naked and open unto Him with whom we have to do. 

Our Lord looks down from Heaven and all things are before His eye. He knows our downsitting and our uprising. He understands our thoughts afar off. Our God is acquainted with all our ways. There is not a word in our tongue but what He knows it altogether. How can men hide from God? for He has beset them behind and before. Where may men fly from His Spirit? or where may they hide from His presence? Listen to the Word of God, "If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee: but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb" (Psalms 139:8-13 ). 

It is useless to evade the issue. The wicked must stand before the Great White Throne and face the records of their lives. They cannot escape meeting God. 

Where will you spend Eternity 

Those years that have no end? 

Will it be where you are debarred 

Ever to know and see the Lord? 

Ever to have His great reward? 

V. THERE IS A SET DAY OF WRATH (Romans 2:5 ; Romans 2:16 ) 
In the fifth verse we read that man is treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. In the sixteenth verse we read that there is a day when God shall judge the secrets of men. 

1. This is the day of grace. We are convinced that God frequently judges unrighteousness now, and sends terrific manifestations of wrath, but these are no more than suggestive of the great sorrow and travail which awaits the wicked. 

In this age for the most part, God is allowing men to reap no more than the wreckage which his own sin now involves. God is now calling men to repentance. God is now proffering grace. Heralders of the Gospel are being commanded to go to the ends of the world and to preach to every creature the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Songs of salvation are being sung. Altar calls are being made, the Holy Spirit is striving with men. We can still say, "Behold, now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation." 

When Christ entered Nazareth, He said in the Temple, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor." He was reading from the Prophet Isaiah and He read on through the most gracious of words until He came to the expression "and the day of vengeance of our God." Before He read these latter words, He suddenly stopped, and said, of the words which He had just spoken, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." He did not read the statement concerning the day of vengeance because He knew that that day of vengeance had not yet come. 

2. The day of vengeance and of judgment is a set day. The angel of God's grace who has hastened before giving proffers of mercy and of salvation must soon step aside, that the angel of His wrath may unsheath his sword. 

Time is gliding swiftly by, 

Death and judgment draweth nigh, 

To the arms of Jesus fly: 

Be in time! 

Oh, I pray you count the cost, 

Ere the fatal line be crossed, 

And your soul in hell be lost: 

Be in time! 

Sinner, heed the warning voice, 

Make the Lord your final choice, 

Then all heaven will rejoice: 

Be in time! 

Come from darkness into light; 

Come, let Jesus make you right; 

Come, and start for Heaven tonight, 

Be in time! 

VI. WRATH IS INCREASED BY KNOWLEDGE (Romans 1:19 ; Romans 1:21 ; Romans 1:32 ) 
It was because that, when men knew God, yet glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, that God gave them up. If man had been ignorant and had not known God it would have been different. However, man not only knew God but He also knew the judgment of God. 

If no ray of light, revealing God both in grace and in judgment, had ever come to man, sin had not been reckoned against him. 

That which makes sin exceedingly sinful is its willfulness; its stubborn refusal to accept the right. 

It is because men love darkness rather than light that their darkness is made the darker; it is because men refuse righteousness that God gives them up to iniquity. He who knew not his master's will and did it not was beaten with few stripes. While he who knew his master's will and did it not was beaten with many stripes. 

In the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for Chorazin and Bethsaida for, "if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." 

In the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for Capernaum, not but that Sodom was morally more vile, but that Capernaum had been exalted unto Heaven by the presence, the words, and the miracle working of the Son of God, which Sodom had never known. Christ said to Capernaum, "If the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been in Sodom, it would have remained until this day." 

Sinners who live in this day of grace with the blazing light of the glory of God's grace bursting full around them should beware lest they by their refusal are treasuring up unto themselves wrath against the day of wrath. In the silent midnight watches, 

List thy bosom's door! 

How it knocketh, knocketh, knocketh, 

Knocketh evermore! 

Say not 'tis thy pulse is beating 

'Tis thy heart of sin; 

'Tis thy Saviour knocks, and crieth, 

"Rise, and let Me in!" 

Death comes down with reckless footsteps 

To the hall and hut; 

Think you death will tarry knocking 

When the door is shut? 

Jesus waiteth, waiteth, waiteth; 

But the door is fast: 

Grieved, away thy Saviour goeth, 

Death breaks in at last. 

Then 'tis time to stand entreating 

Christ to let thee in; 

At the gate of Heaven beating, 

Wailing for thy sin! 

Nay! alas, thou guilty creature. 

Hast thou then forgot? 

Jesus waited long to know thee, 

Now He knows thee not! 

VII. THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE RIGHTEOUS ALTOGETHER (Romans 2:2 ; Romans 2:5 ) 
The day of wrath of which we have just heard will bring forth the revelation of the righteous judgment of God. God's judgments will be according to truth. 

At the Great White Throne no sinner will be able to say that he got more than his dues, nor will he receive less. Those who are contentious and obey not the truth but obey unrighteousness will receive indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish. Mark the word, this will befall every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gentile. 

All the wicked, all unbelievers, all the fearful and the abominable and murderers will have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, and yet all shall receive according to the sins done in the body. 

When the dead small and great stand before God, the Books which carry the records of their earth deeds will be opened, and every man will be judged out of those things which were written in the Book according to their works. 

When death and hell are cast into the lake of fire, and God's judgments are completed, there will be no room for disputes and no reasons for an appeal to a higher court. God's judgments are not only final but they are eternally just. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
IN A RING OF FIRE 

An ungodly European was once trying to convince a convert in India that his religion was of no use, and that he never would be any the better for it. "What, after all," said the scoffer, "has your Jesus done for you?" 

"He has saved me!" said the native, with great animation: "He has saved me!" 

"And what is that?" said the European. 

"Step with me to the door," was the reply, "and I will show you." So saying, he took him outside of the house, picked up a quantity of dry leaves and straw (of which there were plenty close at hand), and made a large circle of them. He then sought for a worm; and, having found one, he placed it in the center of the ring. Forthwith he applied a lighted match to the material that surrounded it, the scoffer looking on all the time with no little astonishment. As the heat of the fire approached the poor worm, it began to writhe and show symptoms of distress, but could not get out of the burning ring. The man darted his hand through the smoke, plucked the worm out of its dangerous position, and placed it on the green grass, out of reach of all danger. 

"There," said he, "that is what the blessed Jesus has done for me: I was exposed to the flames of hell there was no possibility of escape; I was condemned and ready to perish, and He rescued me by dying for my sins, thus snatching me as a brand from the burning; and He has given me, a poor dying worm, a place near His heart," 

Can you thus speak of yourself as saved fay the death of Jesus? Are you able to say, like the poor native, "He has saved me"? It not, we entreat you to come now, as a sinner, to Jesus, who is at the right hand of the Majesty on high, and He will give you rest. Take shelter in His blood, and you will be cleansed from sin, and delivered from the wrath to come. 

"When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6 ). 

"Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom" (Job 33:24 ). 

"Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isaiah 38:17 ). 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 9-25
Sin and Salvation 
Romans 3:9-25 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Word of God never belittles sin. Sin, to God, is heinous. It is black, without one ray of white. Sin to God is exceeding sinful. There is nothing in it but sorrow and shame and suffering. 

There are some who try to excuse their sin, inasmuch as they were born in sin, and therefore inherited a sinful nature. This is wrong. We dare have no pity toward that which would wreck and ruin us. 

Sin may be painted in the brightest of colors; it may be draped in the most marvelous of robes, but sin is always sin. Covering its ugliness does not lessen its power. Satan with artistic brush may paint sin with rosy hue until it shall appear full of glory, but it is like the colors of the asp; it does not lessen the venom of its sting. 

When the serpent approached Eve, it was the most beautiful of creatures, but it led to the wreckage of the race. 

Let all, young and old, be warned. Never compromise with sin. Never speak of a good sin, and a bad sin; for all are bad. Do not be willing to fellowship with those sins which appeal to your carnal nature. God has said, "Abstain from all appearance of evil." 

We need to look beyond sin in its infancy and behold sin in its full growth. That which seems, at first, but a trifle, will prove itself ultimately to be deadly and damnable. He who plays with sin plays with dynamite. 

Dr. Alexander MacLaren says, "I remember away up in the lonely Highland Valley, where, beneath a tall, black cliff, all weather worn and cracked and seamed, there lies at the foot, resting on the green sward that creeps around its base, a huge rock that is fallen from the face of the precipice." A shepherd had once passed beneath that rock as it first lay high up in the mountain side; then, suddenly, it rent itself from its bed and leaped down, pinning the man beneath it. So it is with sin. In a moment of unexpectant fury, it too will sweep its way against the artless man who was willing to trust in its shadow. 

I. THE WHOLE WORLD GUILTY UNDER SIN (Romans 3:19 ) 
It is folly for the sons of men to evade the issue all are sinners and, therefore, all stand guilty before God. To deny the fact of sin does not lessen the fact. To cover sin does not remove sin. Adam and Eve sought to cover their nakedness with fig leaves, however, their robing was rejected by God. What man covers, God uncovers. 

There is no use to cavil. All the world stands guilty before God. No man can stand requited of his sin. The sentence of judgment must fall. Over the head of every son of Adam is written the verdict, "guilty." "He that believeth not is condemned already." He does not need to wait the sentence of the Great White Throne. That last great and final assize is not set to proclaim guilt, it is set that every sinner may receive judgment according to his deeds. The fact of guilt is already certain; the sentence of punishment, alone, awaits the full fruition of each sinner's sin. The wicked are like men shut up in the death row, awaiting the hour when their final lot shall be made known. 

The judge on the bench of this world may pronounce "death" on the electric chair, further he cannot go; the Judge on the Great White Throne passes on beyond the powers of the earthly judge, and pronounces the punishment that lies in the great forevermore. 

The sinner stands guilty before God. He stands with his mouth stopped, with no word to utter, no plea to make. He dare not come with an array of lawyers, or with an accumulation of excuses. He merely stands guilty, awaiting the hour when judgment shall be spoken and he shall receive according to the extent of his deeds. 

II. THE SWEEP AND SWAY OF SIN (Romans 3:10-18 ) 
When sin entered into the world, what wreckage it wrought! God said to Eve, "What is this that thou hast done?" Eve did not know the entail of her sin God knew. In our Scripture for today we have a view of the sweep and sway of sin. Sin may at times seem to lie dormant. The sinner may not appear so bad. The story of sin may be almost roseate in its view. The awful revelation of sin's fruitage, as set forth in this text, is not, therefore, always manifest. 

Sin may be chained, hedged in; it may even be decked and draped with white raiment, but sin is still heinous sin. 

Our Scripture describes sin unveiled, in its real character and harvest. The vine may be pruned, its limbs cut down, until only a small stock remains. Nevertheless when the sap begins to rise the vine will put forth its leaves, send forth its shoots, and bear its fruit. Sin may be pruned, lopped off, cut away, but so long as the heart is the covert in which it dwells it will ever seek to bud and bloom and grow. 

Truly, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." From it comes forth all uncleanness. Who can know it? 

It is the same with the Jew as with the Gentile; with the cultured as with the unlearned; with women as with men all alike are gone out of the way. 

III. THE WAGES OF SIN (Romans 6:23 ) 
Sin pays its wages not in coin, but in enduring miseries. We are living in a day of decreased wages, and many are the complaints that escape the lips of the employed. There is, however, one place where the present-day depression has not hit; one place where wages have not slumped the wages of sin are the same. 

Sin pays its wages now. One criminal said, "I have been twice in State's prison, but my worst punishment is in being what I am." Sin pays off in death to every hope; it plays havoc with every holy dream. Sin takes the light out of the eye, the clearness out of the brain, the joy out of the life. 

God does not always pay the sinner off in this life. Sometimes the wicked flourish like a green bay tree. They are not in trouble like other men. God, in patience, holds back the curse. Finally, however, the wicked will be cast into hell, and all nations which forget God. How will they be cast down as in a moment! How will they be utterly consumed with terrors! 

Beware of sin, Did you ever watch a fly as it lighted upon the "fly paper," thinking to have its fill of sweets? When, however, it sought to fly, it found itself caught in the meshes of the sticky paper. The harder it tried to fly, the more and more was it held fast with leg and wing. So is sin. It is illusive. It, outwardly, carries an appeal to the flesh, but it soon encloses its victims in the unrelentless arms of its strength, 

The wages of sin are certain, 

Each one will, in full, be paid; 

No "cut" in its wage awaits you, 

Full pay will be surely made. 

IV. THE SINNER'S ONLY HOPE (Romans 3:20-25 ) 
1. The Law cannot save. The Law is holy and just and good, but the Law is made helpless, as a Saviour, because it is made broken and lame by man's sin. The Law affords safety to the righteous, and to the holy alone; it offers peace only to those who obey it. To those who transgress its precepts it brings nothing but wrath. 

2. Faith can save. Faith proffers no self-merit; it clings to the merit of Christ. Faith admits, "I cannot," but it assents, "God can." Faith meets the demand of the Law, because it clothes the believer with the righteousness of Christ. Before God's righteousness the Law has no complaint to offer. Faith admits man's guilt, but it robes the guilty in God's linen, clean and white. 

3. Grace provides the redemption. We are justified freely by God's Grace. Faith could not operate apart from God and Grace as faith would have had no channel in which to run, no foundation on which to build. 

God, being rich in Grace, showed faith the way. Grace provides the meal, faith partakes of the food, Grace grows the fruit, faith plucks it. Grace opens the door, faith enters in. 

4. The Blood of Christ provided for the remission of sins. The Blood became the propitiation, the mercy seat, where Grace and faith may meet. Neither the Grace of God, nor the faith of the sinner, could have availed apart from the Cross of Christ. Before we could be allowed by Grace through faith to wear the robe of God's righteousness, man's sin had to be satisfied in such a manner that God's justice would be sustained. 

Not at the sacrifice of honor, and truth, and legal requirements, could God save the sinner. God could not forgive without there being a ground for forgiveness. God could not reckon the unholy as holy, or the unrighteous as righteous, until He had made atonement full and replete for our sins. 

On the Cross of Calvary was grace sufficient 

All our sins and guilt to satisfy: 

Yet, the Cross of Christ becomes to us efficient 

When by faith we do on Christ rely, 

There it was, on Calvary, Christ died for sinners, 

There He set the sin-bound captive free; 

There He was made sin, that we might be made righteous; 

Yet, we must believe if we would righteous be, 

V. LET NOT SIN REIGN (Romans 6:12 ) 
This study is upon regnant sin. It is not sin in, but sin reigning that is up for consideration. It would be a blessed state if we could be done forever with the carnal nature. An enemy, inside the city walls, is ever dangerous. For our part we will rejoice when we enter the New Jerusalem where nothing of sin can be found. The present world is dominated by Satan and by sin, it is a sorry world on that account. 

It will be glory, when the last vestige of sin is gone from the heart and life of the saint. In this body we groan. The old man seems ever to hang around. The fact of sin's presence we cannot doubt. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

Of one thing, however, we are assured we are commanded not to let sin reign in our mortal body. Sin cannot have power over us. If we walk in the Spirit, we shall not fulfill the desires of the flesh. 

Regnant sin, in a believer, contradicts every spiritual blessing which God has provided. In the unbeliever sin always reigns unto death. This cannot be true in the believer. 

If sin is a welcomed "guest" in the heart, it will set the house afire; it will wreck its abode; it will work out death. Sin in the heart must be, to the believer, a person "non grata" not wanted, not recognized, not obeyed. 

The believer should live as though sin were not there. He should reckon himself alive to his new man, and dead to every pulsing of the old man. He should give no heed, no quarter, to the promptings of the flesh. 

The Cross of Christ has made us free from sin's penalty; the risen Christ has made us free from sin's power. Shall we who, potentially, died to sin in His death, and are made free from sin in His resurrection, continue to sin? God forbid! "How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" 

Dead to sin, to selfish pride 

Dead with Christ I'm crucified; 

Made alive in Christ to be 

Sanctified, from sin set free. 

VI. THE PLACE OF NO CONDEMNATION (Romans 8:1 ) 
The seventh chapter of Romans closes with a most pitiable wail. That wail discloses the despair of a life that has met defeat. Listen to its cry: "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Such is the cry of every soul who, unimpowered, seeks to meet the demands of God's righteous Law. The ethics of Christ are too high, too holy for the flesh. The requirements of the Law are far beyond the reach of the natural man. 

Shall we, then, weep out our defeat forever? God forbid! There is a way out; it is a God-provided way. From the moans of defeat, we pass, in Romans seven, in one breath, to the shouts of victory. Here is the shout: "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The result is that the place of "no condemnation" is found. The "no condemnation" of our theme is not a "no condemnation" from God. The expression refers to the believer himself. He has passed from a sense of defeat, into a place of conscious victory. In Romans seven the cry is one of self despair; in Romans eight, the shout is one of self-freedom from despair. 

How was the change wrought? One verse says, "Through Jesus Christ our Lord." The next phrase says, "Them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

The flesh could not attain victory over captivity to sin; the Lord gives the believer victory through the Spirit. 

Victory is realized only when we walk in the Spirit. If we walk after the flesh, we shall be defeated; if we walk after the Spirit, we shall be victorious. If we walk after the flesh, we cannot fulfill the righteous requirements of the Law; if we walk in the Spirit, those requirements are fully met The flesh minds the things of the flesh, the Spirit minds the things of the Spirit. The flesh cannot be subject to the Law; the Spirit is always subject. The flesh cannot please God, the Spirit always pleases Him. The flesh only produces death, the Spirit produces life and peace. 

There can be no life of victory apart from a Spirit-filled, Spirit-led life. 

There is a place of victory 

Made certain and complete 

There is a place which knows no sin 

And suffers no defeat; 

That place is found in Christ, for those 

Who do the Spirit own, 

'Tis realized by all the saints 

Who walk in Him, alone. 

VII. THE CULMINATING PLEA (Romans 12:1-2 ) 
After leaving the place of victory and of glorious peace in Romans eight, the Holy Spirit gives us words relative to Israel. Then, in chapter twelve, He presents His great plea to all saints. Here is the plea: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice * * unto God." 

The "therefore" of this verse links us on to all that goes before. It is as though God had said, "Ye were sinners ;" "Ye are Blood-bought and Blood-washed"; "Ye are saved by Grace;" "Ye are given victory through the Lord Jesus Christ THEREFORE PRESENT YOUR BODIES." How can we do less? 

Gratitude should cause every one of us to yield ourselves unto God, and our members as instruments of righteousness unto God. If He has given us life in Christ Jesus, we should gladly give that life in service unto Him. If we have been ministered unto, we should minister. 

Jesus Christ, on the Cross, gave Himself a sacrifice, in death, unto us. Let us give ourselves, in life, a sacrifice unto Him. This is holy and acceptable unto God. 

Consecration calls for concentration of all that we are and have. It should be complete, and not partial. 

We cannot say to God, "I will go with Thee anywhere, but to China." Our yielding must be entire it must be "anywhere." We must cry unto the Lord, who is the Captain on our cruise of life "Full steam ahead into the complete will of God." 

"Have Thine own way, Lord, have Thine own way, 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after Thy will. 

While I am waiting, yielded and still." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
AUGUSTINE'S STORY 

"Take heed of giving way to sin, The heart that was easily troubled before, when once it is inured to sin, loseth all its sensitiveness and tenderness, and what seemed intolerable at first grows into a delight. Alipius, St. Austin's friend, first abhorred the bloody spectacles of the gladiators, but gave himself leave, through the importunity of friends, to be present for once. He would not so much as open his eyes at first; but at length, when the people shouted, he gave himself liberty to see, and then not only beheld the spectacles with delight, but drew others to behold what himself once loathed." "The story has had its counterpart in thousands of instances. Men who shuddered at the sight of a dead bird have, by familiarity with cruelty, come to commit murder without compunction. Those who sipped half-a-glass of wine have come to drink by the gallon. * * There is no safety if we venture an inch over the boundary line; indeed, little allowances are more dangerous than greater compliances, since conscience does not receive a wound, and yet the man is undone, and falls by little and little. 

"Come, my soul, leave sin altogether. Do not give Sodom so much as a look, nor take from it so much as a thread. Do not set a foot within her doors, for God abhors the abode of sin, and would have His people refrain their foot from it." 

Verses 19-31
Law and Grace 
Romans 3:19-31 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The meaning and scope of the Law. Law is a word filled with glory, but wholly foreign to Grace. Law is the measure of the holy requirements of a righteous and just God. We are speaking of the Laws written on two tables of stone by the finger of God; and also of the Laws which God has given in His Word. 

When God gave the Law, He gave it as an expression of the requirements of His inherent holiness; and not as commandments lowered in their standard, in order to make them acceptable to sinning man. 

God knew the utter inability of the race to keep the Law, when the Law was given; therefore God knew that the Law would and could work nothing less than wrath. 

We shall see that the Law holds no saving power or place in the work of redemption. Its scope of operation lies outside the pale of Grace. The Law cannot save, but it can show to the sinner the exceeding sinfulness of his sins, and can, therefore, act as a schoolmaster to drive the sinner to a Saviour. 

We have said that the Law possessed glory; however, its glory is that of righteousness blended with judgment. Its glory makes one think of the brilliancy, and yet, the destructiveness of the lightning's flash. The Law knows no mercy and shows none. It holds a sword in its hand, but not a shelter. It speaks death, judgment and hell to lawbreakers, but never speaks of peace, forgiveness, and salvation. 

The Law holds no hope for the criminal; no ray of light to the outcast. The Law speaks in the terms of "Thou shalt," and "Thou shalt not"; but never in the terms of "Come unto Me, * * and I will give you rest." 

2. The meaning and scope of Grace. (1) Grace is the kindness of God, expressed to man in Christ Jesus. The Law is just, but not kind. Grace is never unjust, because it works along lines which uphold the glory and dignity of the Law; sustaining its righteous demands; and yet, Grace is more than just. Grace discovers what the Law could never find, how God could remain just and yet justify the guilty. 

Grace, all the while upholding the honor of the Law, removed every legal obstacle to man's redemption and full salvation, and brought the possibility of life and peace to the sinner. 

Grace does all of this in Christ Jesus, Christ was Himself the only possible One through whom Grace could operate, and man could be saved. Christ alone could become the medium through which God's Grace could work, because Christ alone could uphold the dignity of the Law, and take upon Himself the full weight of sin's punishment. 

(2) Grace is the unmerited kindness of God toward man, in Christ Jesus. What we mean is this: There was nothing in man to compel God to be gracious. There was nothing in man to make Grace obligatory. Man had no works to proffer, no money to pledge, no goodness to parade, that by such things he might put in a claim for Grace. 

Grace is sovereign in its movements. It works within the domain of God's own choice and election. It is expressive of God's love and mercy, independent of man's worth and worthiness. 

(3) Grace employs MEANS but does not demand merit. There is nothing the sinner can do to merit Grace; there is much he can do as a means to Grace. The fact that salvation is the free-gift of God's Grace, and is, therefore, without money and without price, does not any the less obligate the sinner to accept the Grace of God. 

I. THE ONE WHO BOASTS IN THE LAW (Romans 2:17 ) 
1. A boast that is common among men. How often do we hear this one, or that one, say, "I am doing my best and God ought to be satisfied with that." The difficulty lies in two things, first, no one does his best; and, second, man's best is far short of the Law's requirements. 

We were asked to address a men's business club on "The Golden Rule in Business." We began our address by stating that no such a rule ever dominated or could dominate world business, so long as men live in sin and under Satan's power. Sin is self-centered and not Christ -centered, Neither is sin seeking to serve the good of others. And men are sinners. 

2. A boast that is condemned of God. Does the man who boasts before God of his keeping the Law, keep the Law? That is the question which God asks. 

The Jews delighted to boast in their prayers. They made broad their phylacteries, and enlarged the borders of their garments. They even added to the Laws of God many of their own conceptions, making burdens heavy to be borne and placing them upon men's shoulders. These Law-boasters were Law-breakers. Of them God said, "The Name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you." 

Let us beware lest we also become boasters in the Law, depending upon law-works for our salvation; for he who places himself under the Law, must keep the Law. If, in one point he breaks the Law, he stands guilty before God. 

II. THE LAW PROCLAIMS ALL THE WORLD GUILTY BEFORE GOD (Romans 3:19-20 ) 
1. All men are sinners. The Jew makes his boast of the Law. We ask, therefore, is the Jew better than the Gentile? The response is plain. "No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin." 

2. All men stand guilty before God. What can the Law do when its precepts are broken, and its commands are set aside? The Law is helpless. It is a bed too short, on which a man may stretch himself; and its coverings are too narrow, with which a man may cover himself. 

The one who has boasted of the Law can say nothing in self-justification, as the Law pronounces its curse upon him. 

3. The Divine conclusion. Verse twenty has no alternative. It is final in its statement. "Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the Law is the knowledge of sin." 

Had God sought to reach man by the Law, and lead him unto salvation, He would have been compelled to retreat. A sinner who breaks the Law cannot be justified by the Law. The Law might desire to bring righteousness; it might boast its own strength and majesty; it might boast its mighty arm, but it would find itself altogether impoverished by reason of the weakness of the flesh of man. 

III. HOW GRACE WROUGHT REDEMPTION (Romans 3:24 ) 
1. Grace operates without the Law. The Law revealed unto man his sin, but stood by helpless to remedy it. What could the Law do? It could only witness to the fact of the fall of man; but never play a part in man's justification. 

Grace stepped in, and God took hold of the situation, and proffered salvation as a free gift to every man. Thus, the righteousness of God passes upon all who believe in Jesus Christ, whether they be Jews or Gentiles: for there is no difference. Justification through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus is offered freely by God's Grace. 

Jesus Christ becomes God's channel through whom that Grace operated. God set Christ Jesus forth as a propitiation for our sins, through faith in the Blood of Christ. 

Grace leads us to the Cross, and declares unto us how God is righteous; and how we may receive the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. Grace tells us not only that God is righteous, but that He is also just, when He justifies the ungodly who believe in Jesus. 

2. Grace excludes boasting. When Grace steps in, boasting passes out. The two cannot dwell together. The one is given to self-glorying, the other to God-glorifying. How can two walk together except they be agreed? 

The Law of works which operates through self-deeds, would open the door and bid "boasting" to enter in; the Law of faith, which operates through the Grace of God, opens the door and bids "boasting" to take its exit. Here is the way God puts it: "Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what Law? of works? Nay: but by the Law of faith." 

3. Another Divine conclusion. "Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law." This conclusion is much the same as the one mentioned in verse twenty-one. Here, however, added truth is brought out. It is this: faith operates according to Grace, and not according to the Law. What does this mean? it means that there is no merit in faith, no room for boasting. Faith is the hand that takes, the eye that looks, the foot that steps, the heart that trusts. Faith is active, but it is not classed with "Law-works." It works, but it works in another realm than that where legality works. Faith does not say, I will do this, or that, in order to be saved; it the rather says, I will do this and that because of trust in my Saviour. 

Law-works lie in the domain of effort to obtain redemption; faith-works He in the realm of having obtained redemption. Law-works do things to get saved; faith accepts Grace as a basis of salvation, but, being saved becomes a blessed and living reality in valiant service. 

IV. THE LARGER VIEW OF GRACE (Romans 4:16 ) 
1. Vital issues at stake. The contentions that revolve around Law and Grace are not small. (1) The question of "glorying" is at stake. Chapter four puts it this way: "If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory." (2) The question of salvation as a "debt" is at stake. Chapter four continues: "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of Grace, but of debt." Here are two conditions worthy of deep thought. 

Abraham had a vitalized faith, a living faith, an active faith. He believed God and offered up Isaac; he believed God and went out, not knowing whither he went. He was an heir of God, who died without obtaining his heirship; God gave Abraham a land, he never inherited; a seed, he never saw. Abraham's faith, however, never wavered, for he saw the fruition of God's every promise, but saw it afar off. 

The result is that Abraham stood justified before God; but not because of his works not because he offered up Isaac, but because in offering him, he knew God was faithful, and by faith he received him back again from the dead: not because he went into the far country, but because he counted himself no more than a stranger and a pilgrim to another country, whose Builder and Maker is God. 

Had Abraham been justified by works, he could have gloried; he was, however, justified by faith, and we glory in him, and in the grace of God that was upon him. 

Had Abraham been justified by works he would have had a reward, as of debt; he could have "foreclosed" on God, and have demanded of God his wages. Since, however, he was justified by faith he had no claim on God, no forced demand. God nevertheless answered his faith with abundant reward. 

2. Walking in the steps of Abraham. Verse twelve speaks of walking "in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham." It seems strange that saints of a later day should be given, as an. example, a man who lived and walked with God centuries before. Yet, so it was. 

Abraham was placed on the plain of Grace, and therefore of faith; for, if his heirship had been of the Law, faith would have been made void, and God's promise would have been made of none effect. It was true then, and it is still true that the Law worketh wrath, because man is helpless before its just demands. 

Salvation, therefore, is of faith, that it might be of grace; "to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed." 

V. DEAD TO THE LAW BUT ALIVE TO GOD AND GRACE (Romans 7:1-4 ) 
1. A striking analogy. The seventh chapter of Romans presents a woman bound by the Law unto her husband as long as he liveth, but free from the Law to her husband when he is dead. 

The message of this analogy is that we become dead to the Law in the Body of Christ, that we should be married to Another, even to Him who is raised from the dead. 

The result of this analogy brings forth this statement: "Now we are delivered from the Law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." 

Sin, by the commandment, wrought in us all manner of evil. When the commandment came, sin revived, and we died. This was because sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived us and slew us. 

Sin, by the commandment, was made exceeding sinful. All of this means that when God gave the Law, the realization of sin, and the sense of sin, became super-evident. Man saw himself as carnal, sold under sin. The more the sinner attempted to keep the Law, the more he realized his inability to keep it, and the sinfulness of his own heart. 

When the Law, which was spiritual, came, man woke up to his carnality. When the Law, which was holy and just and good came, man realized his inherent unholiness, corruption, and sin. 

The result of this realization was that man cried out, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" 

2. A blessed consummation. 
A way out from sin's dominion, was found through the Lord Jesus Christ. The result was, that, passing out of death into life; passing from the dominion of Law, and into the dominion of Grace, we came in touch with the Spirit of life, who made us free from the Law of sin and death. The consummation, in all of its benefaction, is set forth in Romans eight. What the Law could not do; God, through Christ, did do. 

Marvel of marvels! The man who had utterly failed in his flesh to fulfill the righteousness of the Law, entering into the realm of the Spirit, fulfilled the Law. 

As we close this study, it is with a great eureka in our soul; with a great praise to God welling up in our heart. The impossible is made possible. Where the old man, the flesh, the ego, stood condemned under the righteous requirements of God's holy Law; the new man stands a victor, by Grace. Let the words ring in your mind, If we walk in the Spirit, we shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh, 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
THE OPENED TREASURY AND THE BAGS 

"If a mighty king should open his treasure, and bid men corns and bring their bags, and take as much as they would; do you think they would neglect this occasion of gain? Surely no; they would run and fetch bag after bag, and never cease. Thus doth the Lord act towards us in the covenant of Grace." He makes over all its fullness to His people, and saith, "All are yours." We are not straitened in Him. The bags will come to an end long before the treasure is exhausted. Let us come, then, to the throne of grace with enlarged desires and widened expectations: the Lord does not stint us, why should we put ourselves upon short commons? "He gaith, eat and drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved." Why, then, do we sit at the table and starve, or rise from it hungry? Let us by faith suck of the abundance of the sea of Grace, and partake largely of the hid treasure which the Lord has laid up for us. 

C. H. Spurgeon. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-5
Abraham an Exemplar of Faith 
Romans 4:1-5 , Romans 4:13-25 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In our verses there are several things relative to the faith of Abraham that are worthy of note: 

1. What did Abraham find according to the flesh? The query is one of a far vista, for it deeply concerns every one of us. 

(1) If Abraham were justified by the flesh he might have had whereof to glory, but not before God. He could have gloried before men, because men look at the outward appearances. Men delight to boast in their own worthiness and their own accomplishments. Men delight in parading themselves, as. though they, by their might or prowess, had done this or that After the flesh and before men, Abraham might have paraded his power to make money, and to increase his goods; he might have gloried in his feats of valor, such as overthrowing certain kings and delivering his nephew Lot; he might have gloried in his power in prayer; in his dedication of Isaac to death; in his years of faithful service and worship. 

(2) Before God, Abraham could not have gloried in any of these, because, in what he did, power was given him of God. Before God, Abraham, like all of us, was but a sinner saved by grace. Every good he possessed in daily walk, every virtue he showed, and every act of faith he demonstrated, was all the gift of God. He was beautiful only by God's beauty that God had put upon him, 

2. If Abraham had been saved or justified by works, the reward would not be reckoned of grace but of works. The moment we pass into the realm of works, we pass out of the realm of grace. Rewards lie in those accomplishments of saints which follow after they have been saved by grace. For God is not unrighteous to forget our work and labor of love; therefore when He comes He says, "My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." 

Rewards must, therefore, of necessity, fall far below the bestowment of grace, for this simple reason, that rewards can give no more than merit requires; but grace can give unbounding favors, because it is based on Christ's sacrificial Blood, and His marvelous accomplishments for those who believe. 

No man could merit eternal life, or Heaven, or any of its glorious and eternal benefactions, because none of us could render a service to merit so great a prize. 

3. The righteousness which is by faith. Romans 4:3 says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." Romans 4:5 says, "To him that * * believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." 

What was it, then, for which Abraham believed God? He believed that God had found a way by which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly. That was the underlying principle of Abraham's faith not merely that God had told Abraham to go out to a country that he knew not of, and that Abraham by faith went out; not merely that God told Abraham to offer up his son, and that Abraham by faith had obeyed, and was in the process of sacrificing Isaac, accounting that God would raise him up not that alone. 

The faith that was counted unto Abraham for righteousness was the faith that believed that God, through the death of Christ (whose day Abraham saw and understood) could justify the ungodly, Abraham believed that God would put his sins on Christ, and Christ's righteousness upon him he believed this, and nothing short of this; because anything short of this kind of faith, God could not have counted unto him for righteousness. 

I. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM WAS NOT A FAITH AFTER THE LAW (Romans 4:13 ) 
Here is Romans 4:13 : "For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith." These words carry great weight. If righteousness had come to Abraham by the Law, then Christ had died in vain. If righteousness had come to Abraham by circumcision, then men could be saved by religious rites and ceremonies. 

Circumcision was, however, only a sign or a seal of the fact that Abraham had obtained righteousness by faith, while he was yet uncircumcised. 

Thus also Abraham's righteousness by faith, being uncircumcised, is set forth by the Spirit of God to demonstrate the fact that uncircumcised Gentiles may now be justified by faith, apart from the works and the rites of the Law. What then? 

1. If righteousness were by the works of the Law as given to the Jews, then all Gentiles would of necessity have been forced to become righteous only by being grafted into Judaism, and Judaistic rites. We who are Gentiles would have needed to become Jews, sealed by the seal of Judaistic circumcision. We would have been forced to become followers of Abraham, according to the flesh, and not after the Spirit. 

2. If righteousness had come by Judaistic Law-works, then the Gentiles who know not the Law would have perished without the Law. Then the whole set-up of world missions as it now stands would have to be done away. Then the Church would need to be forever set aside, as an incubus on God's method of redemption. Then the ordinances of the Church, which link us to the Cross, would need be done away. Then the proclamation of salvation by grace through faith would cease to be God's plan of redemption. Then the Cross would be thrown out of the plan of redemption. 

If righteousness is by Law-works, or Law-rites, then Christ would have died a martyr, and not a Redeemer; a murdered religious zealot, and not a God-sent Saviour. 

Salvation would have been a work of the flesh, humanly reached through the deeds of the flesh, instead of a power of God through the Spirit. Then all the songs of the redeemed in Heaven would need to be hushed. 

II. IF ABRAHAM WAS SAVED BY THE LAW, FAITH IS VOID (Romans 4:14 ) 
Let us quote Romans 4:14 : "For if they which are of the Law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect." 

1. God's promise to Abraham concerning his seed and their heirship would have long ago faded away under the basis of Law-works. If God had promised Abraham that of his seed He would raise up Christ, and promised it solely by virtue of Abraham's worthiness and upon the worthiness of his children and his children's children, then Christ had never been born. Any promise based upon anything humanly dependent is certain to fail, through the weakness of human flesh. The reason the Law cannot perfect is because the Law is made weak by the flesh; that is, the heart of man is deceitful above all things and is desperately wicked. Who can know it? 

2. God's promise to Abraham concerning his seed and their heirship would long have been made impossible if based upon religious rites and ceremonies. Even religious forms and traditions, Divinely given, soon are corrupted by man. Take the things commanded by God to Moses, concerning the Tabernacle and the worship of God; all these were soon spoiled by human additions and subtractions, even the rabbinical additions to the Judaistic demands. Hear the Lord Jesus as He speaks to the scribes and Pharisees. They had come to Him, saying, "Why do Thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread." The Lord Jesus replied, "Why do ye also transgress the Commandment of God by your tradition?" These rulers in Israel had so mutilated what God had said, that Christ, said unto them, "Ye hypocrites, * * in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 
Take present-day Judaism: it is far, far away from the express commandments of God. Take also the present-day church, how has it gone away from the simplicities of the New Testament church! There is not one altogether true to the faith once delivered. Thus, if salvation was based upon Law-works or church rites, it would of necessity collapse. 

III. THE LAW WORKETH WRATH (Romans 4:15 ) 
1. How would you like to trust something to save you from wrath, that worketh wrath? Why, then, does the Law work wrath? We know that the Law is holy and righteous and good. How then can that which is good, work wrath? Remember, the Laws of God, like all just and holy laws, carry with them penalties for disobedience. The Law worketh wrath, because it carries these penalties upon the disobedient. 

A law unenforced by penalties is a law that is void. A law given to the lawless will be quickly broken. Therefore the law must carry vengeance upon lawbreakers. 

2. The giving of the Law was under throes of darkness, and a tempest, and an earthquake. Old Sinai did exceedingly tremble and shake. The reason for all this was that the Law was holy, but man was vile; the Law was righteous, but man was unrighteous; the Law was just, but man was unjust. He who would, as a sinner and breaker of the Law, appeal to the Law for salvation, is appealing unto the sword that is unsheathed to slay him. Shall we seek light from that which forebodes darkness and death? Shall we look for mercy where justice reigns? 

3. The Law then becomes a schoolmaster to drive us to Christ. By the Law comes the knowledge of sin, but not a Saviour from sin. From the Law comes the pronouncement, "The wages of sin is death"; from faith comes the pronouncement, "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Nay, I had not known sin but by the Law. I had not known the depth of sin, if the height of God's holiness had not been proclaimed by the Law. 

What then? How can a sinner be just before God? The Law cannot justify the one whom it can only condemn. The Law cannot save that which it judges worthy of death. There remains, therefore, but one hope, and that is by the way of faith in Christ, even the Christ who died, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God; even the Christ who was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

IV. WHEREIN THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM STANDS FORTH SUPREME (Romans 4:16 ) 
Our verse is a rather long one. It reads: "Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the Law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all." 

1. Faith drives us away from the Law and into the arms of grace. Herein is the faith of Abraham disassociated from everything that is of the Law, and of any self-accomplishment. It was not the achievements of Abraham's faith to which he looked for salvation. The achievements of Abraham's faith were the result of his faith, not the object of his faith. 

Abraham looked by faith unto a redemption which is in Christ Jesus. He looked purposely and distinctly, not vaguely and indefinitely. He saw Christ, saw His atonement, saw His resurrection, saw it all; and seeing, he believed. He cast himself onto the arms of God's grace. His faith antedated his works, as well as his circumcision. 

Yes, according to James, faith will work; and it will work wonderfully, even as Abraham's faith worked. Abraham was justified by a faith that works; he showed us his faith by his works. However, Abraham's faith that worked was not in the works of his faith, but in God's grace, which saves. 

2. If salvation were by works, then it would be by the works of an unregenerated heart. If salvation were by works, then it would be works that are impossible, and unacceptable to God; for the very best of the works of the flesh is enmity to God, and cannot please God. 

The moment faith becomes supreme in the life, as a basis for salvation, that moment the works of the flesh are denied, and grace is enthroned. 

3. Salvation by grace through faith makes the promise sure to all the seed of Abraham; not to the Jews only, but also to the Gentiles; not to the circumcision only, but also to the uncircumcision. 
If salvation were by the Law, or by Law-works, or by Law-rites, then the Jew would have every advantage. But salvation by grace through faith is a message to every man. All stand alike guilty before God; and all, alike, may be saved by grace. 

V. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM UNVEILED ITS SPIRITUAL VISION (Romans 4:7 ) 
Here is a wonderful Scripture: "(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before Him whom he believed, even God, who quickened the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were." We now begin to get an inside light on the far-flung meanings of Abraham's faith. 

1. He believed God. Here is something that goes deep down into Abraham's grip of faith. His faith was not placed in things, nor in himself, nor in men. He believed God. How this expression brings to mind the words, "Have faith in God." God is the only Rock that stands unshaken; He is the only Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep; He is the only Light that never fades. 

God's Word is the only Word that is forever and for aye, Amen. It is the only Word that never fails, never falters, never flees. 

2. He believed in God who quickeneth the dead. Abraham, in the offering of Isaac, believed in the God who is the Resurrection and the Life. He believed more than this he believed in the resurrection of the saints. We read that Abraham received Isaac from the dead in a figure. Yes, he saw the resurrection of Isaac, and of Christ, and of us all. What a faith in God! 

3. He believed in God, calling those things which are not as though they were. Faith may have a far-flung vision; however, faith brings that far-flung vision into the immediate present. Faith gives substance to the things hoped for; and evidence to the things not seen. Faith makes things become so real that it acts as though they were present. 

We often speak of eschatology, of things to come, of thing's in the far distance. Do we speak of them as though they were here with us now? Do we believe as though we had in hand the things which we hope for? Are they ours before we get them? All this was true in the faith of Abraham. He considered God's promises of future acquisitions as dependable as were God's already received realities. Both to him were things already received. He had what he hoped for. He possessed what he was to obtain. 

Let us each examine his faith in the light of the faith of Abraham. 

VI. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM REVEALED AGAINST HOPE HE BELIEVED IN HOPE (Romans 4:18-19 ) 
Our verse reveals a real faith: "Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be." The next verse adds: "And being not weak in faith, he considered not his body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb." 

1. Abraham's faith was according to that which God had spoken, and not according to natural facts or factors. What if he were as good as dead? What if Sarah were past bearing? What did that have to do with God's ability to do what He had said? 

Must we limit God to work in the realm of the natural, or allow Him to work in the realm of the miraculous? Is God man, that His hand must be shortened that He cannot save? Is God not abundantly able to do what He promises? Shall faith limit God by man's idea of limitations? Shall faith become unbelief, when anything outside the realm of what is possible with man comes up? 

Does the fact that man cannot do it mean that God cannot do it? We are told to walk by faith: where shall we walk? We are told to live by faith: how shall we live? Shall we place ourselves inside the wonderful achievements of mortal man, and say to faith, "So far shalt thou go, and no further?" Even though man has never been able to walk, or to sleep in peace in a lions' den, faith can so do. Man has never walked up and down in the midst of the fire, yet faith can walk there. We aver that what is impossible to men, is possible to faith. 

2. As the church has lost faith in God's Word of promise generally so, it has lost power to do wonders. We need some more Abrahams, and Moseses, and Elijahs, and Gideons, and Davids, and the like. With the coming of the church age, did God cease to work in the realm of the miraculous? Then it is because the church ceased to believe into that realm. When the church was born, did faith die? When the church came in, did God, who worketh all things after the counsel of His will, go out? 

VII. ABRAHAM STAGGERED NOT THROUGH UNBELIEF (Romans 4:20-21 ) 
1. Abraham staggered not through unbelief. We judge that the church, instead of laying her failure in the realm of the miraculous to the silence of God in this age, had better place her failures at the feet of her own unbelief. Unbelief is black with the frown of God. Unbelief is the foe of everything spiritual, and of every attempt and effective accomplishment of the present-hour saints. 

2. Abraham was strong in faith giving glory to God. How the words slay us. Shall saints of yore know more of God than we know? Shall they stagger not, while we stagger? Shall they haste to give glory to God, while we languish on in unbelief? God forbid! 

Abraham gave glory to God when he received the promise. Abraham never did receive a great bulk of what God had promised, but he died in faith, and everything promised shall yet be fulfilled, and his seed, even as it was said. The presence of Israel, the Jews of today, in such ever-increasing numbers, is a sufficient proof that God is about to do what He told Abraham He would do. 

3. Abraham was fully persuaded that what God promised He was able to perform. Do we not have the God of Abraham for our God? Are we living in God who was, or who is? The God who of old was able to perform all that He had promised, is still able to do the same. 

Come, let us examine His promises to the Church. Let us take a tablet and write them down, one by one: then, with all of them written, let us write across that all God is able to perform, and He will perform even as we faith Him. 

4. All this faith of Abraham which staggered not, was not written for his sake, but for us also. Righteousness was imputed to Abraham because he believed God. We too may have righteousness imputed to us if we believe in Him who wrought the supreme miracle of raising Christ from the dead; even the Christ who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification. Hearken here is the miracle of all miracles a Saviour who is ours by faith. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Abraham, without knowing where he went, obeyed God, and Abraham has abundant rewards. 

"'Go, and dig there!' advised a facetious miner, thinking to play a joke on the confiding tenderfoot who had asked where he should begin his mining. He pointed as he spoke to a crumbling prospect hole, long before abandoned. To the eyes of inexperience one spot looked as promising as another, and the new arrival set to work, with the result that in less than twenty-four hours he had uncovered one of the richest veins of tellurium ever opened in that camp. He was still so ignorant of what he had found that when another miner offered to sink the shaft forty feet for a half interest in the claim, the opportunity to relieve a pair of blistering palms was hailed with delight. Yet that forty feet of sinking paid something like Â£10,000, while, first and last, the great Melvina Mine of Boulder County, Col., has yielded nearly Â£140,000. 'Treasures of wickedness profit nothing' (Proverbs 10:2 ). Like Moses, seek the 'greater riches than the treasures in Egypt' (Hebrews 11:26 )." 

Verses 13-25
Abraham an Exemplar of Faith 
Romans 4:1-5 , Romans 4:13-25 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In our verses there are several things relative to the faith of Abraham that are worthy of note: 

1. What did Abraham find according to the flesh? The query is one of a far vista, for it deeply concerns every one of us. 

(1) If Abraham were justified by the flesh he might have had whereof to glory, but not before God. He could have gloried before men, because men look at the outward appearances. Men delight to boast in their own worthiness and their own accomplishments. Men delight in parading themselves, as. though they, by their might or prowess, had done this or that After the flesh and before men, Abraham might have paraded his power to make money, and to increase his goods; he might have gloried in his feats of valor, such as overthrowing certain kings and delivering his nephew Lot; he might have gloried in his power in prayer; in his dedication of Isaac to death; in his years of faithful service and worship. 

(2) Before God, Abraham could not have gloried in any of these, because, in what he did, power was given him of God. Before God, Abraham, like all of us, was but a sinner saved by grace. Every good he possessed in daily walk, every virtue he showed, and every act of faith he demonstrated, was all the gift of God. He was beautiful only by God's beauty that God had put upon him, 

2. If Abraham had been saved or justified by works, the reward would not be reckoned of grace but of works. The moment we pass into the realm of works, we pass out of the realm of grace. Rewards lie in those accomplishments of saints which follow after they have been saved by grace. For God is not unrighteous to forget our work and labor of love; therefore when He comes He says, "My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." 

Rewards must, therefore, of necessity, fall far below the bestowment of grace, for this simple reason, that rewards can give no more than merit requires; but grace can give unbounding favors, because it is based on Christ's sacrificial Blood, and His marvelous accomplishments for those who believe. 

No man could merit eternal life, or Heaven, or any of its glorious and eternal benefactions, because none of us could render a service to merit so great a prize. 

3. The righteousness which is by faith. Romans 4:3 says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." Romans 4:5 says, "To him that * * believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." 

What was it, then, for which Abraham believed God? He believed that God had found a way by which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly. That was the underlying principle of Abraham's faith not merely that God had told Abraham to go out to a country that he knew not of, and that Abraham by faith went out; not merely that God told Abraham to offer up his son, and that Abraham by faith had obeyed, and was in the process of sacrificing Isaac, accounting that God would raise him up not that alone. 

The faith that was counted unto Abraham for righteousness was the faith that believed that God, through the death of Christ (whose day Abraham saw and understood) could justify the ungodly, Abraham believed that God would put his sins on Christ, and Christ's righteousness upon him he believed this, and nothing short of this; because anything short of this kind of faith, God could not have counted unto him for righteousness. 

I. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM WAS NOT A FAITH AFTER THE LAW (Romans 4:13 ) 
Here is Romans 4:13 : "For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith." These words carry great weight. If righteousness had come to Abraham by the Law, then Christ had died in vain. If righteousness had come to Abraham by circumcision, then men could be saved by religious rites and ceremonies. 

Circumcision was, however, only a sign or a seal of the fact that Abraham had obtained righteousness by faith, while he was yet uncircumcised. 

Thus also Abraham's righteousness by faith, being uncircumcised, is set forth by the Spirit of God to demonstrate the fact that uncircumcised Gentiles may now be justified by faith, apart from the works and the rites of the Law. What then? 

1. If righteousness were by the works of the Law as given to the Jews, then all Gentiles would of necessity have been forced to become righteous only by being grafted into Judaism, and Judaistic rites. We who are Gentiles would have needed to become Jews, sealed by the seal of Judaistic circumcision. We would have been forced to become followers of Abraham, according to the flesh, and not after the Spirit. 

2. If righteousness had come by Judaistic Law-works, then the Gentiles who know not the Law would have perished without the Law. Then the whole set-up of world missions as it now stands would have to be done away. Then the Church would need to be forever set aside, as an incubus on God's method of redemption. Then the ordinances of the Church, which link us to the Cross, would need be done away. Then the proclamation of salvation by grace through faith would cease to be God's plan of redemption. Then the Cross would be thrown out of the plan of redemption. 

If righteousness is by Law-works, or Law-rites, then Christ would have died a martyr, and not a Redeemer; a murdered religious zealot, and not a God-sent Saviour. 

Salvation would have been a work of the flesh, humanly reached through the deeds of the flesh, instead of a power of God through the Spirit. Then all the songs of the redeemed in Heaven would need to be hushed. 

II. IF ABRAHAM WAS SAVED BY THE LAW, FAITH IS VOID (Romans 4:14 ) 
Let us quote Romans 4:14 : "For if they which are of the Law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect." 

1. God's promise to Abraham concerning his seed and their heirship would have long ago faded away under the basis of Law-works. If God had promised Abraham that of his seed He would raise up Christ, and promised it solely by virtue of Abraham's worthiness and upon the worthiness of his children and his children's children, then Christ had never been born. Any promise based upon anything humanly dependent is certain to fail, through the weakness of human flesh. The reason the Law cannot perfect is because the Law is made weak by the flesh; that is, the heart of man is deceitful above all things and is desperately wicked. Who can know it? 

2. God's promise to Abraham concerning his seed and their heirship would long have been made impossible if based upon religious rites and ceremonies. Even religious forms and traditions, Divinely given, soon are corrupted by man. Take the things commanded by God to Moses, concerning the Tabernacle and the worship of God; all these were soon spoiled by human additions and subtractions, even the rabbinical additions to the Judaistic demands. Hear the Lord Jesus as He speaks to the scribes and Pharisees. They had come to Him, saying, "Why do Thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread." The Lord Jesus replied, "Why do ye also transgress the Commandment of God by your tradition?" These rulers in Israel had so mutilated what God had said, that Christ, said unto them, "Ye hypocrites, * * in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 
Take present-day Judaism: it is far, far away from the express commandments of God. Take also the present-day church, how has it gone away from the simplicities of the New Testament church! There is not one altogether true to the faith once delivered. Thus, if salvation was based upon Law-works or church rites, it would of necessity collapse. 

III. THE LAW WORKETH WRATH (Romans 4:15 ) 
1. How would you like to trust something to save you from wrath, that worketh wrath? Why, then, does the Law work wrath? We know that the Law is holy and righteous and good. How then can that which is good, work wrath? Remember, the Laws of God, like all just and holy laws, carry with them penalties for disobedience. The Law worketh wrath, because it carries these penalties upon the disobedient. 

A law unenforced by penalties is a law that is void. A law given to the lawless will be quickly broken. Therefore the law must carry vengeance upon lawbreakers. 

2. The giving of the Law was under throes of darkness, and a tempest, and an earthquake. Old Sinai did exceedingly tremble and shake. The reason for all this was that the Law was holy, but man was vile; the Law was righteous, but man was unrighteous; the Law was just, but man was unjust. He who would, as a sinner and breaker of the Law, appeal to the Law for salvation, is appealing unto the sword that is unsheathed to slay him. Shall we seek light from that which forebodes darkness and death? Shall we look for mercy where justice reigns? 

3. The Law then becomes a schoolmaster to drive us to Christ. By the Law comes the knowledge of sin, but not a Saviour from sin. From the Law comes the pronouncement, "The wages of sin is death"; from faith comes the pronouncement, "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Nay, I had not known sin but by the Law. I had not known the depth of sin, if the height of God's holiness had not been proclaimed by the Law. 

What then? How can a sinner be just before God? The Law cannot justify the one whom it can only condemn. The Law cannot save that which it judges worthy of death. There remains, therefore, but one hope, and that is by the way of faith in Christ, even the Christ who died, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God; even the Christ who was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

IV. WHEREIN THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM STANDS FORTH SUPREME (Romans 4:16 ) 
Our verse is a rather long one. It reads: "Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the Law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all." 

1. Faith drives us away from the Law and into the arms of grace. Herein is the faith of Abraham disassociated from everything that is of the Law, and of any self-accomplishment. It was not the achievements of Abraham's faith to which he looked for salvation. The achievements of Abraham's faith were the result of his faith, not the object of his faith. 

Abraham looked by faith unto a redemption which is in Christ Jesus. He looked purposely and distinctly, not vaguely and indefinitely. He saw Christ, saw His atonement, saw His resurrection, saw it all; and seeing, he believed. He cast himself onto the arms of God's grace. His faith antedated his works, as well as his circumcision. 

Yes, according to James, faith will work; and it will work wonderfully, even as Abraham's faith worked. Abraham was justified by a faith that works; he showed us his faith by his works. However, Abraham's faith that worked was not in the works of his faith, but in God's grace, which saves. 

2. If salvation were by works, then it would be by the works of an unregenerated heart. If salvation were by works, then it would be works that are impossible, and unacceptable to God; for the very best of the works of the flesh is enmity to God, and cannot please God. 

The moment faith becomes supreme in the life, as a basis for salvation, that moment the works of the flesh are denied, and grace is enthroned. 

3. Salvation by grace through faith makes the promise sure to all the seed of Abraham; not to the Jews only, but also to the Gentiles; not to the circumcision only, but also to the uncircumcision. 
If salvation were by the Law, or by Law-works, or by Law-rites, then the Jew would have every advantage. But salvation by grace through faith is a message to every man. All stand alike guilty before God; and all, alike, may be saved by grace. 

V. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM UNVEILED ITS SPIRITUAL VISION (Romans 4:7 ) 
Here is a wonderful Scripture: "(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before Him whom he believed, even God, who quickened the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were." We now begin to get an inside light on the far-flung meanings of Abraham's faith. 

1. He believed God. Here is something that goes deep down into Abraham's grip of faith. His faith was not placed in things, nor in himself, nor in men. He believed God. How this expression brings to mind the words, "Have faith in God." God is the only Rock that stands unshaken; He is the only Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep; He is the only Light that never fades. 

God's Word is the only Word that is forever and for aye, Amen. It is the only Word that never fails, never falters, never flees. 

2. He believed in God who quickeneth the dead. Abraham, in the offering of Isaac, believed in the God who is the Resurrection and the Life. He believed more than this he believed in the resurrection of the saints. We read that Abraham received Isaac from the dead in a figure. Yes, he saw the resurrection of Isaac, and of Christ, and of us all. What a faith in God! 

3. He believed in God, calling those things which are not as though they were. Faith may have a far-flung vision; however, faith brings that far-flung vision into the immediate present. Faith gives substance to the things hoped for; and evidence to the things not seen. Faith makes things become so real that it acts as though they were present. 

We often speak of eschatology, of things to come, of thing's in the far distance. Do we speak of them as though they were here with us now? Do we believe as though we had in hand the things which we hope for? Are they ours before we get them? All this was true in the faith of Abraham. He considered God's promises of future acquisitions as dependable as were God's already received realities. Both to him were things already received. He had what he hoped for. He possessed what he was to obtain. 

Let us each examine his faith in the light of the faith of Abraham. 

VI. THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM REVEALED AGAINST HOPE HE BELIEVED IN HOPE (Romans 4:18-19 ) 
Our verse reveals a real faith: "Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be." The next verse adds: "And being not weak in faith, he considered not his body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb." 

1. Abraham's faith was according to that which God had spoken, and not according to natural facts or factors. What if he were as good as dead? What if Sarah were past bearing? What did that have to do with God's ability to do what He had said? 

Must we limit God to work in the realm of the natural, or allow Him to work in the realm of the miraculous? Is God man, that His hand must be shortened that He cannot save? Is God not abundantly able to do what He promises? Shall faith limit God by man's idea of limitations? Shall faith become unbelief, when anything outside the realm of what is possible with man comes up? 

Does the fact that man cannot do it mean that God cannot do it? We are told to walk by faith: where shall we walk? We are told to live by faith: how shall we live? Shall we place ourselves inside the wonderful achievements of mortal man, and say to faith, "So far shalt thou go, and no further?" Even though man has never been able to walk, or to sleep in peace in a lions' den, faith can so do. Man has never walked up and down in the midst of the fire, yet faith can walk there. We aver that what is impossible to men, is possible to faith. 

2. As the church has lost faith in God's Word of promise generally so, it has lost power to do wonders. We need some more Abrahams, and Moseses, and Elijahs, and Gideons, and Davids, and the like. With the coming of the church age, did God cease to work in the realm of the miraculous? Then it is because the church ceased to believe into that realm. When the church was born, did faith die? When the church came in, did God, who worketh all things after the counsel of His will, go out? 

VII. ABRAHAM STAGGERED NOT THROUGH UNBELIEF (Romans 4:20-21 ) 
1. Abraham staggered not through unbelief. We judge that the church, instead of laying her failure in the realm of the miraculous to the silence of God in this age, had better place her failures at the feet of her own unbelief. Unbelief is black with the frown of God. Unbelief is the foe of everything spiritual, and of every attempt and effective accomplishment of the present-hour saints. 

2. Abraham was strong in faith giving glory to God. How the words slay us. Shall saints of yore know more of God than we know? Shall they stagger not, while we stagger? Shall they haste to give glory to God, while we languish on in unbelief? God forbid! 

Abraham gave glory to God when he received the promise. Abraham never did receive a great bulk of what God had promised, but he died in faith, and everything promised shall yet be fulfilled, and his seed, even as it was said. The presence of Israel, the Jews of today, in such ever-increasing numbers, is a sufficient proof that God is about to do what He told Abraham He would do. 

3. Abraham was fully persuaded that what God promised He was able to perform. Do we not have the God of Abraham for our God? Are we living in God who was, or who is? The God who of old was able to perform all that He had promised, is still able to do the same. 

Come, let us examine His promises to the Church. Let us take a tablet and write them down, one by one: then, with all of them written, let us write across that all God is able to perform, and He will perform even as we faith Him. 

4. All this faith of Abraham which staggered not, was not written for his sake, but for us also. Righteousness was imputed to Abraham because he believed God. We too may have righteousness imputed to us if we believe in Him who wrought the supreme miracle of raising Christ from the dead; even the Christ who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification. Hearken here is the miracle of all miracles a Saviour who is ours by faith. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Abraham, without knowing where he went, obeyed God, and Abraham has abundant rewards. 

"'Go, and dig there!' advised a facetious miner, thinking to play a joke on the confiding tenderfoot who had asked where he should begin his mining. He pointed as he spoke to a crumbling prospect hole, long before abandoned. To the eyes of inexperience one spot looked as promising as another, and the new arrival set to work, with the result that in less than twenty-four hours he had uncovered one of the richest veins of tellurium ever opened in that camp. He was still so ignorant of what he had found that when another miner offered to sink the shaft forty feet for a half interest in the claim, the opportunity to relieve a pair of blistering palms was hailed with delight. Yet that forty feet of sinking paid something like Â£10,000, while, first and last, the great Melvina Mine of Boulder County, Col., has yielded nearly Â£140,000. 'Treasures of wickedness profit nothing' (Proverbs 10:2 ). Like Moses, seek the 'greater riches than the treasures in Egypt' (Hebrews 11:26 )." 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-5
Much More the Grace of God 
Romans 5:1-5 , Romans 5:15-21 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have before us today portions of Romans for our study. The Epistle of Paul to the Romans carries with it one of God's supreme messages for saints. Three great facts stand before us: (1) The fact of sin, with its universality. (2) The fact of redemption, through the Calvary work of Christ, where grace is supreme. (3) The fact of the victorious life in Christ Jesus, through the Spirit. 

A fourth message that stands in the limelight in Romans is a special word concerning Israel. This part of the Book includes chapters 9, 10, and 11. 

1. The fact of sin. Grace cannot operate apart from the darkness and gloom of sin. The fall of man, with all of the results of his sin against the Most Holy, made possible the operation of God's grace. 

Grace is based upon love, and it operates in mercy; but grace bears a deeper meaning than either of the other two. 

When love is toward the unworthy, it begins to operate in the realm of grace; and when mercy is shown to the guilty, it works on the basis of grace. 

Grace is the kindness of God to us while we were yet sinners. Grace is mercy to the unmerciful; kindness to the unkind; goodness to the wholly bad, and salvation to those unworthy to be saved. 

Where worth begins, grace ends; where merit enters in, grace passes out. 

One of the great verses of the Bible is this one: "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." There is another verse which is a close kin: He "loved us, and washed us from our sins," that is, He loved us before He washed us. 

Thus, where grace abounds, sin abounds. Where there is no sin there may be rivers of love, but grace moves in mercy toward sinners. 

2. The fact of redemption from sin and for sinners. Grace is the great motive power that moved God in making Christ an offering for sin. Grace ferreted out the way by which God could be just, and the justifier of the guilty. Grace discovered the way by which God; the holy, could bring man, the unholy, into His Divine presence chamber. 

Grace, however, does not end its mercies at the Cross. Grace reaches on into the far vistas of the "ages to come." Here is a Scripture that marvelously magnifies grace: "That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." 

Grace enters into Heaven; grace passes into the ages beyond, where sin cannot enter, only because saved sinners can enter there. 

It is His kindness to us the "us" carries with it the marvelous scope of redemption toward those who once were lost, dead in trespasses and sins. 

3. Grace operates through faith. We are familiar with the Scripture, "By grace are ye saved through faith." Grace, is the Divine side; faith, is the human side. Grace, is God moving out toward the lost sinner; faith, is the lost sinner moving out toward God. Grace reaches down; faith reaches up. Grace is God reconciling; faith is man accepting. 

There is, however, one thing we must remember, that even faith is the gift of God. Faith is made operative in us, but faith is in us because God put it there. Grace is God seeking to save, by way of the Cross, and by every other means through which He makes it possible for man to be saved. In addition to the work of Calvary, He gives the Word of salvation as found in the Scriptures. He also gives the Holy Spirit to convict men of sin. 

Faith is man's act, and yet we still insist that faith is impossible, unless it is wrought in the heart, by God. 

I. JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE (Romans 4:24-25 ) 
The Spirit, through the Apostle, has been discussing the utter weakness of a sinner to save himself. He has put special stress upon the fact that the Law cannot save, because the Law is a broken precept. Under the Law, every mouth is stopped, and all the world becomes guilty before God. The man who rests in the Law, and maketh his boast of God, is certain to break the Law, thus bringing dishonor upon God, If we would be saved by the Law, we must be doers of the Law; however, all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. The result is, that, by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight. 

Grace now steps in and provides a way by which the righteousness of God, without the Law, may be manifested. This is the righteousness of God by the faith of Jesus Christ. It is a righteousness that passes upon all them that believe. 

Now we can sing, being justified freely by His grace. 

Grace does not operate upon the basis of man's work or deeds. It operates wholly through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Grace is God setting forth His Son to be a propitiation for our sins; grace is God declaring us righteous, through the Blood of Christ. Grace is God granting the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God, upon every one which believeth in Jesus. 

II. GRACE FORBIDS HUMAN GLORY (Romans 4:1-5 ) 
It is natural for the flesh to boast. We delight to say that we have done this, or, that we have done that. When we come, however, into the realm of salvation, there is no place for human glorying. 

The Spirit asks, "Where is boasting then?" "It is excluded." How is it excluded? Is it excluded by works? That is impossible. If we were saved by what we are, or by what we do, we would have whereof to glory. 

In emphasizing this, the Spirit uses an illustration. Let us mark His words. "If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God." 

Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees. Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went. Abraham became a tent-dweller, looking for a city whose Builder and Maker is God. Abraham offered up Isaac. Abraham paid a tithe to Melchisedec of all that he possessed. These were all works of faith, but by none of them was Abraham justified. 

It was not works which justified Abraham, but it was the faith that worked. Abraham believed God, and his faith was counted to him for righteousness. Abraham's faith was not a dead faith, as we have seen. However, it was not the works of faith that saved Abraham, but the faith that works. 

If God had counted righteousness unto Abraham because of his works, Abraham would have had every reason to glory; but since Abraham was saved by faith, the reward was reckoned unto him of grace, and not of debt. 

The supreme message, herein, is, that justification is to him who worketh not, but to him who believeth on God who justifieth the ungodly; his faith is counted for righteousness. 

III. GRACE OPERATES THROUGH FAITH (Romans 4:16 ) 
Our verse says, "Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed." 

If salvation were by law-works, it would not be equal to all; but, since salvation is by grace through faith, it is made sure to every one who believes. 

Again, the Spirit brings Abraham before us, and speaks of our walking in the steps of that faith, because Abraham's faith was not through law-works; for it was through the "righteousness of faith" that the promise came to Abraham. 

The story of Israel, under the Law, abundantly proves man's helplessness to keep the Law. The Law is no more than a schoolmaster to drive us to Christ. The Law can do no more than to prove to us our sin. If we are under the Law, we are under the curse, for it is written, "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law to do them." 

The Ten Commandments were no sooner given than they were broken. When Moses, coming down from the mountain, beheld the Children of Israel dancing around the golden calf, he broke the tables which held the Law; the Law, that the Israelites had already broken. Thus, "the Law worketh wrath," 

Now we understand the wherefore of grace, and, the position of faith. Once more the faith of Abraham is used as an example: because Abraham against hope, believed in hope. He knew that his own body was as good as dead, for he was about an hundred years old, when God certified to him the birth of Isaac. Yet, "he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief"; but he was strong in faith, giving glory to God. Abraham was fully persuaded, that God was able to give him a son, even Isaac. Therefore, his faith was "imputed to him for righteousness." 
What is our conclusion? It is this: Righteousness shall likewise be imputed to us, through faith, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord, from the dead. 

IV. THE MUCH MORE OF GRACE (Romans 5:14-15 ) 
Now come into that matchless chapter, Romans five. This chapter compares the first man, with the second; the first Adam, with the last Adam. It was by one man that sin entered into the world, and death by sin. It was because of that one man's sin, that death passed upon all men, inasmuch as all men have sinned. 

Thus, it was that death reigned from Adam to Moses; and, from Moses to this hour. 

Over against sin and its reign, through Adam, the Spirit places the free gift of God through Christ. Verse fifteen reads, "Not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many." 

How wonderful it all is! 

"He saw us ruined by the fall, 

Yet loved us notwithstanding all. 

He saved us from our lost estate. 

His loving kindness, O how great!" 

Not only this, but He superabounded in His grace over all the wreckage of sin. What we lost in Adam, we have more than gained in Christ. The depths to which Adam's sin, and ours, has dragged us, are not comparable only to the heights to which the grace of God has lifted us. 

We delight in the expression, "Much more the grace of God." 

We are now justified by faith. We now have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We now have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and our hearts rejoice. 

V. GRACE AND LIFE (Romans 5:17-18 ) 
It is a gruesome sight to stand and view the result of one man's offence. Our Scripture text says, "Death reigned by one." The world has become but little more than a graveyard. The wreckage of sin is seen on every hand. Death reigns, that is, death is a monarch, holding sway. Death is a monarch, scythe in hand, whose victorious sweep cannot be hindered. We may hold back the ravages of death for a day, by attempting to resist death's reign; but sooner or later every opposing power must succumb, as grim death with open scythe stands victor mid the wreckage which death has wrought. 

Every newspaper shows that sin and death still reign. Blood and carnage are ever about us. We who are living, are daily walking through a valley of the shadow of death. Sin and sorrow, shame and suffering, are on every hand. The cries of many wounded and dying are ever in our ears. 

Against all of this we read that they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by One, Christ Jesus. 

How blessed it is to step out of the valley of death into the garden of life; If sin brought death, and death reigned by one; much more do we reign, in life, by One. 

Let the artist paint the shadow of sin and of death with ever so gruesome a detail; yet, his painting will afford no more than the background, which shall enhance the beauty and the glory of the reign in life, which is given to us, by grace. 

Let hell be pictured in all of its honors; Heaven doth super-abound in all of its glories. 

We delight in God's far-flung vision of redemption. We can almost hear our Lord saying, "The former things are passed away." The new Heaven, and the new earth, and the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, will soon come. God will soon be dwelling with men. What now is before us? "There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away," Thank God for the "much more" of grace! 

Jesus, my Saviour, Bright Morning Star, 

Come soon, Lord Jesus, come from afar; 

Thy saints have grown weary with Thy delay, 

Bend Thou the heavens, come soon, we pray. 

VI. GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans 5:20-21 ) 
In the preceding study we spoke of the "much more of grace," in the vision of life and its beneficent results super-abounding over death and its devastating wreckage. 

We continue with much the same thought, only, instead of seeing life reigning, we find grace itself is reigning through righteousness unto eternal life. 
In Adam sin reigned. In Christ grace reigns. Where sin reigned, the curse reigned. The supreme conception of sin, is its downward pull. Sin steals from us everything that is worth the while. It reigns until it ravages humankind, and reigns unto death. 
How blessed it is that we can enter the valley where sin abounded, and find grace superabounding! We who sat under the scepter where sin reigns unto death, now sit in Christ where grace reigns unto eternal life. 

We saw in a Georgia swamp, mid the mirk and the mire of death and decay, a beautiful white flower, sending out its fragrance. As we stooped down and plucked it, we thought of how, when we were dead in trespasses and sin, God quickened us, gave us a new life; and raised us, and gave us a new righteousness. Then He caused us to sit down with Him in the Heavenlies, and gave us a new fellowship. 

Let us turn our gaze from sin, as it sits upon its throne, reigning unto death, and behold grace, as it sits upon its throne, reigning through righteousness unto eternal life. 

Where is he that would not like to renounce the throne and scepter of sin and Satan, and enlist under the throne and scepter of righteousness and of Christ? 

VII. THE SUPREME QUESTION (Romans 6:1 ; Romans 6:14-15 ) 
We have been following God's message concerning grace. We have passed along, step by step, until, by grace and through faith, we have seen ourselves lifted up, from the dominion of sin and of death, and into God's eternal life and glory. A supreme question now is thrown before us. It is twice asked. First in verse one, of chapter six; and again in verse fifteen of the same chapter. 

Verse one, asks, "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" 

Verse fifteen, asks, "Shall we sin, because we are not under the Law, but under Grace?" 

The questions are similar, the answer is the same: "God forbid." 

Is grace a license to lust, even unto those who have drunk from its bounty? Is grace a permission for impiety? Is grace an encouragement to iniquity? Shall we sin, because grace super-abounds over sin? God forbid. 

Grace is a call to live in righteousness. Grace teaches us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 

Shall we who are baptized into Christ's death on the Cross; and then buried with Him by baptism in the likeness of His death, and of His resurrection, continue in sin? 

Shall we who, in Christ, are dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, permit sin to reign in our mortal body, that we should obey it in the lusts thereof? 

If we yield ourselves as servants of sin unto death, how can we call ourselves servants of righteousness unto life? 

Of old, we yielded our members to the authority of uncleanness and iniquity; but now we yield our members as servants of righteousness unto holiness. God has said, "Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the Law, but under Grace." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Thinking of God's much more of Grace over sin, reminds us of Dr. Biederwolf's story: 

"Deeper Than That" 
"Depth" (Ephesians 3:18 ). 

"When Nansen was looking for the North Pole he found himself in very deep water. He tried to take his sounding, but his line would not reach bottom. He took his book and wrote the date, the length of his line, and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' The next day he lengthened his line and dropped it, and again it failed to touch. Again he wrote down the date and length of his line and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' The next day he gathered all the rope that could be found on the vessel and made it into one long line and dropped it down, but it did not touch the bottom. Once more he took his book and wrote the date, the length of his longest line, and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' Oh, the depth of the love of Christ!" 

Verses 1-11
The Great Salvation 
Romans 5:1-11 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. God's story of sin. The fifth chapter of Romans is God's great climactic of the theme of redemption. Earlier chapters of the Book of Romans set forth the story of sin in all its heinousness. The Gentile world is declared unto sin. The Jewish world is then set forth under the same flaring headlines. Following is a conclusion in chapter 3 that "all have sinned" and every mouth is stopped. The whole world stands guilty before God. God proclaims that "there is none righteous, no, not one." All have turned out of the way, and together they have become filthy. 

2. God's story of righteousness. After sin in all its heinousness has been discussed, the Lord begins to develop the second stage of redemption which is the discussion of the righteousness of God, made possible apart from the Law. This righteousness is declared to be manifested by the faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all who believe. It is possible to all who believe because Christ died for all, and became a propitiation, or mercy seat, through faith in His Blood, to declare His righteousness by the remission of sins. God thus becomes a Justifier of the ungodly, through the Blood of the Cross, and upon the faith of the believer in Jesus Christ. The accomplishing of this righteousness of God is set forth as being apart from works. For this cause all boasting on the part of man is forever excluded, and grace is forever enthroned. 

3. The Book of Romans continues to take up the discussion of salvation by grace and through faith. This is a marvelous message, and one that needs to be thoroughly understood. Abraham and David are both used as examples, showing how we are saved without works and through grace, but according to faith. It is this salvation that brings glory to God. 

As a great conclusion of the message of redemption, it is stated in Romans 4:1-25 that God delivered Christ for our offenses, and raised Him again because of our justification. Having thus considered a few of the outstanding features of redemption we come to the study of today, which is a discussion of the first eleven verses of Romans 5:1-21 . We might suggest that the fifth chapter is the great resume of redemption. Today's study opens with a great statement as to the cause and first results of reconciliation; this is followed (beginning with the 12th verse) by the marvelous vision of the superabounding grace of God through Jesus Christ in preponderance over sin and its effects. 

I. A THREEFOLD STATEMENT RELATIVE TO THE UNSAVED (Romans 5:6 the ungodly; 5:8 sinners; 5:9 enemies) 
We have selected three different verses, three distinctive and illuminating statements concerning the wicked: they are ungodly, they are sinners, and they are enemies. Let us notice these one at a time. 

1. The ungodly. The word ungodly means apart from God, or without God. There is a verse in Titus which tells us that we should live soberly, righteously, and godly. Soberly, suggests our attitude within ourselves; righteously, suggests our attitude toward our fellow men; and godly, our attitude toward God, A godly man is one who has God. He recognizes God's supremacy, God's place and power in redemption, God's part in his life. He walks and talks with God. He lives out God. An ungodly man is one who repudiates God; one who does not hold God in his thoughts; who will not acknowledge God in his life. 

You remember how Pharaoh said, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?" He said he would not have "this man" to reign over him. 

Every ungodly man takes the attitude toward God which is described in the first chapter of Romans. They do not like to retain God in their knowledge. The ungodly are those who deny God and who change the Truth of God into a He. They worship and serve the creation more than the Creator. 

2. Sinners. Sinners are the ungodly in action. They not only leave God out of their thoughts, but they are given over to lasciviousness and to all uncleanness. They are implacable and unmerciful. They are full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, inventors of evil things. God's portraiture of the human heart shows it to be deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. A sinner is a man who sins. "Sinner" is a word which suggests sin in action. 

3. Enemies. Enemies are the ungodly fighting God. There are many sinners who are not enemies in the aggressive sense. When sin has ripened in the life, men will not only be ungodly, but they will be against God, They will join battle, saying, "Let us break Their bands asunder, and cast away Their cords from us." They will set themselves together against the Lord and against His anointed. We remember the expression, "Jericho was shut up." That is the. picture of an enemy in resistance, refusing to allow God to enter or to rule his life. 

II. A STATEMENT RELATIVE TO GOD (Romans 5:8 ) 
One of the beautiful things in Romans 5:1-21 is summed up in two words: "But God." "But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Did you ever go into a jeweler's store to purchase a diamond? That jeweler threw the diamonds down on a dark velvet cloth in order that their luster might shine forth the more. Thus it is that God in our verses has thrown down the dark background which we have just been discussing: the ungodly, the sinners, the enemies. Then, against this background He throws the statement we now have before us: "But God." It seems as though the Spirit would thus give us God's marvelous love to shine forth. You remember how the second chapter of Ephesians has a similar statement. First, there are six things said about the sinner: he is dead, walking according to the course of this age; he is under the power of the spirit who rules among the ungodly; he is energized by Satan; he has his conversation in the lusts of the flesh and the mind; and he is a child of wrath. After this has been stated we read, "But God." God then is described under three words: His love, His mercy, and His grace. 

In Romans 5:1-21 we find the same marvelous conception laid before us. We were sinners, ungodly, and enemies, but God commended His love toward us. 

We walked in a Southern city one day and discovered a beautiful flower as white as snow which had sprung out of an old decayed root where filth abounded. Thus, God seemed to pass by where pollution reigned. He spoke, and lo, a flower! God also passed by a human heart which was full of sin and iniquity. He spoke, and lo, a new life created in righteousness and true holiness sprang forth. 

III. THE STATEMENT OF CHRIST'S CALVARY SACRIFICE (Vs. 6, Christ died for the ungodly; Vs. 8, While we were sinners He died for us; Vs. 10, When we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son) 
Three times we have the statement of Christ's death. In each of these statements one of the threefold conditions of the wicked is met. Let us look at them separately. 

1. Christ died for the ungodly. Here we might use the word propitiation, which suggests mercy seat. God in His great mercy made a way through which the ungodly might be restored to fellowship with God. The prodigal in the far country finds a way through which he can return to the father. That way is the way of the shed Blood. 

2. Christ died for sinners. Here we might use the word "substitution." A sinner is one who sins. One who sins, sins because he is sinful. God is a holy God, and He cannot receive into His presence the unholy. God is just, and He cannot receive the guilty. It was for this cause that Christ was made sin for us. He took our place, suffered in our stead. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. The result of this substitution is briefly expressed in this way. God put our guilt over on Christ, and made Him to be sin for us. God put Christ's righteousness over on us, and we were made the righteousness of God in Christ. Thus there is the exchange. There is an exchange of places, because He died in our stead. There is an exchange of conditions, for our sins were on Him, and His righteousness was upon us. 

3. Christ died for enemies. The word here which we might use is "reconciliation." We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son. An enemy is a man who is aggressively at odds against the Almighty. The Lord God becomes aggressive in His reconciliation. We read that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. Thank God that this ministry of reconciliation has been committed unto us. 

IV. WE HAVE THE STATEMENT OF GOD'S THREEFOLD WORK IN BEHALF OF THE WICKED (Romans 5:9-10 ) 
We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son; we shall be saved by His life; we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

1. Through Christ's salvation work we are reconciled. Our mind now goes to the Cross, because it was there that our reconciliation took place. In Ephesians 1:7 we have this statement: "In whom we have redemption through His Blood, the forgiveness of sins." It is this which makes us accepted in the Beloved. 

When you think of reconciliation you must not think that Christ was on earth seeking to pacify, on the one hand, the wrath of God, and the wrath of man on the other hand. That there were two enemies: God and man, that these two enemies were each fighting the other, that God was trying to down the sinner, and the sinner was trying to curse God such a conception is altogether at variance to the message of Scripture. 

God could not save the sinner because He was a just God. However, God loved the sinner. This, we have already considered. God commended His love toward us while we were yet sinners. 

God was not fighting to down the sinner, because God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. God wants every man to be saved. The sinner was fighting God the Father, and God the Son, and They, together, were seeking to save that which was lost. 

God's love was held in check by God's justice. God's love fully sustained God's justice when God reconciled the sinner through the Cross of Christ, In other words, Christ was given to die under the determinate counsel of the Father in order that God through the Cross might reach down and save and reconcile the lost. 

2. Kept safe in His life. We are using the literal translation. We are reconciled through His Blood. We are kept safe, or made secure, by His life. Thank God for this picture. We are not only reconciled and saved; we are secure and safe. We have not space to dwell on this, but we suggest that you read John 10:27 , John 10:28 . 

3. We are saved from wrath. This salvation awaits us because the wrath of God will be revealed from Heaven when Christ returns, and also at the great white throne judgment. Reconciled by His Blood, secured in His life, and now saved from the day of wrath through His power. 

V. THE STATEMENT OF WHAT THE BELIEVER OBTAINS (Romans 5:1-2 ) 
1. We have the peace of God. This word suggests that the fight is now over. An old Scottish woman when dying was asked if she had made her peace with God. She replied, "I never made any peace with God. God made my peace, and I accepted it." It was through the Blood of the Cross that peace was made. God now receives us into His own presence and fellowship. 

It is not something that we should have, but it is something that we do have and must have when we are justified by faith. I would not tell a sinner who has just received Christ as his Saviour that he ought to have peace. I would tell him that he has it. We are not talking of peace and rest which we may have in a world of trouble and sorrow. We are talking of peace with God which we have when our sins are washed away through the Blood. 

2. We have access to God. This is the result of peace. If Jesus Christ has made peace by the Blood of the Cross, we have a perfect right of approach now. A sinner in his sin has no method by which he can come to God, but a sinner washed in the Blood of Christ can enter in. The veil of the Temple has been rent. He can come to God through Christ, and God can come to him through Christ. The Book, indeed, tells us that God will come in and make His abode with us. 

3. We have hope in God. This word can reach into the future. Our verse says that we "rejoice in hope of the glory of God." What a far-flung, and all-radiant vision! There is a verse which describes the Second Coming of Christ as a coming of glory and power. This is included in our hope. Another verse tells of the new Jerusalem coming down from God out of Heaven, and "the City will have the glory of God." This, too, is our hope. Thank God for these three things; peace with God, access to God, and hope in God. 

VI. THE STATEMENT OF SOME THINGS WHICH THE BELIEVER HAS DONE (Romans 5:11 ) 
1. We have received the atonement. This is set forth in the last statement of our verse. "By Him we have now received the atonement." The word, atonement, in this verse, is the same word which we have in Romans 5:10 , and it should be translated "reconciliation." This brings before us our part as sinners. 

God gave Christ to die, thereby making the reconciliation possible. We receive the atonement. We do not make it. Sinners could not reconcile themselves unto God. You remember the hymn: 

"Could my tears forever flow, 

Could my zeal no respite know? 

All for sin could not atone, 

Thou must save, and Thou alone." 

There is nothing in us and there is nothing to be done by us which would make us worthy of reconciliation with God. However, Jesus Christ was worthy, and in Him the reconciliation was made. This we receive; that is, we accept. John 1:12 puts it this way: "But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name." 

2. We joy in God. Here is a vision of a life that is redeemed. If we have been saved we are not joying, boasting, or glorying in ourselves. We are giving the glory to God through Jesus Christ, our Lord. All of this is set forth in Romans 4:1-25 where we are told that boasting is excluded. We have nothing whereof to glory, 

3. When we have redemption and reconciliation to God we may expect to have tribulation. The world in which we walked, and out of which we have now come is a world which is without God, which is at enmity to Him. This world which hates our Lord, hates us. When we gain friendship and fellowship with the Lord, we lose friendship and fellowship with all who hate the Lord and set Him at nought. 

The place of the redeemed is by the side of the Redeemer. We are called to walk with Him. We are not only to believe on His Name, but also to suffer for His sake. Our place as Christians is outside the camp with our Lord, bearing His reproach. It is in this that we glory. We suffer not complainingly. The Apostle Paul, in the jail at Philippi was suffering for Christ's sake. He sang as he suffered. The Lord Jesus Christ said on one occasion, "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad." Let this be our part. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"THE GREAT SALVATION" 

"Salvation, by a Person, Not a Plan. We are not saved by a plan, but by a Man, the Man Christ Jesus, 'God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into Glory.' This is not true of any plan, even though God be the Designer of it. The plan of salvation did not die for us. It was the Son of God Himself, 'the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His Person,' who loved us and gave Himself for us. A man may backslide for an acquaintance, however accurate, with a plan or a system; but did any one ever backslide from a true heart-love to God in Christ? 'This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only True God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent'" 

Verses 12-21
The As and So of Scripture 
Romans 5:12-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We wrote a booklet on "As and So," dealing with the "As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man." We now present the wider meanings of some of these Bible combinations As and So. 

Perhaps the most striking combinations of the two words are to be found in the fifth chapter of Romans. Let me jot down some of these for you. 

"As by one man sin entered * * so death passed upon all" (Romans 5:12 ). 

"As the offence, so also is the free gift" (Romans 5:15 ). 

"Not as * * by one * * so is the gift" (Romans 5:16 ). 

"As by the offence of one * * judgment * * so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men" (Romans 5:18 ). 

"As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous" (Romans 5:19 ). 

"As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign" (Romans 5:21 ). 

We have before us a comparison well worthy of thought. Here are some further suggestions: 

1. In each case (excepting the last where it is inferred) the whole entail of sin is laid at the feet of Adam's transgression. How far-reaching then does Adam's sin become? How far-reaching also was Satan's victory over Adam? 

Whatsoever we see today in sin's sweep and sway may be traced back to the garden of Eden and to Adam the father of us all. 

(1) It was by one man sin entered, so death passed upon all. One man could bring in sin and death, but that man, and all of his natural descendents are all helpless to stay sin's march and sin's result, which is death. 

Every effort at social regeneration, or at salvation by any and every scheme known to man, has utterly failed. Sin still rules the hour and death still reigns. 

(2) It was by the offense of one (Adam) that all passed under judgment. Sin cannot go unpunished. When God drove Adam and Eve out of the garden, He gave us a picture of what He must do, and will do to every man under sin. 

All are under the condemnation. Not one man can escape God's judgment nor His wrath. We speak of man, every man, under sin. Every son of Adam is condemned, because all have sinned. 

2. In each case the whole possibility of righteousness is laid at the feet of Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, God's Second Man. 
(1) Death in Adam passed upon all, for that all have sinned; eternal life passes upon all in Christ who receive the atonement. Death was sin, life eternal is the result of faith. 

(2) As was the offense so is the free gift. The offense brought condemnation through the sin of one, the righteousness of Christ brought the free gift upon all. 

(3) One man's disobedience made many sinners; one Man's obedience makes many righteous. In this statement is found God's honor and majesty fully sustained. God cannot save the sinner in his sins. God, however, through Christ made the sinner righteous. The sinner's sin his disobedience was placed onto Christ; Christ's righteousness, by His obedience was passed onto us. He became sin for us, we are made the righteousness of God in Him. 

(4) Sin reigned unto death; grace reigns unto eternal life. Here we stop only to stress one thing. Whatever sin did in its havoc of death, grace does in its blessings of righteousness and life. Grace not only abounds over sin, but it superabounds. Man redeemed, reaches a far higher altitude than man knew before sin had touched him. 

Thus have we sought to scan briefly the great doctrinal statements of "As Adam * * so Christ" and of "As sin * * so righteousness, and of "As death * * so life." 

We have read how: "Upon a steep precipice in the Alps, near Gemi, a white marble cross is erected. Upon the outstretched arms the inscription is placed, 'Jesus only.' A story tells that the only daughter of a noble family, one day while climbing in the mountains, fell from this precipice into the gaping abyss, and lost her life. The parents, bent with grief, could not find comfort. They tried to divert their minds in travel, but could not find any balm. At last they turned to the Lord Jesus, and found comfort and peace. Then upon the mountain slope, where they lost their child, they erected the white cross with the inscription, 'Jesus only.' There is no way to real peace or salvation save 'Jesus only.'" Frommel's Sermons. 

Thus, in salvation, we pass from the "As" of Adam and sin's woe to "So" of salvation by Jesus only. 

I. THE AS AND SO OF THE CROSS (John 3:14 ) 
"As Moses lifted up the serpent * * so must the Son of Man be lifted up." When Christ spoke these words, He not only placed His stamp of approval upon the historicity of Moses, but He also asserted that Moses' historical act, which was done under the command of God, was a typical act, looking down through the centuries to the Cross. 

Christ's Words also revealed the fact of His fore-knowledge of His Cross. Back in the days of Moses, He knew that He was destined to die. Again, in the early days of His earth ministry, when He was speaking to Nicodemus relative to the plan of salvation, He knew that He had to die. 

It was a miracle that brought healing to all who looked at the uplifted serpent. It is a miracle that brings salvation to all who believe upon the uplifted Christ of Calvary's Cross. 

The "As Moses" was a historic miracle; the "even so must Christ" was, when spoken, a miracle in anticipation. 

Let us look into this more carefully. There are three Greek words which are translated into the one English word "Miracle." 

1. The first Greek word is " semeion ." This word means a sign by which anything is designated. The miracle in the wilderness, with its uplifted serpent and the healing of the Israelites, was a sign, because it anticipated and foretold the salvation of sinners through Christ uplifted on the Cross. 

It was, moreover, a sign in that it foreshadowed Christ's death by crucifixion long before such a mode of capital punishment was known to man. It was a sign, again, because the serpent was "accursed," and, therefore, foreshadowed Christ who was to be made a curse for us. The healing of those who looked was also a sign of the salvation of those who believe in Christ. 

2. The second Greek word is " dunamis ." This word suggests Divine power in action. The uplifted serpent was a " dunamis ," because whosoever looked upon it was healed by the power of God. In this sense, the " dunamis " of the uplifted serpent anticipated the " dunamis " or the saving power of God through the Cross. Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth." 

3. The third Greek word is " teras ." This word means a wonder. It suggests the marvel of a miracle, the amazement that is caused among men by the miraculous. When the bitten Israelites looked to the uplifted serpent and were healed, they marveled at the healing grace of the eternal God. They knew there was no power in a serpent of brass to heal them from the bite of living serpents, therefore, they glorified God. In the case of Christ uplifted, the believer never ceases to marvel at the grace of God made manifest in His redemption through the Christ of Calvary's Cross. He is filled with praise and wonder as he thinks upon what God hath wrought. 

Thus, we have seen how the miracle of "as Moses" is linked to the miracle of "even so Christ" a miracle builded upon a miracle; faith builded upon faith, Once again the brazen serpent lifted up by Moses is indissolubly joined to the Christ who was lifted up by God. 

II. THE AS AND SO OF THE RESURRECTION (Matthew 12:40-42 ) 
Once more we have before us a miracle based upon a miracle. Jonah three days and three nights in the whale's belly, and afterward Jonah cast alive onto the land was a miracle. 

Christ three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, and afterward, Christ raised from the dead and alive after His passion was a miracle. 

1. The miracle of Jonah was a " semeion " a sign. Christ said, "There shall no sign be given * * but the sign of the Prophet Jonah." 

Christ knew the depths of the Jonah sign, when the sign was first set forth in the experience of Jonah, for it was He who wrought the miracle of Jonah swallowed and undigested; and it was He who spoke to the fish, commanding it to cast out Jonah upon the land. 

We need not marvel, therefore, that Christ could, in wisdom, declare to the Jews the sign of the Prophet Jonah, and could, with the same wisdom, base His own Deity, with His death and resurrection, upon the Jonah sign. 

2. The miracle of Jonah was a " dunamis " power. The power of God alone could prepare a fish that could safely house the runaway Prophet; and the power of God alone could cause the fish to cast Jonah alive upon the land. 

Thus, also, Christ raised from the dead was a " dunamis ," because only God has power to raise the dead. 

May we suggest that as Christians we need to know the " dunamis " the power of Christ's resurrection in our daily walk and life. 

3. The miracle of Jonah was a " teras " a Divine wonder. It was the wonder of Jonah cast alive on the land, and walking alive upon the streets of Nineveh that caused that great city to repent. 

No Jewish Prophet, crying, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown," could have made the Ninevites to sue for mercy. It was the marvel and the wonder that Jonah lived that startled the Ninevites into believing. They knew that God, and only God, had preserved the Prophet Men of the cloth may doubt the historicity of Jonah, and the possibility of Jonah being swallowed and then cast alive upon the land, but the repentance of Nineveh is the great attest to its truth. 

Thus Christ in saying, "As Jonas * * so shall the Son of Man," based a miracle upon a miracle, and a fact upon a fact. 

If Jonah did not live, Christ did not live. Christ, however, did live. 

How else can you account for the three thousand saved at Pentecost? 

It was the " teras " the marvel of Christ's resurrection that, under the testimony of Peter and the Apostles, and under the power of the descending Spirit, caused the people to cry out, "What shall we do?" and caused them to repent and be baptized. 

III. THE AS AND SO OF THE SECOND COMING (Luke 17:28-30 ) 
We have something different before us in the "as" and "so" of the Lord's Return. The days of Noah and of Lot are likened unto the days of the Coming of the Son of Man. 

1. Our Lord did not hesitate to reach back into the historical misty past, and then look forward to the prophetical misty future, and say, "as" and "so." 
He knew the details of both the days of Noah and the days of Lot, for He was there. He knew the details of the day of His Coming, for He lives in one eternal "now," and He is there. That which is "misty" to man is "clear sky" to Him. 

In the days of Noah and of Lot the wickedness of man had come to the full, and the judgment of God, with miraculous power, fell upon man to his utter undoing. 

In the day of the Coming of the Son of Man, the world will be ripe in its iniquity and sin; and the judgments of God will again fall in miraculous power. 

2. The Greek words " semeion " and " dunamis " and " teras " all had their part in the judgments of God in those days, and they will be followed in close parallels in the day of Christ's Return to the Mount of Olives. 

The comparisons of those historic times, with the times of the. ending of this age, are too many for the space of our study. 

With bowed head we marvel at the majesty of the Lord's vision as He spoke this final "as" and "so." His words went across the whole opinion of men. He dared to say what unregenerate man had never dared or cared to say. The world wants smooth words, and flattering words, and words of optimism and of the "upward trend." Christ spoke words to the contrary. 

The world wants to prophesy "success," Christ prophesied "failure." The Lord even brought the success of the ministrations of the Spirit, and of the Church, in this day of grace, into seeming disrepute. He was, however, in fact, not speaking of the Spirit's failure, nor of the Church's collapse, He was showing that man, even under such benign privileges, would prove himself altogether corrupted. 

3. The wonder of wonders is that nineteen hundred years have passed since our Lord reached back to the days of Noah and of Lot, and said, "as," and looked down to the days of His Coming again, and said, "so." These years have proved that the Lord's words were true. 

The "so" of our day is even now fast running into the mold of the "as" of that early historic day. It is now as it was then. Our only conclusion is that we are drawing very near to the days of the Coming of the Son of Man. 

Just this one word more. Let no one become discouraged or shaken in his faith by means of the present apostasy, and the prevailing world-wickedness of men. The present day, with all of its sin and sorrow, should only settle, strengthen, and establish faith for Christ's own prophecy has become history; His "as" has become "so," even as He said. 

When darkness shrouds the earth around, 

When wickedness and sin abound, 

His coming draweth near; 

Then shout and sing, hosannas ring, 

Lift up your heart with cheer, 

Christ comes again, with Heavenly train. 

Why should you doubt and fear? 

IV. THE AS AND SO OF SERVICE (John 17:18 ) 
1. God sent Jesus Christ into the world. When we think of the Lord Jesus among men, we must think of Him as sent of God. He came under orders; He came to accomplish a definite service; He came to do the will of Another; to fulfill the works of Another, and to speak the words of Another. 

Every believer is also sent from God. He is under orders. He must work the works of the One who sent him while it is day. He must speak the message which God gives him to speak, and fulfill the task which God gives him to fulfill. 

2. God sent His Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. The Lord Jesus, when He moved among men, was the Friend of sinners. He came to seek and to save that which was lost. What marvelous grace is wrapped up in this thought! 

The world knew not God; the world was rebellious against God; it would not accept God's Headship. Yet, God sent His Son that the world might not be condemned, but saved. 

The Lord Jesus went about doing good, healing and helping, lifting and loving. 

Even thus did God send us into the world. The world may hate us as it hated Him, but we must seek to save it. Our ministry is a ministry of love, and of mercy, not of condemnation. 

3. God sent His Son to be a propitiation for the sins of the world. Step by step we are entering into the purposes of God toward the world which He, Himself, created. Men are not lost because God hates them. God desires that ail men might be saved. Had God not sent His Son into the world to be a Saviour, no man had ever been saved. Had God not sent His Son as a propitiation, that is, as a mercy seat for sinners, God could not have saved the lost. 

Jesus Christ came purposefully to die. He took flesh and blood in order that He might have blood to shed, and that His life might be given as a ransom for men. 

God sent Him forth under the Law, that He might redeem those who were under the Law. Men are lost because they reject God's proffered mercy, and spurn God's gracious provision. 

We, too, are sent as the Son was sent. The words still ring in our ears: "As the Father hath sent Me, * * even so have I also sent [you]." 

We cannot die a substitutionary death as our Lord died, but we can share the stigma of His Cross. We may not die as one, for the sins of the world; but we can live or die in behalf of the gospel message that carries the story of salvation to the world. 

Some one said, "God had but one Son and He gave Him to be a missionary." That is true, but in that one Son many have become sons, and they are all sent to be missionaries. Even now we can hear Christ voicing the deeper meaning of our text, as He says, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." 

Souls are dying, dying, dying, in the night, 

Hear them crying, crying, crying, for the light, 

Who will be their guiding star, 

Who will go to lands afar, 

Telling them of gates ajar 

To mansions bright? 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
SERVANT, A VOLUNTARY 

"And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant." A wealthy family in San Francisco engaged the services of a handsome young Japanese, whose business it was to wash windows and polish silver, furniture, etc He was always called "Sol" and was faithful and obliging. At the end of four years he left of his own accord, having saved some Â£80. Nothing more was heard from him until one of the daughters, traveling in Europe, attended a court reception at Berlin, and was introduced to "Sol" as "Lieutenant Karo Yatami." She learned that he was wealthy, and the nephew of the Mikado of Japan. His appointment in the German army was by request of his uncle, who had determined to adopt the German military system. The young lady inquired: "Why did you take the position of a servant?" He replied: "Though rich, I believed I could best serve my country by beginning where I did, and thus becoming acquainted with the American manners and customs." 

Verses 15-21
Much More the Grace of God 
Romans 5:1-5 , Romans 5:15-21 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have before us today portions of Romans for our study. The Epistle of Paul to the Romans carries with it one of God's supreme messages for saints. Three great facts stand before us: (1) The fact of sin, with its universality. (2) The fact of redemption, through the Calvary work of Christ, where grace is supreme. (3) The fact of the victorious life in Christ Jesus, through the Spirit. 

A fourth message that stands in the limelight in Romans is a special word concerning Israel. This part of the Book includes chapters 9, 10, and 11. 

1. The fact of sin. Grace cannot operate apart from the darkness and gloom of sin. The fall of man, with all of the results of his sin against the Most Holy, made possible the operation of God's grace. 

Grace is based upon love, and it operates in mercy; but grace bears a deeper meaning than either of the other two. 

When love is toward the unworthy, it begins to operate in the realm of grace; and when mercy is shown to the guilty, it works on the basis of grace. 

Grace is the kindness of God to us while we were yet sinners. Grace is mercy to the unmerciful; kindness to the unkind; goodness to the wholly bad, and salvation to those unworthy to be saved. 

Where worth begins, grace ends; where merit enters in, grace passes out. 

One of the great verses of the Bible is this one: "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." There is another verse which is a close kin: He "loved us, and washed us from our sins," that is, He loved us before He washed us. 

Thus, where grace abounds, sin abounds. Where there is no sin there may be rivers of love, but grace moves in mercy toward sinners. 

2. The fact of redemption from sin and for sinners. Grace is the great motive power that moved God in making Christ an offering for sin. Grace ferreted out the way by which God could be just, and the justifier of the guilty. Grace discovered the way by which God; the holy, could bring man, the unholy, into His Divine presence chamber. 

Grace, however, does not end its mercies at the Cross. Grace reaches on into the far vistas of the "ages to come." Here is a Scripture that marvelously magnifies grace: "That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." 

Grace enters into Heaven; grace passes into the ages beyond, where sin cannot enter, only because saved sinners can enter there. 

It is His kindness to us the "us" carries with it the marvelous scope of redemption toward those who once were lost, dead in trespasses and sins. 

3. Grace operates through faith. We are familiar with the Scripture, "By grace are ye saved through faith." Grace, is the Divine side; faith, is the human side. Grace, is God moving out toward the lost sinner; faith, is the lost sinner moving out toward God. Grace reaches down; faith reaches up. Grace is God reconciling; faith is man accepting. 

There is, however, one thing we must remember, that even faith is the gift of God. Faith is made operative in us, but faith is in us because God put it there. Grace is God seeking to save, by way of the Cross, and by every other means through which He makes it possible for man to be saved. In addition to the work of Calvary, He gives the Word of salvation as found in the Scriptures. He also gives the Holy Spirit to convict men of sin. 

Faith is man's act, and yet we still insist that faith is impossible, unless it is wrought in the heart, by God. 

I. JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE (Romans 4:24-25 ) 
The Spirit, through the Apostle, has been discussing the utter weakness of a sinner to save himself. He has put special stress upon the fact that the Law cannot save, because the Law is a broken precept. Under the Law, every mouth is stopped, and all the world becomes guilty before God. The man who rests in the Law, and maketh his boast of God, is certain to break the Law, thus bringing dishonor upon God, If we would be saved by the Law, we must be doers of the Law; however, all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. The result is, that, by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight. 

Grace now steps in and provides a way by which the righteousness of God, without the Law, may be manifested. This is the righteousness of God by the faith of Jesus Christ. It is a righteousness that passes upon all them that believe. 

Now we can sing, being justified freely by His grace. 

Grace does not operate upon the basis of man's work or deeds. It operates wholly through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Grace is God setting forth His Son to be a propitiation for our sins; grace is God declaring us righteous, through the Blood of Christ. Grace is God granting the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God, upon every one which believeth in Jesus. 

II. GRACE FORBIDS HUMAN GLORY (Romans 4:1-5 ) 
It is natural for the flesh to boast. We delight to say that we have done this, or, that we have done that. When we come, however, into the realm of salvation, there is no place for human glorying. 

The Spirit asks, "Where is boasting then?" "It is excluded." How is it excluded? Is it excluded by works? That is impossible. If we were saved by what we are, or by what we do, we would have whereof to glory. 

In emphasizing this, the Spirit uses an illustration. Let us mark His words. "If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God." 

Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees. Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went. Abraham became a tent-dweller, looking for a city whose Builder and Maker is God. Abraham offered up Isaac. Abraham paid a tithe to Melchisedec of all that he possessed. These were all works of faith, but by none of them was Abraham justified. 

It was not works which justified Abraham, but it was the faith that worked. Abraham believed God, and his faith was counted to him for righteousness. Abraham's faith was not a dead faith, as we have seen. However, it was not the works of faith that saved Abraham, but the faith that works. 

If God had counted righteousness unto Abraham because of his works, Abraham would have had every reason to glory; but since Abraham was saved by faith, the reward was reckoned unto him of grace, and not of debt. 

The supreme message, herein, is, that justification is to him who worketh not, but to him who believeth on God who justifieth the ungodly; his faith is counted for righteousness. 

III. GRACE OPERATES THROUGH FAITH (Romans 4:16 ) 
Our verse says, "Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed." 

If salvation were by law-works, it would not be equal to all; but, since salvation is by grace through faith, it is made sure to every one who believes. 

Again, the Spirit brings Abraham before us, and speaks of our walking in the steps of that faith, because Abraham's faith was not through law-works; for it was through the "righteousness of faith" that the promise came to Abraham. 

The story of Israel, under the Law, abundantly proves man's helplessness to keep the Law. The Law is no more than a schoolmaster to drive us to Christ. The Law can do no more than to prove to us our sin. If we are under the Law, we are under the curse, for it is written, "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law to do them." 

The Ten Commandments were no sooner given than they were broken. When Moses, coming down from the mountain, beheld the Children of Israel dancing around the golden calf, he broke the tables which held the Law; the Law, that the Israelites had already broken. Thus, "the Law worketh wrath," 

Now we understand the wherefore of grace, and, the position of faith. Once more the faith of Abraham is used as an example: because Abraham against hope, believed in hope. He knew that his own body was as good as dead, for he was about an hundred years old, when God certified to him the birth of Isaac. Yet, "he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief"; but he was strong in faith, giving glory to God. Abraham was fully persuaded, that God was able to give him a son, even Isaac. Therefore, his faith was "imputed to him for righteousness." 
What is our conclusion? It is this: Righteousness shall likewise be imputed to us, through faith, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord, from the dead. 

IV. THE MUCH MORE OF GRACE (Romans 5:14-15 ) 
Now come into that matchless chapter, Romans five. This chapter compares the first man, with the second; the first Adam, with the last Adam. It was by one man that sin entered into the world, and death by sin. It was because of that one man's sin, that death passed upon all men, inasmuch as all men have sinned. 

Thus, it was that death reigned from Adam to Moses; and, from Moses to this hour. 

Over against sin and its reign, through Adam, the Spirit places the free gift of God through Christ. Verse fifteen reads, "Not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many." 

How wonderful it all is! 

"He saw us ruined by the fall, 

Yet loved us notwithstanding all. 

He saved us from our lost estate. 

His loving kindness, O how great!" 

Not only this, but He superabounded in His grace over all the wreckage of sin. What we lost in Adam, we have more than gained in Christ. The depths to which Adam's sin, and ours, has dragged us, are not comparable only to the heights to which the grace of God has lifted us. 

We delight in the expression, "Much more the grace of God." 

We are now justified by faith. We now have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We now have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and our hearts rejoice. 

V. GRACE AND LIFE (Romans 5:17-18 ) 
It is a gruesome sight to stand and view the result of one man's offence. Our Scripture text says, "Death reigned by one." The world has become but little more than a graveyard. The wreckage of sin is seen on every hand. Death reigns, that is, death is a monarch, holding sway. Death is a monarch, scythe in hand, whose victorious sweep cannot be hindered. We may hold back the ravages of death for a day, by attempting to resist death's reign; but sooner or later every opposing power must succumb, as grim death with open scythe stands victor mid the wreckage which death has wrought. 

Every newspaper shows that sin and death still reign. Blood and carnage are ever about us. We who are living, are daily walking through a valley of the shadow of death. Sin and sorrow, shame and suffering, are on every hand. The cries of many wounded and dying are ever in our ears. 

Against all of this we read that they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by One, Christ Jesus. 

How blessed it is to step out of the valley of death into the garden of life; If sin brought death, and death reigned by one; much more do we reign, in life, by One. 

Let the artist paint the shadow of sin and of death with ever so gruesome a detail; yet, his painting will afford no more than the background, which shall enhance the beauty and the glory of the reign in life, which is given to us, by grace. 

Let hell be pictured in all of its honors; Heaven doth super-abound in all of its glories. 

We delight in God's far-flung vision of redemption. We can almost hear our Lord saying, "The former things are passed away." The new Heaven, and the new earth, and the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, will soon come. God will soon be dwelling with men. What now is before us? "There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away," Thank God for the "much more" of grace! 

Jesus, my Saviour, Bright Morning Star, 

Come soon, Lord Jesus, come from afar; 

Thy saints have grown weary with Thy delay, 

Bend Thou the heavens, come soon, we pray. 

VI. GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans 5:20-21 ) 
In the preceding study we spoke of the "much more of grace," in the vision of life and its beneficent results super-abounding over death and its devastating wreckage. 

We continue with much the same thought, only, instead of seeing life reigning, we find grace itself is reigning through righteousness unto eternal life. 
In Adam sin reigned. In Christ grace reigns. Where sin reigned, the curse reigned. The supreme conception of sin, is its downward pull. Sin steals from us everything that is worth the while. It reigns until it ravages humankind, and reigns unto death. 
How blessed it is that we can enter the valley where sin abounded, and find grace superabounding! We who sat under the scepter where sin reigns unto death, now sit in Christ where grace reigns unto eternal life. 

We saw in a Georgia swamp, mid the mirk and the mire of death and decay, a beautiful white flower, sending out its fragrance. As we stooped down and plucked it, we thought of how, when we were dead in trespasses and sin, God quickened us, gave us a new life; and raised us, and gave us a new righteousness. Then He caused us to sit down with Him in the Heavenlies, and gave us a new fellowship. 

Let us turn our gaze from sin, as it sits upon its throne, reigning unto death, and behold grace, as it sits upon its throne, reigning through righteousness unto eternal life. 

Where is he that would not like to renounce the throne and scepter of sin and Satan, and enlist under the throne and scepter of righteousness and of Christ? 

VII. THE SUPREME QUESTION (Romans 6:1 ; Romans 6:14-15 ) 
We have been following God's message concerning grace. We have passed along, step by step, until, by grace and through faith, we have seen ourselves lifted up, from the dominion of sin and of death, and into God's eternal life and glory. A supreme question now is thrown before us. It is twice asked. First in verse one, of chapter six; and again in verse fifteen of the same chapter. 

Verse one, asks, "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" 

Verse fifteen, asks, "Shall we sin, because we are not under the Law, but under Grace?" 

The questions are similar, the answer is the same: "God forbid." 

Is grace a license to lust, even unto those who have drunk from its bounty? Is grace a permission for impiety? Is grace an encouragement to iniquity? Shall we sin, because grace super-abounds over sin? God forbid. 

Grace is a call to live in righteousness. Grace teaches us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 

Shall we who are baptized into Christ's death on the Cross; and then buried with Him by baptism in the likeness of His death, and of His resurrection, continue in sin? 

Shall we who, in Christ, are dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, permit sin to reign in our mortal body, that we should obey it in the lusts thereof? 

If we yield ourselves as servants of sin unto death, how can we call ourselves servants of righteousness unto life? 

Of old, we yielded our members to the authority of uncleanness and iniquity; but now we yield our members as servants of righteousness unto holiness. God has said, "Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the Law, but under Grace." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Thinking of God's much more of Grace over sin, reminds us of Dr. Biederwolf's story: 

"Deeper Than That" 
"Depth" (Ephesians 3:18 ). 

"When Nansen was looking for the North Pole he found himself in very deep water. He tried to take his sounding, but his line would not reach bottom. He took his book and wrote the date, the length of his line, and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' The next day he lengthened his line and dropped it, and again it failed to touch. Again he wrote down the date and length of his line and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' The next day he gathered all the rope that could be found on the vessel and made it into one long line and dropped it down, but it did not touch the bottom. Once more he took his book and wrote the date, the length of his longest line, and added this note: 'Deeper than that.' Oh, the depth of the love of Christ!" 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-23
Shall We Continue in Sin? 
Romans 6:1-23 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Grace never gives a margin to sin. There are some who go so far as to use "salvation by Grace" as an excuse for laxity in their morals; they vainly imagine that the saved may live as they list. 

The great question that confronts us today is asked in the opening verse of our Scripture lesson (Romans 6:1 ): "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that Grace may abound?" 

Romans 5:1-21 has demonstrated the power of superabounding Grace. The early chapters of Romans proved all under sin; the 5th chapter proved that Grace abounded over sin; and that justification, through faith, came upon all who believe. 

The Holy Spirit goes on to discuss a most vital matter. If one is saved by the Grace of God, made possible by the Blood of Christ; then, may the saved continue to sin with impunity, still expecting the same grace to operate? Should a believer run to excess in sin, in order to make "grace" the more glorious? 

That God has provided in Christ for the possible sins of believers, we do not doubt; that God has promised forgiveness, through Christ's cleansing Blood we surely know: however, such facts do not and cannot lend license to Christians to sin. 

The doctrine of security in Christ, likewise, affords no license to sin. The fact that the saved are safe in Christ, and that Jesus promised security to His followers should not encourage God's people to be careless and indifferent. 

Shall we continue in sin, because grace has abounded? 

Shall we continue in sin, because we are secure in Christ Jesus? 

We are going to deal with these most vital queries. Step by step we will develop the Holy Spirit's answer. 

Before we begin we wish to say that God has called us unto holiness and not unto nnholiness. Christians may sin, but they should not, and they need not sin. A believer who is overtaken in a fault, may be restored, and "if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"; but when Christians continue in sin in any ruthless and willful sense, they will find that "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." 

It never pays to sin every act of sin on the part of Christians will bring its full weight of sorrow and chastening. 

I. THE MATTER STATED (Romans 6:1-2 ) 
The question of the first verse, is the subject of this study: "Shall we continue in sin, that Grace may abound?" The reply to the query is stated in two short, but meaningful words: "GOD FORBID!" 

The words "God forbid," almost suggest the thrill of horror that such a question brings to the heart. 

The words also suggest that God's reply is a prompt, unequivocal, and unargueable response impossible. 

The words likewise suggest the inexpressible shame that surrounds even the asking of so horrible a question God seems to say, "For very shame that such a thought could ever have found place in a believer's mind." 

In all the Word of God there is no leeway given to sinning. 

In all the Grace of God toward sinners, there is no condoning of sin, either in the believer or the unbeliever. 

In all the purposes of God, there is no permit to continue in sin. 

The fuller answer of the Spirit to the question, "Shall we continue in sin?" is given in Romans 6:2 , "How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" 

If one asks, "Shall we continue in sin, that Grace may abound?" he possesses no proper appreciation of our union with Christ in His death. 
We are dead to sin because when Christ died, we died: our sins were carried away by Him. 

The Cross of Christ stands for our death to our old life. Paul wrote, "I am crucified with Christ." He also wrote: "God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." 

When we see ourselves dead with Christ on the Cross, we will be ready to concede that we dare not live any longer in sin. 

Howard A. Banks says, "The Christian in putrid Colosse or in putrid America but joined to the omnipotent, risen Christ can give to absolute death the tyrant of his once conquering sensual lusts. But he is to carry his victory also into the details of life, and put to death temper, malice, and every other sin. "The Christian character is an unsinnmg character," says the great Anglican churchman, Bishop Motile. "This is by no means to say that the man who is a Christian is an unsinning person (1 John 1:8 ). But when he sins he should remember he is out of character as a Christian." 
II. THE DOCTRINE SYMBOLIZED (Romans 6:3-5 ) 
Baptism not only symbolizes the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, but it symbolizes our death, to sin; and our resurrection to walk in newness of life. 

How can we who have been buried and raised with Christ in baptism live any longer in sin? 

We have plainly professed that our old life is gone we once walked as the Gentiles walked in all uncleanness, but now we are risen with Christ to walk in newness of life: now we seek the things which are above, and not the things which are upon the earth. 

Christians should put off their old man, which is corrupt according to deceitful lusts; and put on the new man, which, after God, is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him who created him. 

It may be all right, humanly speaking, for unregenerate men and women to fulfill the lusts of their flesh, and of their mind; but it is all wrong for those who have put on Christ in baptism. God has called us unto holiness, and we need to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called. If we have been quickened together with Christ, and raised up together, and made to sit together in the Heavenly places in Christ Jesus, we dare not longer walk as the Gentiles walked. 

When we came from the baptismal waters we came on the Canaan side of life. Egypt and its flesh pots were left far behind us. The will of God is our sanctification, and that we should abstain from fornication, and know how to possess our vessel in sanctification and honor. 

We dare not drag the "signet" of our confession down into the mud and the mire of the swineherd. Remember the words: "Our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin; * * Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God, through Christ Jesus." 

III. THE DOCTRINE SUSTAINED (Romans 6:10-13 ) 
Because Christ died unto sin once, and because He liveth unto God, we are told to "reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin," and "alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

We are taught, that sin should not reign in our mortal body. We are not to obey sin in the lusts thereof. We are not to yield our members as "instruments of unrighteousness unto sin," for God has said, "Sin shall not have dominion over you." 

God expects each believer to walk in victory over all sin. We are to reckon ourselves dead unto sin; that is, we are to live without so much as recognizing our old man. We are to act as though he was dead, even though he be alive. We are to give one great big "No" to our old man. 

The Lord would not tell us that sin should not reign in our mortal bodies, if it were impossible for us to be victors over sin. God is abundantly able to give us dominion over sin's sway. 

We need not yield our members as "instruments of unrighteousness unto sin." God has given us an impregnable armor, and no dart of the wicked one can touch the one fully clad. 

This idea that Christians must, of necessity, be "up" sometimes, and "down" sometimes is all wrong. Our constant place should be that of an "overcomer." 

IV. THE FAILURE OF THE FLESH (Romans 7:14-21 ) 
As one reads of the conflicts in this Scripture, and of the seeming defeat, he begins to feel that the message of Romans 6:1-23 , is impossible. How many are unhappily swayed by sin's seductive power! 

Truly the flesh can, in itself, never reach the place of dominion over sin. 

No matter how sincere the desire, or how ardent the longings to live "dead unto sin," it cannot be done in the strength of the natural self-life. Self spells failure. Self speaks on this wise: "What I would do, I do not"; and, "What I would not, that I do." 

One man vainly said, "When I put my foot down, it stays put." He meant when he made up his mind to live right, he did so. Alas, alas, how miserably he failed. 

Another man said, "Unless any one can conquer himself, he is not a real man." Yet, how, signally he, himself, failed. 

He that trusts in his own flesh to overcome sins of the flesh, will meet ignominious failure. 

The world is too alluring; the devil is too subtle and strong; and the flesh is too corrupt to be overcome by human nature. 

We ask, Is failure necessary? Is defeat the norm of the Christian? We quote some striking sentences: 

"It is reasonable to expect victory over every sin, because in this way only is a Christian life of true strength and greatness and joy possible. A Christian man is in absolute need of victory. Without it there can be no peace. This is true of nations as it is true in our conflict with evil, for compromise never gives peace. 'If we are to wage a triumphant warfare, we must have no untaken forts in the rear.' A life of defeat means the stunting of spiritual growth, ineffectiveness of intercession, fruitlessness in service, deadness in the study of the Scriptures, and joylessness in our daily Christian experience. With unconquered sin in the heart, there must result a numbing of the spiritual faculties, an increasing inability to hear the will of God accurately, and the weight of a spirit of sadness and fear constantly oppressing the soul in its aspirations. Can anything be imagined more awful than for one to catch glimpses of moral or spiritual greatness and power, to see visions of possible purity, and yet to remain in the valley of despondency below, seemingly unable to ascend? 

The Word of God cannot fail to give the vision. We never open it but the glory of life in Christ comes overwhelmingly before us. It needs no argument, every Christian will agree, that for peace and power and joy the life of victory is a necessity. Let us quickly recognize the complementary truth, then, that what God has made necessary in the life of His redeemed children He has also abundantly provided. If victory is necessary (and this whole problem will never be satisfactorily settled until it becomes just that for each of us), then victory is possible. My God shall supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Philemon 4:19 ). God is able to make all grace abound unto you; that ye, having always all sufficiency in everything, may abound unto every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8 ). For every need, for every day, against every evil power, His 'grace is sufficient' (2 Corinthians 12:9 ). His purpose for us which makes victory necessary is not less than His power to make it possible." 

V. THE SEQUENCE OF SELF-FAILURE (Romans 7:24-25 ) 
How weird is this cry of one who has tried and failed! Could words be more pathetic: "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" The believer overcome by sin, feels that he is waging a losing battle; feels that he is dragging around a dead body; a body tied to him, and from which he cannot be loosed. No wonder he is wretched! 

Have you ever said that you would not become angry? You broke your promise. You tried, but you were overcome. 

Have you ever purposed, in all earnestness, that you would be happy, and cheerful and throw your gloom and spells of despondency to the winds? You thought you would succeed; yet, you found, to your sorrow, that you were defeated. 

Have you ever made up your mind to be loving, and gentle, and good, and patient? Yet, although you tried, and tried hard, you were overwhelmed with defeat. 

You discovered that when you would do good, evil was present with you. You knew that God had said, "Sin shall not have dominion over you," and yet sin did have dominion. You meant to please God; you intended to follow after righteousness and holiness; but you found another law ruling in your members, and bringing you into captivity to the law of sin, which was in your members. Then, you too, cried, "O wretched man that I am!" 

Did you also cry, "Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Did you see your own failure and despair? Or, did you seek for victory in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Wilber M. Smith has well said: 

"In the hours of defeat, of repeated and tragic failure, in the agony of shameful subjection to some sin, there must come to the mind of every child of God the great question: After all, is this matter of victory a dream of men, a fine but unattainable ideal, or is it the undoubted teaching of the Word of God? Is a daily life of glorious victory possible for me? I long for it, but can I really have it?" 

VI. THE SECRET OF SURE VICTORY (Romans 7:25 ; Romans 8:1 ) 
After the wail of woe, described in Romans 7:24 , "O wretched man that I am"; we find the inquiry, "Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Then, there follows these words; "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Thus we turn from defeat to victory all because we have found the Victor, even the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Gabriel made his announcement to Joseph, he said, "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins." He saves not in, but from their sins: not from the penalty of sin alone, but from sin's power in the daily life. 

Concerning the raised Lazarus, Christ said, "Loose him and let him go"; can we feel other than that he wants us to be loosed from our sins? 

Christ is the One stronger than Satan, who came to open the prison to them who were bound. He came to set the captive free; He came to deliver us from evil; He came to lead us in the train of His triumph, and to make us more than conquerors through Him. 

Christ prayed to the Father saying, "Keep through Thine own Name those whom Thou hast given Me." He also prayed, "Keep them from the evil," or "from the evil one" (A. S. V.). 

We now approach Romans 8:2 of Romans 8:1-39 : "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death." Christ not only can set us free, but He has "delivered us out of the power of darkness" (A. S. V.). 

Jesus Christ met Satan and vanquished Him; He is now set down at the Father's right hand, far above all principality and powers; and we, thank God, are set down with Him. His victory is ours. 

VII. THE SPIRIT THE SECRET OF THE OVERCOMING LIFE (Romans 8:3-4 ) 
It will do us good to mark the words "What the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh." We have already seen that defeat comes to those who walk after the flesh. 

It will thrill us to note what God wrought by sending Jesus Christ in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin. First, He condemned sin in the flesh, because Christ died for sinners; and then, He died that sin should not have dominion over us. 

It will lead us on to full victory if we observe what God says about the way that righteousness may be obtained in our walk. Here is His statement: "That the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

What is it to walk after the Spirit? 

There is a verse where Ruth said to Naomi, "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God." 

Are we willing to say to the Spirit what Ruth said to Naomi? Will we follow after the Spirit, as the hart follows after the water-brook? When we walk in the Spirit, we do not fill up the lusts of the flesh. 

It is through walking in the Spirit that we will be able to mortify the deeds of the flesh. 

How happy we should be, and how secure we are against Satan's attempts! We are made victors, not by any power that we ourselves possess. First, Christ dwelleth in us; secondly, the Father has come and taken up His abode in us; and, thirdly, the Holy Spirit dwells in us therefore, we are thrice fortified, and no power can be our undoing. Are we not strengthened with His all-power? Hear God speak, "Ye * * have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"THAT IS WHAT I WANT" 

The pastor of a certain church in Manchester, England, was fairly besieged by a certain woman with requests to pray for her husband. They would nearly succeed in winning the husband, when this woman would fly into a violent temper and upset everything, Her husband would say, "Well, Mary, if that is religion, I don't want it." Finally the pastor told her that the fault was hers; that she must overcome her temper, and the Lord would give her grace to do it. In her shame and despair she took the matter to the Lord, and He gave her the victory. The time for spring cleaning came. She had just gotten a new lamp hung in the hall and a new carpet laid when John came home, carrying something on his shoulder, not knowing about the new lamp, and there was a clattering and a breaking up of things. He expected a row, but instead a quiet woman looked over the stairs and said, "Never mind, husband; it's all right; we can get a new lamp." And he said, "Mary, what's the matter?" "Oh, my dear," she said, "I have trusted the Lord Jesus to cure me of my temper." He said, "Well, if He has cured you, come right down and pray for me, for that is what I want" And the pastor says he was converted that day. From the King's Business. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 7-25
The Inward Conflict 
Romans 7:7-25 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The first part of the seventh of Romans presents the illustration of a woman with two husbands. It tells us that the woman which hath a husband, is bound by the law to her husband as long as he liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. Then the conclusion is drawn, that we are "become dead to the Law by the body of Christ; that [we] should be married to Another, even to Him who is raised from the dead." 

Here is a happy message from God to men. 

1. The impossibilities of freedom and peace under our first husband, the Law. The Law was just and holy and good, but it was impossible, because we are, by nature, neither just, or holy, or good. How then can two walk together when they are not agreed? 

The Law put the woman, or wife, under many obligations, hard for her to bear. It laid down a course of action that was a yoke that could not be worn. Thus, friction was ever present. The woman was brought under bondage, a bondage that galled her and denied unto her any liberty of action. What could she do? She was bound helplessly and hopelessly. 

2. The day when her husband died. She had been bound under the iron hand of the Law, to her husband, until, one glad day, her husband died; then she was free. 

It may seem strangely put, but it is true: the Law died to us the moment the One who had perfectly met the Law's every requirement, and satisfied its every claim against us, died. Now the Law no longer holds a legal sway over us, for all its claims against us were met by Christ. For, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." 

What else is ours? We who have been redeemed from the curse of the Law have the placing of sons. Let us never turn again to bondage. Rather, we will stand fast in the liberty wherewith, we have been made free. 

If we step under the Law, we step under the curse. If we step under the Law, we become subjects of wrath; for, whosoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 

3. Now we are married to another Husband, even unto Christ. We could not marry Christ as long as we were married to the Law, and were under the Law. However, the Law being dead, through the body of Christ, we are married to Him. 

How blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven. How thrice blessed is the man who is married to Another. As long as the Law lived, and we were tinder its rule and condemnation, God could not then grant us marriage to the Son; but when every demand of the Law was met, through the Blood of Christ, and in Him the Law was dead to us and its sway broken, we became married to Christ How glorious is this new relationship! 

Without the least entanglement to the sway of bondage, we are in liberty and love joyously keeping the Law. Yea, we are going the Law one better, for whereas we gingerly and grudgingly went one mile, under the Law, we find that under love we are going the first mile easily, and are going also the second mile and going both miles with smiles. 

This is, as clearly as we are able to unfold it, the deeper meaning of the illustrative message given us by the Spirit in the opening verses of Romans 7:1-25 . 

I. THE PROVINCE OF THE LAW (Romans 7:7-11 ) 
1. A vital question: "Is the Law sin?" Far from it, for it is written; "I had not known sin, but by the Law." The Law could not be sin, for it is the revealer of sin; It is so holy and so true that it exposes sin makes one to see himself a sinner. It is a plumb line so straight that it reveals all crookedness. It is a purity so white that it makes black all iniquity. Sin is the breaking of the Law, but sin is not the Law. The reason that men do not keep the Law is because the Law presents a standard of righteousness that none can attain unto, 

2. A true answer: "Without the Law sin was dead"; that is, Paul never realized that he was a sinner until the Law flashed its light into his inner soul. He had thought himself without sin. That is true of many. It is the "Thou shalt not" of the Law that reveals to the sinner the state of his sinful heart. When the Law came, with it came a deeper sense of the sinfulness of sin. Here is the Word: "For I was alive without the Law once: but when the Commandment came, sin revived, and I died." 

It is as though one were unconscious of his sickness, then some restorative was given, and with returning consciousness came the knowledge of one's true condition. 

It is as though one were on a wrong road, hastening on, thinking himself on his way home, then suddenly there flashed across his pathway a sign which showed him he was wrong. 

Mark you, to think oneself right does not make one right. Not at all. The Law is like the thermometer that reveals the fever; it is like the color of the eye, that shows a languid liver. 

3. "The Commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death." Of course, if life could have come by the Law, then Christ had not died. And the Law would have been unto life, if man could have kept the Law. Thus it was because of sin that the Law became the sentence of death. The law of the land is no terror for the righteous and the law-abiding citizen. Under all the waving of the law flag, the righteous never quails. It is only the guilty who fear the law. So where sin is, the Law becomes at. once the harbinger of death. 

II. WHEREIN SIN BECOMES EXCEEDING SINFUL (Romans 7:12-13 ) 
1. The Law is not the destroyer of the wicked. One had as well claim that the law is the executioner of a murderer. Not at all. The law slays no man. There is just as much law overhanging the best of citizens as the worst. There is just as much of threatening vengeance to one as to another. It is the same law to all. The only difference is in the individual. If all have sinned, then all are under condemnation. If none have sinned, then none are condemned. 

"Where is the sane man who would say, "Down with the law"? It is far better to say, "Obey the law." The law is not to make any man's life miserable, it is for his protection and safety; it is for his good. Sometimes the sinner cries out "Down with God," as though God were responsible for the sinner's fate. To the contrary, God, like the Law, does not wish the death of any one, but would that all men might live. God is a Giver of life, a God of love. 

2. The Law came that sin might appear sin. The Law came to reveal to the sinner that sin (not the Law) was working death in him. The Law came to show man his sin, that he might escape the Avenger, and flee to Christ. The Law says, "Death is working in you! Seek life!" It says, "You are lost. Seek the Saviour." 

The Law, therefore, takes the providence of the looking-glass; it is not provided as a solution, wherewithal a man may cleanse himself; it is provided to show man his sinful heart. It is a schoolmaster, to rush us to the Lord Jesus. 

3. The Law makes sin exceeding sinful. It does not merely show us our sinful selves, but it shows us how sinful we are. We are not only sinful, but we are helplessly sinful. We are not only lost, but we are hopelessly lost. We are sinners beyond human repair. We are sinners with no star of promise shining in our sky. We are sinners with a "Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin" over our heads. 

The Law makes sin exceeding sinful. It shuts up every mouth, and makes the sinner stand condemned before God. To the sinner upon whom the Law shines the holiness of God and His just demands, there comes the sense that the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. It shows that the sinner is an unclean thing, full of wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores. 

How the words ring out "exceeding sinful"! Let no one ever justify himself. Let none speak lightly of sin. 

III. A STRIKING CONTRAST (Romans 7:14 ) 
1. The Law is spiritual. Whatever else we do, let us in no wise condemn the Law for our sinful acts. The Law is not sinful, even though it shows us that we are sinful. The Law is spiritual, because it breathes out the holiness of God; it proclaims the standards of His righteousness. The Law is spiritual, because God is spiritual, and the Lord Jesus is spiritual, and the Holy Spirit is spiritual. The Law is spiritual because it is not carnal, nor sensual, nor ungodly. It is spiritual because it is the pathway to spiritual vision, and because it brings a comprehension of the attributes of God. 

2. Man is carnal. He is carnal because he is sinful, earthly, worldly, self-centered. Man is carnal because the flesh is carnal, and man walks after his flesh. 

Even a Christian may be deemed carnal if he fails to walk in the Spirit, that he may fulfill the Law. He is carnal when he lives for temporals instead of eternals; when he looks at the things which are seen instead of at the things which are not seen; when he lays up his treasures upon earth instead of in Heaven. 

3. The contrast between the just requirements of the Law and the carnal individual. The text says, "The Law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin." Now comes the beginning of the great conflict between the spiritual Law and the carnal flesh. The conflict lies in the incompatibility of each to the other. The Law can never relinquish its just requirements; it can never set aside its lofty spiritual standards. On the other hand, the flesh can never scale the heights of the Law's just demands. It is ever impotent to measure up, and it has no means of helping itself. 

Think you that God can justify the guilty? Not so long as He is a just God. Think you that God can welcome into His hallowed presence the unholy and unclean? Not so long as God is holy. Man, in his self-life, can never lift himself up; and the Law, in its righteousness, can never let itself down. The honor and the majesty and the integrity of the God-given must be sustained at all costs. 

IV. THE EFFORT OF THE SELF-LIFE TO REACH THE GOAL OF HOLY LIVING (Romans 7:15-18 ) 
1. There is the acknowledgment that the Law is good. With that acknowledgment comes the end of self-vindication. It is a blessed step toward victory, when one comes to the moment of acknowledged self-deficiency. There is left no desire to blame anything, or anyone, for our defeat. 

2. There is the acknowledgment of indwelling sin. Here is the statement: "Sin * * dwelleth in me." Peter was in grave danger when he said to Christ, "Though all men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended." Self-confidence was in his certain undoing. Pride or self-trust always is a forerunner of a fall. 

Paul said, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." Let us not call black white; nor evil good. We may exercise ourselves always to have a conscience void of offense; we may even assert that sin shall not have the dominion over us, and that we have put off the old man, and put on the new. 

3. There is the confession of defeat. "That which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not." Here is, alas, the lot of many, many saints. To will is present with them, but how to perform that which is right they know not. Thus the confession still runs on, "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do." 

With this sense of defeat comes the admission, "Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me." So a new law comes to the surface; "When I would do good, evil is present with me." 

Thus far there is not one word of how the power of one's sinful self may be overthrown, and the Law of God fully met. 

V. A STUDY IN SEVERAL KINDS OF LAWS (Romans 7:21-23 ) 
1. The Law of the conflict between the two natures in the Christian. "I find then a Law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me." The young Christian is very apt to find this law at work soon after he or she is saved. "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh." Let victorious saints warn younger and less mature saints of the dangers by the way, lest when they find the working within them of this law, and their prone-ness to yield to sin, they become discouraged, perhaps even doubting their salvation. 

2. The law of God after the inward man. This is the law of a new life the call to holier and higher things. In this law the regenerate soul delights. He knows it is laid down for his advancement and betterment. 

3. The law in his members. This is the law of one's old sinful self. It is the law that controls the conflict and forces the issue, seeking to work the defeat and undoing of the saint. 

4. The law of his mind. There is another law which grips the Christian. It is the law of his mind a desire for the things of God. It comes from a life which has been enlightened by the Spirit. 

5. There is the law of sin. This law is situated in his members. It is the power that controlled his life in the old days of his sinnerhood, when he knew not God. He hoped it would be gone, but he finds it still within him. 

What a confusion is all this to the saint, who struggles on five laws, all hid away in one struggling life. Some think that this whole message (in chapter 7) describes an unsaved man trying to be saved by the Law. We can hardly agree. Some of these laws do not fit in with an unregenerated heart. Others say that it is the story of a Jew trying to be saved by the Law. Perhaps so, yet there is something beyond even this. It must be a saint trying to reach the glorious doctrine of victory over sin and self, as set down in the 6th chapter, but utterly failing. In his struggle to reach victory, he finds so many things at work within him that he is heading toward certain despair. 

VI. THE CRY OF DEFEAT (Romans 7:24 ) 
1. This cry is a clue to what the struggle really was. Here is the cry: "O wretched man. that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" It is the cry, not ox a sinner seeking salvation, but of a. struggling saint seeking deliverance from the carnalities of his sinful self. He has tried and failed. Now, forlorn and forespent, he faces defeat over his sinful self. 

2. This cry presents what we have heard many, many times from honest but disheartened Christians. Some have struggled on for years, and no one has told them the way to victory. 

We are by no means excusing the defeated Christian, for all the time God had His way of victory within an easy grasp. Perhaps the defeated Christian has not sought as diligently as he should have sought for the path to victory. Perhaps he rather liked to pamper his flesh. Yet, withal, there are many who have tried and failed, and tried again and again, only to cry out in the words of our verse, "O wretched man that I am!" 

3. The cry calls the "ego" "The body of this death." The disappointed, crushed, and defeated Christian is, indeed, in a slough of despond. He hardly knows which way to turn, or what to do. He feels that he is dragging around with him a dead body that is full of stench and shame. He offers no excuse for his evil self; he does not linger to excuse his sinful propensities. He simply acknowledges his sin, and its heinousness. 

How hopeless is the one who tries to find anything good in his old man, his self, his body of sin. 

VII. EUREKA THE PATH OF VICTORY IS FOUND (Romans 7:25 ) 
Here is the refreshing voice of victory: "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin." 

1. Instead of a groan there is thanksgiving. "I thank God." Yes, it is a time for praise when one arrives at the starting point of the overcoming life. What a relief! What a new vista of triumph! 

2. Instead of self, Christ now takes the throne. "Through Jesus Christ our Lord." When we come to the end of selftrust and self-trying, we are ready to turn to Christ, the One who holds the keys of victory in His hand. He at once begins to lead us in the train of His triumph; His victory is ours, and it is a victory that abides. As we begin to grasp the impotency of the flesh to conquer itself; let us look away to the potency of the Spirit. Let us let go of the flesh, and let God. 

3. Instead of the old slavery to the flesh, there is a new allegiance to God. A new life enters in to hold sway. It is the life of the risen and exalted Christ our Lord. We give Him rule in our hearts, and He comes in to reign. 

Bless God, we are not left to be forever the slave of a fallen and debased sinful self, after the Adamic line. We are, at last, on the higher plane of a God-filled, and God-endued life. No longer need we continue in sin; no longer need we dwell in the sorrow of despair and defeat. Sin shall no more have dominion over us. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Much of the testings which befall us come from the sins of our own flesh it is, as it were, flesh echoing back to flesh. 

"A little boy once went home to his mother and said, 'Mother, sister and I went out into the garden, and we were calling about, and there was some boy mocking us.' 'How do you mean, Johnny?' said his mother, Why,' said the child, 'I was calling out "Ho!" and this boy said "Ho!" So I said to him, "Who are you?" and he answered, "Who are you?" I said, "What is your name?" He said, "What is your name?" And I said to him, "Why don't you show yourself?" He said "Show yourself." I jumped over the ditch, and I went into the wood, and I could not find him, and I came back and said, "If you don't come out I will punch your head"; and he said, "I will punch your head."' His mother said, 'Ah, Johnny, if you had said, "I love you." he would have said, "I love you." If you had said. "Your voice is sweet," he would have said, "Your voice is sweet." Whatever you said to him he would have said back to you.' 'With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again' (Matthew 7:2 )." 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 26-39
Some Things We Know 
Romans 8:26-39 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In the realms of the humanly unknowable and unknown, the Word of God is sure and steadfast. We can say, "I know this," or, "I know that," when God speaks, because God knows. God knows, for all things are from His hand. He knows history far back of the advent of man, because God was there; He knows prophecy far beyond the present hour of man, for He is there. 

When God speaks we know that He will fulfill His Word; we know that God is true; and we know that God is able to perform His promises. 

God's Word is "forever * * settled in Heaven." When the sun fails to rise, or the moon fails to shine, then will God fail to establish His Word. One is as sure as the other, yea, the Word of God is more sure; for Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His Word shall never pass away. As long as God lives, His Word lives; as long as God endures, His promises are sure. 

How striking are the words, "The king's of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against His anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us." Think you, then, that the wicked shall prevail against the Lord, and against His Christ? Nay! "He that sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision." 

How soul thrilling are the words which follow: "Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion." "Yet" in spite of their confederacy against Me; "Yet" in spite of their counsel, their collusion; "Yet" in spite of their planning and their prating "Yet have I set My King." 

I. WE KNOW THAT WE SEE (John 9:12 ; John 9:25 ) 
There were many things the blind man did not know; and he was frank to confess his ignorance. There was one thing, however, that he did know. He knew that, whereas he was blind, he could now see. 

First, he knew that he was blind. Where is he who does not know the fact of his sin? We know that we were shapen in iniquity. We know that our heart is full of corruption. 

The wreckage that is strewn along the shores of time; the sorrow and the sighing, the weeping and the crying, tells us of sin. The daily press carries a certainty of sin that cannot be denied. Page after page is filled with the gruesome realities of sin. Yes, we know that we were blind. 

Secondly, we know that we see. We may not know how we see, but we know the fact of our sight. The blind man knew he was blind; the man whose eyes God had opened knew that he saw. No power on earth could change that conviction he knew. 

We also know. We know that the burden of our sins is gone, we know that the light of God shines within. We know that we see. 

It is a certainty the things we once loved, now we hate; the things we hated, now we love. Old things have, indeed, passed away. All things are become new. We know that we trust Him; and we know that we are saved. 

Some one asked a saint, "Do you know you are saved?" He said, "Yes, I was there when my sins were forgiven, and I still have His peace within." 

II. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE BEEN SAVED BY THE BLOOD (1 Peter 1:18 ) 
The true believer knows that he is not redeemed by corruptible things. Silver and gold are precious, but their preciousness is nothing comparable to the Blood of Christ. 

Even the blood of man is precious in God's sight. No sacrifice of human blood was ever allowed as a type of the shedding of the Blood of Christ. Have you ever valued the price of your own blood? One in dying, cried, "Millions for a moment of time." If your own blood is priceless, how much more is the Blood of Jesus Christ priceless! Through your own blood you, an individual soul, have physical life; through the Blood of Christ, you have life forevermore. 

The Blood of Christ is precious in God's sight; surely it is precious in ours. It is precious because it is the price of our redemption. All of the gold and silver in the world could not purchase the salvation of one lost sinner. The Blood of Christ taketh away the sin of the world. 
The Blood of Christ is precious, because of what it does. "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin," The Blood washes us and makes us whiter than snow. The Blood of Jesus Christ is precious because the life is in the blood. He who shed His Blood gave His life. He gave Himself a ransom for many. 

The Blood of Jesus Christ is precious because it gives us a testimony that overcomes Satan and his hordes. "They overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of their testimony." 

Others may repudiate the Blood of the Cross, but we know that the Blood is the price of our redemption. We are under the Blood now; we will stand by and by clad in Blood-washed robes; and there, we will join with the redeemed of all ages in saying, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, * * and honour, and glory." 

III. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE (1 John 5:13 ) 
Eternal life how far-sweeping is the thought. "He that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die" life forevermore! Eternal life is the result of salvation through the Blood of Christ. Since the life is in the blood, he that hath the blood hath life. The Lord said, "Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My Blood, hath eternal life." As our blood is the life of our body; so His Blood is our life forevermore. 

The child received its life from its parents, and during gestation, the child lived by its mother. So also is our life, His life; and we live by Him. For this cause we read, "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." 

Christ not only gave His life a ransom, but He gives His life as the security of our lives. It is because He lives that we live also, Christ was the Author of our life, He is also the Sustainer of our life. 

The life of the vine is the life of the branch; so also is the life of our Lord the life of those who abide in Him. 

The moment we are saved we have eternal life. We may pass through the valley of the shadow of death, but we can never be conquered by death, or, be held in the chains of death, because He tasted death for us, and now He lives with the keys of death and hell in His hand. No one can separate us from His love, neither can any one separate us from His life. Eternal life this is the gift of Gad. 

IV. WE KNOW WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM (1 John 3:2 ) 
It is wonderful to know that we have eternal life! "And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only True God and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." 

It is, if possible, even more wonderful to know that we shall have eternal life with Him forevermore. It is even wonder upon wonder, that we shall have eternal life with Him, and be like Him forevermore. 

We have already borne the image of His earth-body. It seems to us that when God created Adam, He created him in the image of that body which Christ was destined to bear. We read, "A body hast Thou prepared me." 

We will bear the image of the Heavenly body. God will change these vile bodies of our humiliation, and fashion them like unto the body of His glory. What a wonderful body that will be! A glorified body, an incorruptible body, an immortal body, a body of strength, a body adapted to the spirit, even as the present body is adapted to the mind. 

If we would know the body that we shall bear, we need only to study the body of His resurrection. It was a body that had flesh and bones; it was a body that bore wound marks; it was a body that could be touched and handled; it was a body that could partake of fish and bread. In other words, it was a real body, a literal body. It was not a body of ethereal imagination. 

The body was a real body, and it will walk real streets, in a real Heaven, mid real abiding places. It was a real body, and yet it was a body that could enter through close-fast doors; and, a body that could ascend up through the clouds. 

How blessed to know something of what we shall be! Our body will be a distinct body. Different from other bodies. It will be molded after the form of this present body, for each of us will have his "own body." We shall, however, be like Him, not alone in our bodies. We shall be like Him in spirit, in knowledge "We shall know as we are known." 

V. WE KNOW THAT OUR LABOR IS NOT IN VAIN (1 Corinthians 15:58 ) 
The verse we have just read closes the chapter on the resurrection. The verse, therefore, links our labors here on this earth with our life over there in the Glory Land. "Ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

In the first chapter of First Corinthians we are called into business with Christ Jesus; in the fifteenth chapter we behold the fruitage of our toil. 

The first chapter reads: "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship (partnership) of His Son." The fifteenth chapter concludes, "Your labour is not in vain in the Lord." The deduction is, "Therefore, be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 

It is most heartening to know that the full fruition of our labors will await us on the other shore. 

We are not sowing seed that will be harvested here, and gathered into earthly garners; we are sowing for a harvest that Heaven alone can reveal. We are sowing unto life eternal. Our harvest will be reaped in Heaven. 

We learn now, the reason for the delay of the Christian's rewards. God could not give us a just recompense until the harvest home time had fully come. Heaven alone can reveal the ripened grain. 

Here is a wonderful incentive to service. We want to work on, unceasingly, filling every moment with deeds of love, because the "day shall declare it"; we shall face both the quality, and the quantity, of the labors which we have rendered. 

And so, I'll toil onward, and count all but dross, 

I'll bear ev'ry burden, and share ev'ry cross; 

And then when He calleth me up through the skies, 

I'll have my reward, and my glorious prize. 

VI. I KNOW ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD (Romans 8:28 ) 
Here is a blessed "We know." It is so easy to become depressed by our distresses. It is so easy to lose the joy note of our faith. We allow our shadows to hide His face, instead of living above them in the sunshine of His smiles. We sit in the boat, pulling for dear life at the oars; instead of leaving the boat, and walking with Him upon the waters. 

We sometimes say, "Some things work together for our good"; yet, Paul says, "All things." Our difficulty lies in the fact that we are shortsighted. We fail to look beyond the present; we weigh our burdens in the scales of an earth-bound vision. We judge our pictures while they are yet on the easel under the Master's touch and brush. 

Let us learn to think into the far reaches of God's purposes for us; let us learn to look into the distant vistas of His grace. No trial may for the time be joyous, but it works out our future joy. Paul puts it this way, "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

The waves of our afflictions may be deep; yet, hidden in their deepest depths are pearls that will brighten and beautify our lives in God's great forevermore. The fires of our testings may wax hot; yet, those very fires will bring us forth as gold. 

Mark God's promise, "All things work together for good." The tapestry must not have alone the colors of brightest hue, the darker shades must blend with the lighter, if the work is to stand approved, and beautiful. 

The painting must have its shadowy background. The somber dark strokes of the brush only make the brighter strokes more radiant. 

VII. WE KNOW HOW WE OUGHT TO WALK (2 Thessalonians 3:7 ) 
This may seem anti-climactic. Not so. We have been studying what we know concerning the new body, and Heaven, and rewards over there. It is in the light of "over yonder," that we ought to know how to walk down here. 

It was after the three disciples had been with Christ on the mount of transfiguration, that they were prepared to go down and find the lad at the foot of the mountain needing help. Thus do we need to bring our Heaven to earth. 

After the Holy Spirit had spoken with rapture of Christ's Appearing, and of our appearing with Him in Glory, He said, "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth." 

It is under the blaze of the glory of Christ's Coming Again that we learn to purify ourselves even as He is pure. 

If we are children of the King, we know how we ought to walk. If we are about to be raptured to meet our Lord, we know how we ought to walk. If we are destined to meet our "walk" up in Heaven, we know how we ought to walk on earth. 

We know that we should walk in love, for we are greatly beloved of God. We know that we should walk in the Spirit, for we are begotten of the Spirit. We know that we should walk by faith, for we were saved by faith. 

Yes, we know how we ought to walk we know that we should walk in newness of life; we should walk honestly, as in the day; we should walk in holiness, for He who hath called us is holy; we should walk in love, for Christ hath loved us; we should walk in wisdom, pleasing God, for even Christ pleased not Himself. 

Ye know how ye ought to walk, 

Ye know how ye ought to talk, 

Ye know how ye ought to serve Him, day by day; 

He will give you power and might, 

Help you walk as sons of light, 

Guide you ever, upward, onward, in His way. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Here is an illustration that illumines Ramans Romans 8:28 . 

WORKING BY CONTRARIES 
"God many times worketh contrary to outward likelihoods. When the bricks were doubled, who would look for deliverance? As the Hebrew tongue must be read backward, or as the sun going back ten degrees in Ahaz's dial was a sign of Hezekiah's recovery, so is providence to be read backward, Joseph was made a slave that he might be made a favorite, Who would have thought that the dungeon had been the way to the court, that error is a means to clear truth, and bondage maketh way for liberty?" "Thus have we found sickness work for our health and poverty promote our wealth. Our worst days have turned out to be our best days, and our low estate has lifted us on high. When storms come we may welcome them, for they bring blessing on their wings; but when our calm is long and deep we ought to be on our watch, lest stagnation and disease should come of it. Science talks of curing by likes; but the Heavenly Physician heals both by likes and contraries; in fact, He bends all things to His gracious purpose. To judge His proceedings is folly and ingratitude. What can we know? Especially what can we know of His design and purpose while His work is yet on the anvil? Our judgments at their best are only moderated foolishness. We are neither prophets nor sons of prophets, and it would be wise if we would no more speculate upon the results of Divine operations, but firmly believe and patiently wait till the providence comes to the flower and to the seed, and God becomes His own interpreter." 

C. H. S. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-27
Hath God Cast Away His People? 
Romans 9:1-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. We have the depths of the heart of Paul toward the Jews. How the heart of the Apostle must have throbbed as he wrote, "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: who are Israelites." 

If there ever was a time when we needed to have a similar concern, it is now. The people of Israel are being trodden under foot by the Gentiles. In many parts of the world their cry is ascending up to Heaven. They are being oppressed and despised, and driven from many countries. Do we pray for the peace of Jerusalem? Remember "They shall prosper that love thee." 

2. We have elsewhere in Scripture the heart of Paul for the saved. It was to the saints at Thessalonica that Paul wrote in such a way as to unconsciously give us a view of his deepest yearnings for saints. He said, "We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers." Again he wrote to them, "So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us." Then he wrote of his labor and travail for them. 

The Philippians likewise came in for a full share of Paul's deep heart love. To them he wrote, "My brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown." He rejoiced when their care of him flourished. 

We need the same care for another as is exemplified herein. We can never prove a blessing to others unless we have a heart filled with love and compassion for them and their welfare. 

3. We have, yet again, the longings of Paul's heart for the unsaved who knew not God. He himself bore witness that he became all things to all men if perhaps he might gain some. To the weak he became as weak. He knew how to weep with those who wept. He had a real passion for those who knew not God. He was stirred as he came into Athens and beheld their idolatry. He never wearied seeking to do good for the Master. 

Consider his strenuous missionary journeys as he went forth preaching the Word. He knew how to suffer gladly for Christ and for the lost. He could recount many perils that came to him by the way. Yet he never stopped his ministry. By day and by night he pressed on. In hungering and fasting, nothing made him stop. 

A man must have loved men, who for them bore stripes above measure, and was in prisons frequent, in deaths oft. Think of him beaten and left for dead; think of him in three shipwrecks. Behold his weariness and painfulness, his watchings, his nakedness still he pressed on. 

As we close this threefold consideration, let us tarry long enough to examine our own hearts. We may faithfully proclaim the glorious Person of Christ, and we may eloquently preach of the death of Christ, and of His glorious Return; however, not until we are moved with the compassion of Christ, as Paul was moved, can we effectually serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us not ask for more victory and power until we have asked for more compassion for the lost. 

I. ISRAEL'S FORMER GLORIES (Romans 9:4-5 ) 
No matter how far from God national Israel may be today, it has not always been thus. Our verse is plain and positive: "Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen." 

How the words pile up, and with what depths of privileges do they stand before us. Let us note some of these expressions. 

1. To whom pertaineth the adoption. Israel is the people whom God adopted unto Himself, out of all peoples that dwell upon the earth, that they might be unto Him for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory. They were chosen not only that they might be blessed, but that they might be a blessing. 

2. To whom pertaineth the glory. The Lord placed upon them His glory. "The glory of the Lord Is risen upon thee." It was no small glory that Israel should be the called of God, the God of Glory. They were glorious because of the glory that He had placed upon them. 

3. To whom pertaineth the Covenants. The Covenants of God were given to Israel in Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and David. These Covenants had to do with their Kingdom, their future blessing, the coming of the Seed, even Christ; and their security as the chosen people. 

4. To whom was the giving of the Law. It was to Israel, by Moses, that God gave the Law written upon two tables of stone. This Law contained the duties of men toward God and toward one another. The Law was holy and just and good. It was given in a concise, and yet inclusive, way. Unto this day it contains God's demands of the recognition and worship of God, and of the ethical standards which should prevail among men. 

5. Of whom, according to the flesh, Christ came. We have room for but the one great statement above. Christ came of the seed of Abraham. He was, to be sure, sent of God; yet He was born of a virgin. That virgin was David's seed, through Nathan, and God has verified His promise by recounting the genealogy in Luke. Let us ever honor the Jews, because Christ came by way of them, and He is over all, God blessed forever, and honored and loved, among the saved. 

II. GOD'S DISTINCTION AMONG PEOPLES (Romans 9:6-9 ) 
There is a tendency to discount God by reason of national Israel. Some will say that the sins of present-day Israel show that God made a grievous error in choosing that race as the representative of His grace and glory. We had just as well say that God made a mistake in making the Church the channel of His blessings. The verses before us make some things clear in this connection. 

1. They are not all Israel, which are of Israel. This was true in the days of old. For instance, in the days of Gideon there were 300 called out of 32,000 that through them God might make His power known. Sometimes the truly faithful were narrowed down to less than 300 in Israel. Today God still loves His people, the Jews; yet in their midst, and of the same stock with them, there is a group that knows no mercy and no God, From Abraham's sons, only Isaac was chosen. It was his son by Sarah, and not by the handmaiden, Hagar, that was the heir. 

Not only this, but Isaac also had two sons; but the coming Seed was narrowed down to the lineage of Jacob, and not of Esau. Thus not all who are of either Abraham or of Isaac were included in the Covenant promises. 

2. They are not all of the Church, the Body of Christ, who are reckoned in the Church. There is a verse which says, "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." Yes, there are, alas many whose names are on the church books, who are not named in the Book of Life. 

III. GOD'S PURPOSE OF ELECTION (Romans 9:11-13 ) 
1. God's election goes back of human times. Romans 9:11 speaking of God's election of Jacob, and of His rejection of Esau, says, "(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth;)." 

How long before these children were born did God choose Jacob? It does not say, nor does it matter. The truth to be enforced is that God is able to make His decisions, not based on the works of men, but on His own elective powers. Israel was loved, and chosen also, before she was known for her works. God, according to Deuteronomy 7:6-7 , "hath chosen thee (Israel) to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth." Then we read, "The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your fathers." Once again it is of grace, and not of works. 

2. God's election says, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated." Is it necessary for us to try to understand these words? If so, stop and ask yourselves upon what basis the Twelve were chosen to the Apostleship. If so, stop and ask why some believe and some believe not; why you, for instance, are saved, and others, seemingly more worthy, are lost. 

True it is that we see through a glass darkly. If all this is explained by the foreknowledge of God, that before either Jacob or Esau was born, God in His is omniscience knew what each child should do, etc., etc.; yet He spoke before they did it, and in doing so He demonstrated that His choice was of grace, and not of works. 

"Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid." This cannot be, for the workman has a right to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor. 

Was not Saul chosen of God to be the Apostle unto the Gentiles before he had anything of good works? God said plainly unto Ananias, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the Children of Israel." Paul also wrote, "When it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen." 

IV. A GREAT SALVATION TRUTH (Romans 9:16 ) 
Here are the words of Romans 9:16 : "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." 

1. Salvation is not by either the will or the work of men. The sinner is not saved because he first loved God, but because God first loved him. He is not saved because he willed to be saved, inasmuch as the sinner's will was on the side of Satan. He is saved because God loved, Christ died, and the Spirit called. 

If you argue that "Whosoever will may come," we agree: however, it is God, who worketh in us to will and to do of His own good pleasure. 

If you argue that whosoever believeth hath everlasting life, we agree; yet we add, How can they believe on Him of whom they have not heard? And who sent out the preacher? 

2. Service is also neither of the will of the Christian, nor of his running. To the Twelve Jesus said, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit." We believe in the call of God to preach His Gospel not only in the call to preach, but in the designation of the very place where we should preach. He who walketh in the midst of the churches, places the messengers of the churches as He willeth. 

"There was a man sent from God, whose name was John." Paul delighted to say, "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, * * concerning His Son." 

3. Wherever there is "running" there is with it a "reward." "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize ? So run, that ye may obtain." But for what do you run? Certainly not for salvation, or Heaven, or anything in the realm of grace. You run for the prize. 

V. GOD'S PURPOSE IN HIS DEALINGS (Romans 9:17-21 ) 
1. God's dealings are to make His power and glory known. Our key verse says, concerning Pharaoh, "Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that My name might be declared throughout all the earth." 

What a great Old Testament verse is this on missions. God was seeking by His dealings with Pharaoh to make His Name known, not in Egypt alone, but also everywhere over the earth. This is seen in His dealings with Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. Only this time through the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace, and through Daniel in the den of lions. This same world-wide magnifying of God's Name was brought about by David's slaying the giant. 

God made His Name known because Nebuchadnezzar sent out the word over the Babylonian empire, "I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Me-shach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces," etc. 

Darius sent out the word "That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel." 

David said to Goliath, "I will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air." etc., "that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel." Thus did God declare His Name among the nations of men. 

2. There is, therefore, in God's elective dealings with men, the supreme task of causing men to worship the True God, and to declare His glorious Name. For this cause, He will have mercy on him on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth. Yes, God did harden Pharaoh's heart after that Pharaoh had hardened his own heart four times; and He hardened it that He might thus bring out Israel with a mighty hand, and cause the nations to magnify His Name. 

3. Men should never condemn the great God who worketh all things after the counsel of His will. Who are we that we should reply to God and find fault with Him? Who are we that we should resist His will? "Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?" 

Suppose that God, by His wrath, was making His power known. Suppose that God by His long-suffering grace was making His riches of glory known upon vessels of mercy which He had afore prepared unto His glory. In either case, whether on vessels fitted for wrath, or upon vessels fitted for mercy, God is glorified. 

VI. NOT THE JEWS ONLY BUT ALSO THE GENTILES (Romans 9:24 ) 
1. There came a day when the veil of the Temple was rent in twain. In the Old Testament times the Gentiles could come to God after the days of Abraham, for Israel was God's special and chosen people that through them all the earth might know God. After the temporary rejection of Israel, because of her infidelity as God's witness, the veil of the Temple was rent from the top to the "bottom to demonstrate that the way into the Holiest of all was now open to Jew and Gentile, alike. The Church then became God's witness both to Jew and Gentile. As Romans eleven puts it, they (Israel) were broken off, that we (the church) might be grafted in. 

2. The Gentiles used to be foreigners and aliens to the commonwealth of Israel. They were "strangers from the Covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world." Now, however, in Christ Jesus they who "sometimes were far off are made nigh by the Blood of Christ." 

The moment Christ died, God made open the door to all. When Christ was ready to ascend to the Father, He gave the command of the Gospel to all nations, and to every creature. The Church is a called-out people unto God, by the Blood, from every kindred, tongue, and tribe, born under the commission and the responsibility of world evangelization. 

3. The Jews, while they are temporarily rejected as a special people, still have the privilege of full redemption equally with the Gentiles. At the beginning of this age, it was "the Jew first, and also the Gentiles." Now it is "Where there is neither Jew or Gentile." The church is making a great mistake in forgetting that her calling is as much to the Jew as to the Gentile. If we leave the Jew entirely out of our ministry, we will prove as truant to our calling as the Children of Israel did to theirs, when they refused to make Christ known to the Gentiles. 

VII. THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED (Romans 9:27 ) 
1. Israel, nationally, is now cast off. The Lord Jesus announced, before He went to Glory, that Israel should be trodden under the feet of the Gentiles. Hear His words: "If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall * * compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side; * * because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." 

Hear the Lord again.: "And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Hear our Lord still further: "Your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord." 

2. A remnant shall be saved; that is, a remnant of Israel. Israel lived after the Law, but the remnant of Israel shall be saved by grace. Let us read Romans 11:5 : "Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace." Let none of us think for a moment that Israel shall never come back into her own. The promises of God are sure and steadfast. God has spoken and no one can disannul it. "Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved." Again it is written: "After this I will return, and will build again the Tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up." 

Remember God has spoken, "And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be My people, and I will be your God." And "I will take the Children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: and I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one King shall be King to them all." 

3. A short work will the Lord make upon the earth. The salvation of the remnant of Israel will be wrought by God with a short work. Yet God will finish the work in righteousness. That work will be accomplished during the days Scripturally known as Jacob's trouble. That day is also called "the Indignation," and "the great Tribulation." 

If those days were not shortened, no flesh would be saved. However, the Lord will seal 144,000 of the Children of Israel, 12,000 from each tribe. There will also be a remnant which will flee into the wilderness, where God will have a place prepared for their safety. 

In that short period, God will change the hearts of His chosen people, and will pour upon Israel, "The spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon [Him] whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"'Why are the Jews like Jonah?' inquired an aged veteran of a preacher. When asked to explain, he said; "Because Jonah could neither be assimilated nor exterminated by the whale.' All the nations have tried to assimilate or exterminate the Jew, but he remains distinct and everywhere abundant (Romans 11:26 )." 

"A Hyde Park orator, denouncing the feeble efforts of the Jews to resist the Roman oppressions, suggested that if they appealed more to the sword and less to the Sacred Writings they might have fared much better. One in the crowd asked, 'But where are the Romans today?' 'Nowhere,' was the quick response. 'And where are the Jews today?' 'Everywhere,' was the sarcastic but satisfactory reply, to the evident appreciation of the hearers. 'Truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel' (Jeremiah 3:23 )." 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 11-15
Missions in the Epistles 
Romans 10:11-15 ; Romans 11:15-28 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
This study as a whole will give some idea of the missionary vision as set forth in Paul's Epistles. 

1. The scope of missionary endeavor. Romans 10:11 reads: "Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed." Here is a "whosoever" just as deep and broad as the "whosoever" in John 3:16 . In John it says, "That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish," and here it says, " Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed." The explanation of this "whosoever" is given in Romans 10:12 , where it says "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him." 

Then comes the second "whosoever." Romans 10:13 reads, "For whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved," The "whosoever" in the heart of God, should be met in the "every creature" of our proclamation of the Gospel. 

If God has made no difference between Jew, Greek, Scythian, bond or free; if the white man, the black man, the yellow man, and the red man are all welcomed, let us never limit God, or seek to isolate Him to any one group. All nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, is the scope of our missionary vision and responsibility, 

2. The great necessity laid upon us. Romans 10:14 says, "How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?" Of course, we all know that he who believeth not shall be ashamed. Therefore, faith in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, is absolutely necessary on the part of us all. 

The first thing, Christ crucified, is necessary for redemption; the second, Christ risen, is necessary to the victorious life and power in service; the third, Christ coming, is necessary to the inspiration of hope, as well to its consummation our own resurrection and presence with the Saviour. 

The word has been given, but the preacher is needed to proclaim its message. We remember how Philip said to the eunuch, "Understandest thou what thou readest?" and the eunuch replied, "How can I, except some man should guide me?" It is not enough to mail literature and send tracts, "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." Herein, God places the great burden of missionary endeavor back upon the churches. The missionaries themselves cannot go unless they are sent. In order to send them there are outfits to be purchased, transportation to be furnished, and the needs of daily living to be kept up. 

God sends us forth, but with God must be the Church itself. 

3. God's cursing or blessing is upon us, according to our faithfulness in preaching the Word. In the 11th chapter of Romans the question is asked, "Hath God cast away His people * * which He foreknew?" The chapter proceeds to give a sevenfold proof that God has not ultimately cast off His people. However, Israel is temporarily set aside. 

(1) Why Israel was cast off. There is but one answer to this question, and it is suggested all through the second part of our Scripture lesson. It is because Israel failed to bring forth fruit. 

In Romans it speaks of the "casting away" of Israel, and then it speaks of some of the branches being broken off. This latter expression occurs three times. 

(2) The Church was graffed in. The natural branches being broken off, God graffed in the Church, and told it to carry on for Him. We became, at once, partakers of the root and fatness of the Jewish vine. 

(3) There is, however, a great warning to the Church. In Romans 11:18 we are told, "Boast not against the branches." If we do boast and say, "The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in," we speak the truth, "Because of unbelief they were broken off"; pray, therefore, that we may stand by faith. We should not be highminded, for, "If God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee." 

(4) The setting aside of Israel was for the reconciling of the world. This is the expression in Romans 11:15 . In Romans 11:25 and Romans 11:26 we are told that after the fullness of the Gentiles is come in, all Israel will be saved. That is the time when she will be graffed in again. The mission of the Church, however, is to bring in the fullness of the Gentiles. 

I. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN II CORINTHIANS (2 Corinthians 5:18-20 ) 
Here are verses which demand the deepest consideration. 

1. Jesus Christ has given to us the ministry of reconciliation. "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself," and now God hath committed unto us, in our ministry, the word of His reconciliation. Is it not beautiful to have that kind of message to carry to the ends of the earth? 2 Corinthians 5:20 tells us that we are ambassadors for Christ, and we are, as though God were beseeching others by us, and we, in Christ's stead, were pleading with others to be reconciled unto Him. 

2. The great ambition of the true missionary. This will be found in 2 Corinthians 10:15 , 2 Corinthians 10:16 . Paul said it. 

Some of us may delight in taking a task that is well on its way to completion; we like churches already built, the towns already evangelized. Not so with the Apostle Paul: he wanted to plow his own ground, and sow his own seed. May God grant that this same glorious ambition may be ours, 

3. The great sufferings of a true missionary. In chapter 6, 2 Corinthians 6:4 and on, read what the Apostle says. 

It is not until we are ready for all of this that we may think of ourselves standing approved. In the eleventh chapter Paul spoke of other ministers and their boasting; then he said, "I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft," and so on. Beloved, here is the Spirit of the true missionary. 

II. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN GALATIANS (Galatians 1:15-17 ) 
1. A man called before he was born to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. This is suggested in Galatians 1:15 , and it is set forth very clearly in the words of God to Ananias. When Ananias was commanded to go and anoint Saul of Tarsus, God said, "He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the Children of Israel. For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for My Name's sake." We still believe in the definite call to the mission fields. We must not go where we are not sent, neither must we go until we are sent. 

2. A man to whom God revealed Himself. This is the message of Galatians 1:16 . Mark the words: "When it pleased God * * to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen." 

We take it from this, that a man or woman who has never had a real revelation of Jesus Christ, in him, is not yet panoplied to preach. He may know a great deal about Jesus Christ, and understand fully the message of redemption through the Blood, but how can he go and face what Paul faced, and what many missionaries have faced, unless the Son of God is revealed in him? 

3. The missionary separated unto God in preparation. God took Paul off into Arabia, where He could personally teach him the Gospel. His message was not after man, neither did he receive it of man; neither was he taught it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. The missionary is necessarily separated more or less unto a life of loneliness; however, when we have God, how can we be lonely? 

III. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN PHILIPPIANS (Philemon 1:11-17 ) 
The verses before us give some wonderful inside views of the ministry of Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles. 

1. Paul expressed "That the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel." When we stop to consider the things which happened unto Paul, we find that they were many. 

Paul was delivered unto death for Jesus' sake. To the Corinthians he added these memorable words, "So then death worketh in us, but life in you." To the Philippians read what he says, in Philemon 1:12 . 

Thus, even in prison, Paul was still rejoicing in the privilege of suffering for Christ. In Philemon 1:14 he says, "And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear." 

2. Paul's expression of the great inner throbbings of his heart. Philemon 1:18 reads: "What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." The great mission of the Apostle was to see Christ preached, and preached to every creature in the whole wide world. 

IV. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN COLOSSIANS (Colossians 1:23-29 ) 
1. The Gospel preached to every creature under Heaven. This is the expression found in Colossians 1:23 . Paul was made a minister of Jesus Christ, and Paul had already found himself able to say that he had never been moved away from the hope of the Gospel, which the Colossians had heard, and which had been preached to every creature under Heaven. Beloved, shall we, with Christians numbering into many millions, fail to give the Gospel to every creature of our day? 

2. Paul made a minister according to the dispensation of God. It is a wonderful thing when you go forth to preach the Word, knowing that you have been made a minister by the hand of the Almighty; that you are a diplomat sent from Heaven; an ambassador from on High. We know, if this is the case, that we are truly God's representatives under orders; we will know, then, that He who sent us will never forsake us. 

3. The great ambition of the Apostle. In Colossians 1:28 we read, "Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 

What an ambition is this! We are not preaching only to get souls saved; we are to teach them, that we may present them perfect before the throne of glory. It was for this that Paul said, "Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working, which worketh in me mightily." Somehow or other these words stir our soul to activity. Paul was working out, while God was working in. 

When we are true preachers or workers there is no forcing of our message, or of our labor. There is something within us that will not let us stay. We are pressed on by the Spirit of God, which dwelleth within us. 

V. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN THESSALONIANS (1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 ; 1 Thessalonians 2:8-10 ) 
We have some wonderful things before us now. 

1. The reach of God's love in us. In chapter 2, 1 Thessalonians 2:8-9 , read what he says. Now we can see that wonderful preacher, the Apostle Paul, as a man who deeply loved those to whom he preached. He was "affectionately desirous." 

What did this love prompt him to do to preach the Gospel of God unto them? Certainly, but not only that. He was willing to impart not only the Gospel, but his very soul. He was willing to do this because the Thessalonians were dear to him. When they remembered his labor and travail night and day for them, they began to realize something of his love, something of the passion of his heart, Somehow or other, the Gospel which he preached seemed to them more precious because, in order to preach that Gospel, he labored night and day, that he might not be chargeable unto them. 

2. The sweep and sway of the Gospel. We now go back to chapter 1, 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 , Read 1 Thessalonians 1:8 . Here is a missionary endeavor that should never be forgotten. Why do we go to China, or Africa, or anywhere else? Do we go that they may receive the Gospel and be saved? Certainly; but we go also that they themselves may "sound forth" the Word of God which they have received from us. 

In 1 Thessalonians 1:5 of chapter 1, Paul speaks of how the Gospel came unto Thessalonica not "in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 tells us that the Thessalonians became followers of Paul, and that they themselves "received the Word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost." Afterward we find that those who received the Gospel, heralded the Gospel. 

We will never reach every creature in our dispensation until those who hear us in the foreign field receive the Gospel in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; and until, having thus received it, they are panoplied to sound it forth. 

VI. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN I TIMOTHY (1 Timothy 2:4 ) 
It is not until we come to the Epistle of Timothy that we find this tremendous statement, "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." This is the "whosoever" of John 3:16 , and of Romans 10:1-21 , stated in a different way. Let us look at it carefully. 

1. God our Saviour. This is the closing expression of 1 Timothy 2:3 . In the Epistle to Titus we read similar expressions four different times. 

In chapter 1 Timothy 1:4 , are the words, "the Lord Jesus. Christ our Saviour." 

In chapter 2, _Titus 2:1-15 __verse 13, is the expression, "the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

In chapter 3, _Titus 3:1-15 __verse 4, are the words "God our Saviour," and in _Titus 3:1-15 __verse 6, "Jesus Christ our Saviour." 

From these Scriptures we are ready to assert that Jesus Christ is God. Our Saviour could be none other than God; if Jesus Christ had been son of Joseph, He could not have been Son of God; nor could He have been our Saviour. 

It is such an One who died that all men might be saved. It is such an One, as God our Saviour, or Jesus Christ our Saviour, whom we preach. 

In Philippians we read, "That every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Here is the great capstone of all missionary endeavor, the presentation of God incarnate, even God our Saviour. 

2. Who will have all men to be saved. If God wants all men to be saved, then we must carry the Gospel to all men. 

Need the missionary, then, who goes to the heart of Africa feel that any poor, struggling piece of humanity is not loved of God? We heard of one man to whom God said: "I want you to manifest My love to the tramps." Are not the tramps of our country included in the "all men" before us? Surely the tramp of our own country, as well as the out-caste of India, should be brought under the power of 1 Timothy 2:6 of the Scripture now before us. It reads; "Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time." Then let us testify. 

3. Who will have all men to come unto the knowledge of the truth. If God, as we have just said, wants every man to be saved, then He wants everyone to know the truth of redemption. Beloved, let us determine, God helping us, that He may have our feet to carry us to the last man on earth, that we may give to him the message of salvation. 

VII. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN I PETER (1 Peter 2:9 ) 
We have always loved this verse. Let us quote it to you: "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." 

1. The believer's titles. God has given us degrees; here they are: We are a C. G., an R. P., an H. N., and an S. P. Just write your name and place your four titles after it: 

(1) We are a C. G., (child of God) because we have been born again. Not only are we born again, but we are chosen to be born. 

(2) We are an R. P. A priesthood; but not only priests; but royal priests of God. 

(3) We are an H. N. A nation; but not only a nation, but a nation marked by holy living. 

(4) We are an S. P. A people; but not only a people, but a people chosen and peculiar to God: a special people. 

2. The objective of our call. Let us put it this way, "Ye are * * that ye should," Certainly God did not give us our titles for nought. He made us what we are, in order that we should show forth His praises by our lives, and our good works, and our words, to those around us. That is the expression found in 1 Peter 2:12 . 

3. That they should glorify God. Who are the "they" referred to? The Gentiles. We think of Peter as the Apostle to the Jews, but it was Peter who said, "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." 

Thus the heart of God is again seen, even through Jewish Christians. They were saved, they were a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and so forth, that they might show forth the glory of their God to the Gentiles. Let us glorify Him, and magnify Him before men; telling out the story of His saving grace, until all men shall know of Him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"And here our work began. My message to the nations was that 'every creature' In every nation was to be reached in exactly the same way that God led Charles Cowman to place the Word in every home in Japan; later the same kind of work was begun in Korea and now, thanks be to God, is being carried on in the great, vast land of China. What has been done can be done again and again. Jesus said to 'every creature' and He meant just what He said. Charles Cowman laid down his life in literally obeying the last commission; and shall we, who live and remain to witness the afterglow of that rarely beautiful life, rest on our oars while millions die? Nay, we take up the torch that fell from his hands and on, on we press into the midnight lands. 

"He simply said, 'Come follow!' And His footsteps led me clear up into Lapland amid the deep forests back where the Laplanders live in the bitter cold, where the mode of travel is on sledges drawn by reindeers, or on skis, leaping over the hills and mountains primitive life. Yes. it is there that the poor Lapps live in their huts made of skins. Live? Yes, they live and they die. The people gathered in schoolhouses, traveling miles and miles over the deep snow, and in the high snowstorms almost blinding and many of them found Jesus. What a glorious time we had in Lapland! We left several fine Christian workers there who have spent the winter visiting the Lapps' huts and bringing souls to the One who so loved that He came. Trophies of Calvary! 

"Plans were made and prayed over for giving Finland and Lapland, as nations, the Word in every home. And then, miracle of miracles, He sent us to Esthonia, a little country to the north of Finland. There everything was in readiness Esthonia opened wide her arms they simply took the Water of Life proffered them, and a glorious work goes on and evangelists are going from home to home with the Word and many are seeing a great light and are 'Coming, coming, yes, they are.' My Esthonian audiences wept until there was a row of tears of joy, not sorrow, and never in any place in my entire lifetime have I seen such joy-lit faces. They had prayed for years for revival and they believed God had sent the answer. 

"Not one word of the languages could I understand, but love is the universal language of the world and my heart was knit to them in a special way for it was an Esthonian hand, under God's, that held the wheel of the cargo boat, as we passed through the raging tempest and to them I was sent to God. * * * 

"As we appear before Him on that day we want, through His power, to stand there unashamed, with trophies to lay at His pierced feet." 

And with this, dear readers, we close. If through reading this report of the Lord's workings in our midst, you have caught a glimpse of His glory and power; a picture of the ripeness of these felds; and a vision of the lost, to the extent that you, too, will be different in your praying, in your giving and to your burden for souls, we shall praise Him. Tears have fallen in the writing; they may fall in the reading, but if it means tears that will water the seeds being sown, we know there will be an abundant harvest; and even greater glory shall be in the midst 

"The seed that I've planted in springtime with weeping, 

And watered with tears and with dew from on High; 

Another may shout while the harvesters reaping 

Shall gather my grain in the sweet by and by. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 15-28
Missions in the Epistles 
Romans 10:11-15 ; Romans 11:15-28 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
This study as a whole will give some idea of the missionary vision as set forth in Paul's Epistles. 

1. The scope of missionary endeavor. Romans 10:11 reads: "Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed." Here is a "whosoever" just as deep and broad as the "whosoever" in John 3:16 . In John it says, "That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish," and here it says, " Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed." The explanation of this "whosoever" is given in Romans 10:12 , where it says "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him." 

Then comes the second "whosoever." Romans 10:13 reads, "For whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved," The "whosoever" in the heart of God, should be met in the "every creature" of our proclamation of the Gospel. 

If God has made no difference between Jew, Greek, Scythian, bond or free; if the white man, the black man, the yellow man, and the red man are all welcomed, let us never limit God, or seek to isolate Him to any one group. All nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, is the scope of our missionary vision and responsibility, 

2. The great necessity laid upon us. Romans 10:14 says, "How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?" Of course, we all know that he who believeth not shall be ashamed. Therefore, faith in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, is absolutely necessary on the part of us all. 

The first thing, Christ crucified, is necessary for redemption; the second, Christ risen, is necessary to the victorious life and power in service; the third, Christ coming, is necessary to the inspiration of hope, as well to its consummation our own resurrection and presence with the Saviour. 

The word has been given, but the preacher is needed to proclaim its message. We remember how Philip said to the eunuch, "Understandest thou what thou readest?" and the eunuch replied, "How can I, except some man should guide me?" It is not enough to mail literature and send tracts, "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." Herein, God places the great burden of missionary endeavor back upon the churches. The missionaries themselves cannot go unless they are sent. In order to send them there are outfits to be purchased, transportation to be furnished, and the needs of daily living to be kept up. 

God sends us forth, but with God must be the Church itself. 

3. God's cursing or blessing is upon us, according to our faithfulness in preaching the Word. In the 11th chapter of Romans the question is asked, "Hath God cast away His people * * which He foreknew?" The chapter proceeds to give a sevenfold proof that God has not ultimately cast off His people. However, Israel is temporarily set aside. 

(1) Why Israel was cast off. There is but one answer to this question, and it is suggested all through the second part of our Scripture lesson. It is because Israel failed to bring forth fruit. 

In Romans it speaks of the "casting away" of Israel, and then it speaks of some of the branches being broken off. This latter expression occurs three times. 

(2) The Church was graffed in. The natural branches being broken off, God graffed in the Church, and told it to carry on for Him. We became, at once, partakers of the root and fatness of the Jewish vine. 

(3) There is, however, a great warning to the Church. In Romans 11:18 we are told, "Boast not against the branches." If we do boast and say, "The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in," we speak the truth, "Because of unbelief they were broken off"; pray, therefore, that we may stand by faith. We should not be highminded, for, "If God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee." 

(4) The setting aside of Israel was for the reconciling of the world. This is the expression in Romans 11:15 . In Romans 11:25 and Romans 11:26 we are told that after the fullness of the Gentiles is come in, all Israel will be saved. That is the time when she will be graffed in again. The mission of the Church, however, is to bring in the fullness of the Gentiles. 

I. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN II CORINTHIANS (2 Corinthians 5:18-20 ) 
Here are verses which demand the deepest consideration. 

1. Jesus Christ has given to us the ministry of reconciliation. "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself," and now God hath committed unto us, in our ministry, the word of His reconciliation. Is it not beautiful to have that kind of message to carry to the ends of the earth? 2 Corinthians 5:20 tells us that we are ambassadors for Christ, and we are, as though God were beseeching others by us, and we, in Christ's stead, were pleading with others to be reconciled unto Him. 

2. The great ambition of the true missionary. This will be found in 2 Corinthians 10:15 , 2 Corinthians 10:16 . Paul said it. 

Some of us may delight in taking a task that is well on its way to completion; we like churches already built, the towns already evangelized. Not so with the Apostle Paul: he wanted to plow his own ground, and sow his own seed. May God grant that this same glorious ambition may be ours, 

3. The great sufferings of a true missionary. In chapter 6, 2 Corinthians 6:4 and on, read what the Apostle says. 

It is not until we are ready for all of this that we may think of ourselves standing approved. In the eleventh chapter Paul spoke of other ministers and their boasting; then he said, "I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft," and so on. Beloved, here is the Spirit of the true missionary. 

II. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN GALATIANS (Galatians 1:15-17 ) 
1. A man called before he was born to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. This is suggested in Galatians 1:15 , and it is set forth very clearly in the words of God to Ananias. When Ananias was commanded to go and anoint Saul of Tarsus, God said, "He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the Children of Israel. For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for My Name's sake." We still believe in the definite call to the mission fields. We must not go where we are not sent, neither must we go until we are sent. 

2. A man to whom God revealed Himself. This is the message of Galatians 1:16 . Mark the words: "When it pleased God * * to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen." 

We take it from this, that a man or woman who has never had a real revelation of Jesus Christ, in him, is not yet panoplied to preach. He may know a great deal about Jesus Christ, and understand fully the message of redemption through the Blood, but how can he go and face what Paul faced, and what many missionaries have faced, unless the Son of God is revealed in him? 

3. The missionary separated unto God in preparation. God took Paul off into Arabia, where He could personally teach him the Gospel. His message was not after man, neither did he receive it of man; neither was he taught it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. The missionary is necessarily separated more or less unto a life of loneliness; however, when we have God, how can we be lonely? 

III. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN PHILIPPIANS (Philemon 1:11-17 ) 
The verses before us give some wonderful inside views of the ministry of Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles. 

1. Paul expressed "That the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel." When we stop to consider the things which happened unto Paul, we find that they were many. 

Paul was delivered unto death for Jesus' sake. To the Corinthians he added these memorable words, "So then death worketh in us, but life in you." To the Philippians read what he says, in Philemon 1:12 . 

Thus, even in prison, Paul was still rejoicing in the privilege of suffering for Christ. In Philemon 1:14 he says, "And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear." 

2. Paul's expression of the great inner throbbings of his heart. Philemon 1:18 reads: "What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." The great mission of the Apostle was to see Christ preached, and preached to every creature in the whole wide world. 

IV. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN COLOSSIANS (Colossians 1:23-29 ) 
1. The Gospel preached to every creature under Heaven. This is the expression found in Colossians 1:23 . Paul was made a minister of Jesus Christ, and Paul had already found himself able to say that he had never been moved away from the hope of the Gospel, which the Colossians had heard, and which had been preached to every creature under Heaven. Beloved, shall we, with Christians numbering into many millions, fail to give the Gospel to every creature of our day? 

2. Paul made a minister according to the dispensation of God. It is a wonderful thing when you go forth to preach the Word, knowing that you have been made a minister by the hand of the Almighty; that you are a diplomat sent from Heaven; an ambassador from on High. We know, if this is the case, that we are truly God's representatives under orders; we will know, then, that He who sent us will never forsake us. 

3. The great ambition of the Apostle. In Colossians 1:28 we read, "Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 

What an ambition is this! We are not preaching only to get souls saved; we are to teach them, that we may present them perfect before the throne of glory. It was for this that Paul said, "Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working, which worketh in me mightily." Somehow or other these words stir our soul to activity. Paul was working out, while God was working in. 

When we are true preachers or workers there is no forcing of our message, or of our labor. There is something within us that will not let us stay. We are pressed on by the Spirit of God, which dwelleth within us. 

V. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN THESSALONIANS (1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 ; 1 Thessalonians 2:8-10 ) 
We have some wonderful things before us now. 

1. The reach of God's love in us. In chapter 2, 1 Thessalonians 2:8-9 , read what he says. Now we can see that wonderful preacher, the Apostle Paul, as a man who deeply loved those to whom he preached. He was "affectionately desirous." 

What did this love prompt him to do to preach the Gospel of God unto them? Certainly, but not only that. He was willing to impart not only the Gospel, but his very soul. He was willing to do this because the Thessalonians were dear to him. When they remembered his labor and travail night and day for them, they began to realize something of his love, something of the passion of his heart, Somehow or other, the Gospel which he preached seemed to them more precious because, in order to preach that Gospel, he labored night and day, that he might not be chargeable unto them. 

2. The sweep and sway of the Gospel. We now go back to chapter 1, 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 , Read 1 Thessalonians 1:8 . Here is a missionary endeavor that should never be forgotten. Why do we go to China, or Africa, or anywhere else? Do we go that they may receive the Gospel and be saved? Certainly; but we go also that they themselves may "sound forth" the Word of God which they have received from us. 

In 1 Thessalonians 1:5 of chapter 1, Paul speaks of how the Gospel came unto Thessalonica not "in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 tells us that the Thessalonians became followers of Paul, and that they themselves "received the Word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost." Afterward we find that those who received the Gospel, heralded the Gospel. 

We will never reach every creature in our dispensation until those who hear us in the foreign field receive the Gospel in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; and until, having thus received it, they are panoplied to sound it forth. 

VI. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN I TIMOTHY (1 Timothy 2:4 ) 
It is not until we come to the Epistle of Timothy that we find this tremendous statement, "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." This is the "whosoever" of John 3:16 , and of Romans 10:1-21 , stated in a different way. Let us look at it carefully. 

1. God our Saviour. This is the closing expression of 1 Timothy 2:3 . In the Epistle to Titus we read similar expressions four different times. 

In chapter 1 Timothy 1:4 , are the words, "the Lord Jesus. Christ our Saviour." 

In chapter 2, _Titus 2:1-15 __verse 13, is the expression, "the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

In chapter 3, _Titus 3:1-15 __verse 4, are the words "God our Saviour," and in _Titus 3:1-15 __verse 6, "Jesus Christ our Saviour." 

From these Scriptures we are ready to assert that Jesus Christ is God. Our Saviour could be none other than God; if Jesus Christ had been son of Joseph, He could not have been Son of God; nor could He have been our Saviour. 

It is such an One who died that all men might be saved. It is such an One, as God our Saviour, or Jesus Christ our Saviour, whom we preach. 

In Philippians we read, "That every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Here is the great capstone of all missionary endeavor, the presentation of God incarnate, even God our Saviour. 

2. Who will have all men to be saved. If God wants all men to be saved, then we must carry the Gospel to all men. 

Need the missionary, then, who goes to the heart of Africa feel that any poor, struggling piece of humanity is not loved of God? We heard of one man to whom God said: "I want you to manifest My love to the tramps." Are not the tramps of our country included in the "all men" before us? Surely the tramp of our own country, as well as the out-caste of India, should be brought under the power of 1 Timothy 2:6 of the Scripture now before us. It reads; "Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time." Then let us testify. 

3. Who will have all men to come unto the knowledge of the truth. If God, as we have just said, wants every man to be saved, then He wants everyone to know the truth of redemption. Beloved, let us determine, God helping us, that He may have our feet to carry us to the last man on earth, that we may give to him the message of salvation. 

VII. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN I PETER (1 Peter 2:9 ) 
We have always loved this verse. Let us quote it to you: "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." 

1. The believer's titles. God has given us degrees; here they are: We are a C. G., an R. P., an H. N., and an S. P. Just write your name and place your four titles after it: 

(1) We are a C. G., (child of God) because we have been born again. Not only are we born again, but we are chosen to be born. 

(2) We are an R. P. A priesthood; but not only priests; but royal priests of God. 

(3) We are an H. N. A nation; but not only a nation, but a nation marked by holy living. 

(4) We are an S. P. A people; but not only a people, but a people chosen and peculiar to God: a special people. 

2. The objective of our call. Let us put it this way, "Ye are * * that ye should," Certainly God did not give us our titles for nought. He made us what we are, in order that we should show forth His praises by our lives, and our good works, and our words, to those around us. That is the expression found in 1 Peter 2:12 . 

3. That they should glorify God. Who are the "they" referred to? The Gentiles. We think of Peter as the Apostle to the Jews, but it was Peter who said, "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." 

Thus the heart of God is again seen, even through Jewish Christians. They were saved, they were a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and so forth, that they might show forth the glory of their God to the Gentiles. Let us glorify Him, and magnify Him before men; telling out the story of His saving grace, until all men shall know of Him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"And here our work began. My message to the nations was that 'every creature' In every nation was to be reached in exactly the same way that God led Charles Cowman to place the Word in every home in Japan; later the same kind of work was begun in Korea and now, thanks be to God, is being carried on in the great, vast land of China. What has been done can be done again and again. Jesus said to 'every creature' and He meant just what He said. Charles Cowman laid down his life in literally obeying the last commission; and shall we, who live and remain to witness the afterglow of that rarely beautiful life, rest on our oars while millions die? Nay, we take up the torch that fell from his hands and on, on we press into the midnight lands. 

"He simply said, 'Come follow!' And His footsteps led me clear up into Lapland amid the deep forests back where the Laplanders live in the bitter cold, where the mode of travel is on sledges drawn by reindeers, or on skis, leaping over the hills and mountains primitive life. Yes. it is there that the poor Lapps live in their huts made of skins. Live? Yes, they live and they die. The people gathered in schoolhouses, traveling miles and miles over the deep snow, and in the high snowstorms almost blinding and many of them found Jesus. What a glorious time we had in Lapland! We left several fine Christian workers there who have spent the winter visiting the Lapps' huts and bringing souls to the One who so loved that He came. Trophies of Calvary! 

"Plans were made and prayed over for giving Finland and Lapland, as nations, the Word in every home. And then, miracle of miracles, He sent us to Esthonia, a little country to the north of Finland. There everything was in readiness Esthonia opened wide her arms they simply took the Water of Life proffered them, and a glorious work goes on and evangelists are going from home to home with the Word and many are seeing a great light and are 'Coming, coming, yes, they are.' My Esthonian audiences wept until there was a row of tears of joy, not sorrow, and never in any place in my entire lifetime have I seen such joy-lit faces. They had prayed for years for revival and they believed God had sent the answer. 

"Not one word of the languages could I understand, but love is the universal language of the world and my heart was knit to them in a special way for it was an Esthonian hand, under God's, that held the wheel of the cargo boat, as we passed through the raging tempest and to them I was sent to God. * * * 

"As we appear before Him on that day we want, through His power, to stand there unashamed, with trophies to lay at His pierced feet." 

And with this, dear readers, we close. If through reading this report of the Lord's workings in our midst, you have caught a glimpse of His glory and power; a picture of the ripeness of these felds; and a vision of the lost, to the extent that you, too, will be different in your praying, in your giving and to your burden for souls, we shall praise Him. Tears have fallen in the writing; they may fall in the reading, but if it means tears that will water the seeds being sown, we know there will be an abundant harvest; and even greater glory shall be in the midst 

"The seed that I've planted in springtime with weeping, 

And watered with tears and with dew from on High; 

Another may shout while the harvesters reaping 

Shall gather my grain in the sweet by and by. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-3
A God-Planned Life 
Ephesians 2:8-12 ; Romans 12:1-3 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We read of Epaphras that he prayed for the saints that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

The will of God toward us should ever be the chief quest of our lives. What does God want me to do, and what does He want me to be? that is the supreme question for each of us. 

On one occasion certain ones told Christ that His mother and His brethren sought Him. The Lord said, "Who is My mother? and who are My brethren? * * whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in Heaven." 

Of Himself, Christ said, "Lo, I come: in the volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God." 

The will of God should be our chief delight. 

There are some people who imagine that God's will is to be dreaded. Shall we imagine that a loving, Heavenly Father would seek the undoing of the obedient and yielded life? God forbid. God said, "Oh that My people had hearkened unto Me, * * I * * should have fed them with the finest of the wheat." 

We need to be like Habakkuk, who said: "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto me." Along with these words from the Prophet we need to link the words of Mary, which she spoke to the servants at Cana of Galilee, concerning the water pots, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." 

When David Livingstone was found by Henry M. Stanley, he was far from civilization, in the heart of Africa. Stanley pled with him to return to England, where great honor from royalty and from the masses awaited him. Livingstone is refuted to have said, "I would rather be in Africa in the will of God, than to be feasted and feted by royalty in England." 

Let the chief quest of our life, then, be God's precious will. 

The Lord is all my life, and light, 

He leads me through the darkest night; 

His will is mine throughout each day, 

My will, to please Him ev'ry way. 

In Him I find my greatest joy, 

My riches are without alloy; 

I know no pleasure, but His will, 

I seek His orders to fulfill. 

I am for Him, He is for me, 

In Him, my all in all, I see; 

I seek the favor of His face, 

My highest joy, His smile, His grace. 

I. GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE BELIEVER'S LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS (Ephesians 2:8-10 ) 
1. By grace have ye been saved. As we think of what we were in sin, and of what we are since we are saved, we can say that God by grace hath saved us. There is nothing that we could have done which could have wrought the change. We had never come to God except love had sought us, except the Blood had bought us, and except grace had brought us to the fold. 

2. Through faith are ye saved. God's grace became operative in us only as our faith accepted the Calvary work of Christ in our behalf. There is a passage in Hebrews which reads: "He that cometh to God must believe that He is." 

Salvation is through faith, but even that faith is the gift of God. 

3. Not by works are we saved. It is not by anything which we could have done that we found Christ. Before we were saved our works were dead works, unacceptable with God. Even our righteousnesses were but filthy rags in His sight. 

"Could our tears forever flow, 

Could our deeds no respite know; 

All for sin could not atone, 

Christ must save, and He alone." 

4. We are His workmanship. Our redemption was purposed by the Father, made possible by the Son, and perfected by the Holy Ghost. The new man is God's workmanship, because the new man is created by God in Christ Jesus. It is impossible for us to create anything. 

We read, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." We are a new creature, because we are a new creation. It is for this cause that we read again, "Put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness." 

Let us remember first of all that we are God's workmanship, God's creation. 

II. THE BELIEVER IS CREATED UNTO GOOD WORKS (Ephesians 2:10 ) 
1. Good works could not save us. We would not tarry here long. This was plainly set forth when it was stated that we were saved, not by works. We would emphasize, however, this needed message. 

From many sides do we hear the words, "I am doing the best I know"; or, "I am doing all I can." Some say that they are trying to be Christians, or, that they are endeavoring to love everybody. They think that if they pay their debts and go to church, and do unto others as they would be done by, that they are saved. All such hopes are vain. 

2. We are saved unto good works. We can do nothing to become a Christian. We should do everything that becomes one. Before our salvation our works were dead works, evil works, unacceptable to God. Since our salvation we are called to good works. We are taught that we should walk in them. 

The harvest fields are calling for laborers, and we are God's husbandry. 

There is a significant Scripture which we wish to quote. It is short, but vital: "To every man his work." Let no one think that he has nothing to do. God has called us into fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, we are called into partnership. These words may be summed up thus: God has called you into business with His Son. This is the opening thought of the first Epistle to the Corinthians. The words are found in the ninth verse of chapter one. 

Let us pass now to the last verse of chapter fifteen, which reads: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

Thus, the call of the first chapter of Corinthians is a call into business with Christ; the call of the fifteenth chapter is a plea to give attention to business. 

III. THE BELIEVER IS CREATED UNTO A SPECIFIED WORK (Ephesians 2:10 ) 
1. Our work is a work which God hath afore-ordained. Perhaps you noticed the words which are in the key text, "Created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained." These words carry us back into the eternal ages past. They suggest God to us as a great Architect, planning out the details of His marvelous and far-reaching creation. 

No Christian is created with a hit and miss life before him. The Great Architect planned the work of your life to fit in with the work of every other life. If the service of one life is broken and incomplete, the whole picture must be more or less marred thereby. 

The human architect who plans the great skyscraper has in his mind the whole building, even down to the minutest detail, before the first spade of dirt is dug, and the building is begun. He draws his plan, putting his thoughts into concrete form. He shows just how the building will look when completed. He gives to the contractor specifications of where each timber is to be placed, each steel girder is to be erected. He even specifies with marvelous exactness the amount of all material needed. 

Did God know less about our life than the architect knows about his building? 

2. The work which God fore-ordained is a specified work. God has made a plan which He reveals, telling to each one, step by step, what he is to do, where he is to go. We read, "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John." Are we not all sent of God? 

The Lord said to Jonah, "Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee." God said unto Jeremiah, "Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak." 

We are all willing to grant that John the Baptist, and Jonah, and Jeremiah, and all preachers have a special call, to a special city, with a special service, but are we willing to grant that every believer has a similar call? 

IV. THE BELIEVER'S DEDICATION TO HIS TASK (Ephesians 2:10 ) 
The last words of this remarkable verse linger with us. They read, "That we should walk in them." When God first spoke to Jonah, he went down to Joppa, and took ship to Tarshish. We all know the result. Let us make this our first thought: 

1. Punishment awaits the life that refuses God's plan. God sent forth a great storm after Jonah. Then God prepared a great fish, and commanded it to swallow up Jonah. It was only after an experience of deep anguish, when the weeds were wrapped around Jonah's neck; and, after Jonah had prayed from the belly of the fish, that God finally spake to the fish to vomit up Jonah upon the dry land. 

Think you, that you can trample God's plan for your life under your feet, and prosper? 

2. Blessing awaits the life that undertakes God's task. Abraham, the ancient seer, implicitly obeyed God. Therefore God said to him: "Because thou hast done this * * in blessing I will bless thee." 

A rich merchant was asked, by the queen, to go on a mission for the crown. He demurred, urging that his absence would wreck his business. The queen is said to have replied, "You attend to my business, and I will attend unto yours." He went, as she requested. She, in turn, sent tremendous orders in to those who sold his goods. 

Let us come to God determined to walk in His will and to do His work. Have we not remembered the promise of God, "Go, and I will go before thee"? Are we willing to undertake for God? Are we ready to walk in His fore-ordained work? 

Moses demurred, when God called him to go, saying that he was slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. Then God was displeased, and said, "Who hath made man's mouth? * * have not I the Lord?" "Go," and "Certainly I will be with thee." Let us go forward, even as God hath spoken, and God will work for us. 

V. THE BELIEVER'S RATIONAL SERVICE (Romans 12:1 ) 
We now turn from our first Scripture, to our second. Our verse suggests three things 

1. The mercies of God. The word, therefore, as a rule, demands a backward look. Paul says, "I beseech you, therefore." Paul, in the Spirit, is turning his face back on the "mercies of God" which have so wonderfully been outlined for us in the preceding chapters of Romans. When, we think of how we were sinners, helpless in our sins, and all undone; when we think of how God sent Christ that we might be justified freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; when we think of how, by faith, we were saved; and of how the grace of God super-abounded unto our eternal life; when we think of how God delivered us from the power and dominion of sin, and gave us victory in our daily walk in the Holy Ghost; then we are constrained to present our bodies a living sacrifice unto God. 

2. The presentation of our bodies. Why is it that we are asked to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, wholly, acceptable unto God? It is because the body is the implement of our service. 

Miss Havergal wrote, "Take my lips," "take my voice," "take my hands," "take my feet," "take my heart," and she put these thoughts into beautiful poetical form. She was wise in this, for God needs the members of our body, that with them He may serve the multitudes. 

3. The rational service. The Bible speaks of our "sacrifice," and of our "consecration," as a reasonable, that is, a rational service. We are not requested to do a rash thing, but a rational thing. How could we do less than to give our bodies unto Him? Did Jesus Christ not give His body, in the anguish of death, for us? He said, "This cup is * * My Blood, which is shed for you," and, "This is My body, which is broken for you." Then let us bring our bodies to Him. 

VI. THE BELIEVER'S NON-CONFORMITY (Romans 12:2 ) 
1. "Be not conformed to this world." If we are going to walk in the will and work of God, we dare not follow the voice of men. In the world we shall have tribulation. The Lord has said, "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world." 

He also said, "The world hateth you." We are familiar with the words, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world." If, therefore, we would seek to do the work of God, and would yield ourselves wholly unto Him, we dare not be conformed unto the world. 

We should not conform ourselves to the world, because the world by wisdom has not known God. Its ways are not our ways. Its thoughts are not our thoughts. Our citizenship is in Heaven, not in the world; our treasures are there, not here. We are tent dwellers down here; we are strangers and pilgrims. We are living, looking for a city whose Builder and Maker is God. Let us therefore be not conformed to this world. 

2. "Be ye transformed." In II Corinthians we read, that as we, with open face, behold the glory of the Lord, we are, "Changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

The word "changed" which we have just quoted, carries with it the same thought, as the word "transformed" in our key verse. 

Mark you, if we are conformed to this world, we can never be transformed by the renewing of our mind. If we would be transformed, we must behold as in a glass the glory of our Lord. 

When Jesus Christ was on the mount with Peter, James, and John, Moses and Elias appeared with Him in glory. Then we read that Jesus was transfigured. His face became radiant with glory, and His raiment was white and glistening. This is what we want. We want to be transformed, that is, transfigured. 

"In the secret of His presence, 

How my soul delights to hide; 

Oh, how precious are the lessons 

Which I learn at Jesus' side; 

Earthly cares can never vex me, 

Neither trials lay me low; 

For, when Satan comes to vex me 

To the secret place I go." 

This poem would not be complete did it not carry another verse which says: 

"And whene'er you leave the presence, 

Of that hallowed meeting place, 

You must mind to bear the image 

Of the Saviour in your face." 

3. That ye may know. Now we have come to the place where we can learn God's good, and acceptable, and perfect will. It is the pathway, on the one hand, of non-conformity to the world; and, on the other hand, of being transformed by the Spirit. 

We have sought to cluster our message round the general theme of The God-planned Life. If we would know the plan of that life we must obey the injunction of Romans 12:1-21 , and present our bodies a living sacrifice unto God, unconformed to the world, and transformed by the Spirit. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Are we willing to make God Lord in our lives? 

"Choose you this day whom ye will serve." 

"In Acts 10:14 we read: 'Peter said, Not so, Lord.' Have you ever thought of what a contradiction in terms we have there? You have either to drop the words 'Not so,' or you have got to drop the word 'Lord.' I spent two hours yesterday with a lady in this tent over these words, and then I wrote them down in the margin of her Bible at the bottom of the page. I handed her the Bible and the pencil and I said, 'The time has come for you to make the decision. Are you going to score out the words, "Not so," or the word "Lord"?' There was a great struggle in her heart, and through tears she scored out the words 'Not so.' I said, 'What have you got left?' and she said, 'The Lord.' Is not the Lord enough?" W. Graham Scroggie. 

Verses 1-13
God's Call to Consecration 
Romans 12:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Permit me to enlarge upon the expression, "therefore." Our chapter opens thus: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God." 

1. There is presented a basis for God's call to consecration. God does not ask us to do something, while He does nothing. No Christian can outdo God in giving all. 

God does not ask us to do anything, that is irrational, unjust, or uncalled for. His call is to a rational service, a reasonable yielding. He does not lead us into things fanatical. 

2. The basis of God's call to consecration is "the mercies of God." What we want to do is to dig deep into God's mercies and try to ferret out what they are. In order to do this we will need to take a glimpse into the preceding chapters of Romans. 

The "therefore" and the "mercies of God," are one and the same thing. The Holy Spirit having outlined the "mercies of God" in the Book of Romans, said: "I beseech you therefore." 
(1) The "therefore" of our past sins. Romans, chapters Romans 1:1 to Romans 3:20 , fully covered the detailed account of man's sin. Both Jew and Gentile are brought into the picture, and both are declared "under sin." 

(2) The "therefore" of Christ's death for sin. Romans 3:21 to chapter 5, discusses how Christ died far sin. In these chapters righteousness through the Blood of Christ, is made possible to all who believe. The Cross is held before us, as the sole basis of redemption. That Cross is made effective in its shed Blood upon all those who receive the Atonement. 

This is a marvelous part of God's "therefore," which becomes His plea for our consecration. If He was willing to die for us, we should be willing to live for Him. 

(3) The "therefore" of the grace of God. This is set forth in five striking statements in Romans 5:1-21 . Grace is God's kindness toward us, in Christ Jesus. Grace is God, giving His Son; and, in His Son, giving us all things in salvation, sanctification and glorification. 

Grace is a plea to consecration that presents tremendous force. How can we cease to yield our all unto the all glorious Christ, when He gave His all for such an inglorious, sinful us? 

If He died for us, can we do less than live for Him? 

(4) The "therefore" of the our "victorious life." Romans 6:1-23 through to 8, outlines God's matchless purpose and plan for us, as Christians, to live in absolute victory over sin. "Sin shall not have dominion over you" this is God's last great plea to us for consecration. 

When the Spirit writes, "I beseech you therefore," He is saying, "God has made every provision for your victory. Christ not only saves you, but He places you as a conqueror over every power of the world, the flesh and devil, then He cries, I beseech you therefore." 
Let us bring ourselves this day, and lay ourselves, with our all, at His feet, to be, to go, to do, as He commands. 

I. THE PRESENTATION OF OUR BODIES (Romans 12:1 ) 
1. Why the body? When our Lord said, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice," He was thinking of the body as the implement of service. The Spirit which dwells within the body, and the soul, which also is there, has no other means of expression than the body. It is the eye that looks, the ear that hears, the feet that move, the lips which speak, the hands which help, these must be used in all the Word and work of God. 

The body, in itself, and apart from the soul and spirit, is as helpless and useless as any other human mechanism. 

You perhaps have observed how, in the 6th chapter of Romans, the Lord combines both the self life, and the body, in His call to consecration. On the one hand, He says: "Yield yourselves unto God"; while, on the other hand, He says: "Yield ye your members * * unto God." Both are to be yielded as servants, to obey the voice of the Lord. 

2. How the body is to be presented. 
(1) It is to be presented a living sacrifice. God does not ask us to be crucified. We are not called upon to die. We are called upon, however, to live for God. If Christ gave Himself for us, as a sacrifice in His death; we surely can give ourselves to Him, as a sacrifice in our lives. 

(2) It is to be presented a holy sacrifice. There is something very sacred about presenting our bodies to God. They are to be holy, because they are designated for holy purposes and holy use. God does not want our bodies for any impure service. He wants them in the realm of those deeds which are announced by Him as pure and clean and holy. 

(3) It is to be presented as an acceptable sacrifice. God accepts what we bring. He does not spurn our offering. He graciously receives it. To those who accept Him as a Saviour, He stands ready to accept as a sacrifice. 

II. HOW TO DISCOVER GOD'S WILL IN OUR LIVES (Romans 12:2 ) 
1. We must present ourselves to God. God is not willing to give His orders and His will unto hearts and lives which are not upon His altar of service. Why should the Master give His plan into the hands of rebellious and unwilling servants. 

If we are ready to do, to go, and to be, God is ready to tell us what to do, where to go, and what He wants us to do. Let no one, therefore, who is not living with his body and his all upon God's altar vainly imagine that he can walk in God's will. 

God said: "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; * *? For I know him, that he will * *." When God sees we are willing to obey His voice, He will discover unto us His will. 

2. We must not be conformed to this world. How can we expect to know the will that emanates from another world, if we are conforming our lives to the will of this world? 

We are not of the world, but we are called out of the world. Shall we then live according to the world? If we want to know the voice of God, we must have a deaf ear to the voice of men. He who thinks the world's thoughts, walks the world's way and does the world's deeds can never know the thoughts, the way, and the will of God. 

3. We must be renewed in the spirit of our minds. The natural mind does not and cannot receive the things which are of God. The only things that our natural mind can understand are the things of man. 

If we would know the things of God, we must be renewed in the spirit of our mind. That is, we must be spiritually minded. "For what man knoweth the things * * of God * * but the Spirit of God." 

III. DO ALL GET GOD'S BEST? (Romans 12:2 , l. c) 
1. There is the good will of God. Perhaps there is no one who would deign to imagine that all believers stand perfect and complete in all of the will of God. If this be true, Epaphras, the beloved servant, would scarcely have prayed that God's saints might have His best will, and all His will. 

For our part, we fear that many believers have never gone far enough to even get into God's good will. The good will of God works out for us our good. If we are standing in that will, God's good will, we are blest. 

2. There is the acceptable will of God. When we are standing in this will, we are standing in the place of approval. We have access to our Father. He does not hold anything against us. This is a blessed place in which to stand. 

3. There is the perfect will of God. As we think of it, this is a long step beyond God's good will, and also beyond God's acceptable will. It was in the perfect will of God that Jesus Christ walked. He said: "I do always those things that please Him." He did not finish a part but all of the work which God gave Him to do. He was never out of the will of God. 

In the Old Testament, Job approached unto the perfect will of God. He did not reach it perhaps, but he was, at least, a man that was perfect and upright, one that feared God, and eschewed evil. He was not perfect in God's will, perhaps, but he was above all the men upon the earth, for God said, "There is none like him in the earth." 

One thing I know, for my part, I choose God's perfect will. I desire it, and seek it. We trust that everyone takes this same ground. 

IV. THINKING SOBERLY (Romans 12:3 ) 
1. The sin of pride. The first part of our verse says; "Not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think." How easy it is for us to become self-boastful and self-proud. 

Satan played a trump card when he said unto the woman, "Ye shall be as gods." That spirit of pride, engendered in the first woman, has been passed on down from generation to generation. 

The Word of God, from one end to another, carries with it stories of men who reveled in the exaltation of self. This spirit of pride will find itself consummated in the antichrist, who will set himself up as above God, and all that is called God. 

2. The need of sober thinking. We are expressly told to think soberly. Here is a word that forbids deep forebodings and discouragement relative to ourselves. While some are proud of themselves, others may become altogether carried away with an "inferiority complex." We believe, however, that this twentieth century terminology has been used to cover a multitude of sins. 

However, we should think soberly, recognizing that in Christ Jesus we are called unto a definite and magnificent work, unto a testimony relative to things Divine. We must not forget that while we are nothing of ourselves, yet, in Christ we can do all things, because He strengtheneth us. While we of ourselves are nothing, yet in Him we are sons, representatives of a Heavenly court. 

3. The recognition of God's gifts to as. The latter clause of our verse says: That "God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." It is this faith which links us on to God, in the highest, and makes possible in and through us, the mighty conquests of faith. The victories of faith are wonderful. Study Hebrews 11:1-40 . 

V. ONE BODY BUT MANY MEMBERS (Romans 12:4-5 ) 
1. There are many members in one body. The reference is to the human body as typical of the Body of Christ. In our bodies we all recognize the fact of distinctive members, God has said: "For the body is not one member, but many." It is for this cause that the foot cannot say: "Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body." Neither can the ear say: "Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body." 

It would be a sorry body indeed "if the whole body were an eye, then where were the hearing?" On the other hand, "if the whole body were hearing, where were the smelling?" Therefore, it is written: "But now hath God set the members every one in the body, as it hath pleased Him." 

Because the members have different functions, they can-riot say, "I am not of the body." The fact that each member has its own function forces it to the realization that it has need for every other member of the body. 

This God uses as an argument to keep schism out of the body. 

2. There are many members with various offices. Romans 12:6 tells us that we have gifts differing according to the grace that is given unto us. The gifts of the Spirit are subject to the Spirit. We may seek earnestly the best gifts, and yet, the Spirit will give us severally as He will. 

It is true, nevertheless, that what He wills, is best for us, as well as for Him. 

What we need, as individual Christians, is to discover our own gift, and to cultivate it, and use it. If God has given us one talent, or two, or ten, He expects us to multiply them. There is no place for any part of the body to become inactive. If a member of the body is inactive, it will soon wither away, dry up, and die. 

3. Each member is joined to the body in love. We must not forget that every one. of us is a member together with everyone else. In Ephesians we read of our growing "up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." 

VI. THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT (Romans 12:6-8 ) 
The verses before us set forth numerous gifts. 

1. The gift of prophecy. Prophecy is speaking unto edification. It is mentioned first in our list of gifts, and it is, in fact, the chief gift of the Spirit, so far as the realm of service and activity is concerned. 

2. The gift of ministering. When we speak of ministering, we think of serving one another. The preacher is commonly called the minister, because his work is not alone in the pulpit, but in the home. He goes about doing good, bearing burdens, comforting, strengthening, uplifting. 

3. The gift of teaching. He that teacheth, is to wait on teaching. The teacher of the Word holds no small place in the body. Teaching exalts Christ; teaching opens up before men the marvelous messages of the Word of God. 

4. The gift of exhortation. The exhorter may be a teacher, and he may prophesy, but exhortation as a rule carries with it the thought of presenting God's warnings against sin; and God's call to righteousness and holy living. We exhort men to turn from every evil way. We exhort them to take up their cross and follow Christ. We exhort them to live righteously, soberly, and godly, in this present world. 

5. The gift of giving. We cannot cover all the gifts of the Spirit. However, we are happy that giving is included among spiritual gifts. Our admonition is to give "with simplicity." There must be nothing of. flourish, nothing of boast in our giving. As we abound in every grace, let us abound in this grace also. 

VII. VARIOUS ADMONITIONS (Romans 12:9-13 ) 
As we hurriedly run over the final admonitions of our verses, let us remember that they are all written to us in the light of a consecrated life. 

God is speaking to those who. have brought their bodies and presented them to Him, as a living sacrifice. 

1. There is the call to a holy love. Romans 12:9 says, "Let love be without dissimulation." Our love should be toward all men, and not to a chosen few, Our love should be without reserve. It should be rich, and full, in its expressions. A love that is to all will not say to the rich man, sit here in the seat of honor, and to the poor man, stand thou there in the place of a vassal. 

2. There is the call to right choosing. We are to "abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good." Both descriptive words are vital to this verse. Evil is not merely to be shunned. It is to be abhorred. 

3. There is the call to tender affections. Romans 12:10 says: "Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love." Language could not be more expressive. True affection, is kind; true love, is brotherly. 

4. There is the call to fervent serving. God has no place for the slothful, and to the idler. He wants those who serve in the business world, to serve with fervor of spirit. Whether in the Church, or, in the business world, He wants us to be serving the Lord. In other words, "whether therefore, yet eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 

5. There is the call to rejoicing and patience. We are to rejoice in hope, and to be patient in tribulation. We may not rejoice always in our present affliction, but we can rejoice in our coming deliverance. We may not rejoice in the sin and shame that dominates earth's cities, but we May rejoice in the holiness and glory of the Heavenly City. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
True consecration means living for others: 

A discouraged young doctor in one of our large cities was visited by his father who came up from a rural district. "Well, son," he said, "how are you getting along?" ''I'm not getting along at all," was the answer. The old man's countenance fell, but be spoke of courage and patience and hope. Later in the day he went with his son to the free dispensary. He sat by in silence, while twenty-five poor unfortunates received help. When the door had been closed upon the last one, the old man burst out, "I thought you told me you were doing nothing. Why, if I had helped twenty-five people in a month, I would thank God that my life counted for something." "There isn't any money in it though," explained the son. "Money!" the old man shouted. "What is money in comparison with being of use to your fellow men?" 

Rev. J. J. Wright 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 8-14
A New Year Message 
Romans 13:8-14 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As one faces the New Year there are usually two dominant things that confront the thoughtful: 1. What about the year that has passed? 2. What about the New Year that is about to dawn? Let us think on these for just a few moments. 

1. Are we satisfied with the year gone by? Perhaps all would answer, "No" not altogether satisfied. There are none of us but wish we might have done more for God, and also for men. Yet, granting all this, are we able to say that we have run a good race, fought a good fight, and kept the faith? Have we lived above the power and dominion of sin? Have we bought up the days as they swept past, and redeemed the time? 

Remember, if our own hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts. If we are far from satisfied with our own faithfulness and victory in Him, how could He be satisfied? Let us not think that we are boasting in ourselves when we stand before God without self-condemnation. The Apostle Paul said, "I know nothing by (against) myself"; then, should we? The Apostle also said, "Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men." Should we not, also, so exercise ourselves? 

If we do, it is because Christ leads us in the train of His triumph. If we do, it is because we are walking in the Spirit, and not in the flesh. 

2. Whether we are or are not satisfied with the past year, what about the New Year now before us? Let us determine now that the New Year shall be met, day by day, in the power of the new life in Christ Jesus. We will lean upon Him, and be led by His Spirit. This means a full surrender; a happy and prompt obedience to the Lord. 

I. RESOLUTION NUMBER 1: WE WILL RENDER TO ALL THEIR DUES (Romans 13:7 ) 
Here is a motto we may well follow for the New Year: "Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour." 

This motto covers our obligations to men. There are many things we owe the government, our rulers, our country, our state, our city, and our neighborhood. No Christian should overlook these things. As saints we should always carry a good report among them who are without. We should do good to all men, not alone to those who are of the household of faith. 

Christians honor God when they honor the state, because the state is God's minister unto us for good. It is God's executor against evildoers. To dishonor the state, therefore, is to resist the ordinances of God; and it will bring upon our selves condemnation. 

Christians should pay tribute and custom, such as the law requires. To seek to evade this duty ensures a tendency to disown our obligations toward God. 

Christians should be faithful to the individual. Upon the second stone of God's Law were written six Commandments which no believer dare sidestep, if he would please God. 

II. RESOLUTION NUMBER 2: WE WILL PAY OUR DEBT OF LOVE (Romans 13:8 ) 
We are told to owe no man anything, but to love one another. This truly sets aside any refusal to pay any just debt to any man. We are to owe no man anything whatsoever. However, we can never fully pay our debt of love, for this debt lingers with us for aye. It is for this reason that the Word says, "Owe no man any thing, but to love one another"; because this debt of love we always owe, and can never fully pay. 

The Apostle said three things in Romans 1:1-32 : 

First, he said, "I am debtor." He was debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians; both to the wise and the unwise. 

We, too, are debtors to every man under Heaven. We owe them the love of God as manifested in Christ, and as set forth in the Gospel of His grace. 

Secondly, he said, "I am ready." He was ready to preach the good news which he owed. He was ready, so much as in him lay the power, to proclaim that message of love. He was ready to love and to tell. Are we ready? Have we added our best effort in this great ministry of love? 

Thirdly, Paul said, "I am not ashamed." Surely we can also be ready to pay our debt to all men, unashamed of our message, for we know that it is the power of God, through faith, unto salvation to all who believe. 

III. RESOLUTION NUMBER 3: I WILL WORK NO ILL TOWARD MY NEIGHBOR (Romans 13:9-10 ) 
How true is the word, "Love worketh no ill to his neighbour." Paying this debt, then, works only good to our neighbor. It is love that suffereth long, and is kind. It is love that beareth all things, and endureth all things. No wonder, therefore, that the saint is told to "walk in love." 

Love does not kill, nor steal, nor bear false witness against a neighbor; neither does it covet a neighbor's goods, nor work shame to a neighbor's person. 

Love is God's chief gift to His children. It is by love that we are to conquer all evil, and accomplish all good one toward another. 

If we walk without love, we walk in sin and harm to those who dwell about us, and we injure our own selves also. 

IV. RESOLUTION NUMBER 4: WE WILL FULFILL THE LAW (Romans 13:10 , l. c) 
The second stone of the Law of God, as expressed in the Commandments, establishes God's conception of man's highest good toward his neighbor. We can reach this highest good only by keeping the Law, and we can keep the Law toward our neighbor only by walking in love, for love is the fulfillment of the Law, Our resolution number 4 cannot be kept by a mere determined purpose in our heart. It cannot be kept by dogged effort. The fulfillment of the Law toward God, or toward our neighbor, is not an effort at all; it is a result of being filled with love. This is the fruit of the Spirit. The love that fulfills the Law is not inherent in our human nature, because human nature is corrupt according to deceitful lusts. Human nature is full of envy, murder, deceit, malignity, and of all unclean things. No, the world can never get beyond the sway of hatred, and of malice, and of evil working toward a neighbor, until it acknowledges the sway of love, as made potent through the indwelling of the Spirit of God. 

V. RESOLUTION NUMBER 5: WE WILL AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP (Romans 13:11 ) 
There are too many who, like Peter, and James, and John, are sleeping when they should be watching. Too many lounge about when they should be working. Let us adopt for a motto during this year, "Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep." We have slept long enough. We have been inactive, unconcerned, too long. Souls are being lost, and what are we doing to carry to them the Gospel? The Macedonian cry is being heard, but we are slow to go over and help the ones who cry. 

Let those of us who have slept, sleep no more. Even now we hear the voice of our Lord, saying, "Go work to day in My vineyard." We cannot afford to be idle while millions have never heard the message of salvation. We cannot afford to hold back our money while men and women, the choicest of our churches, are ready to go out and proclaim the truth of the Gospel. 

It is true that our own salvation is nearer than when we believed. The Lord may come at any moment. Our opportunity to serve may pass at any time; so let us awake. 

Shall we not give one last long shout of salvation, giving the lost their opportunity to be saved before our Lord shall appear, and before we shall be taken away from these earthly scenes? 

VI. RESOLUTION NUMBER 6: WE WILL CAST OFF THE WORKS OF DARKNESS (Romans 13:12-13 ) 
Our key verses are wonderful. They say: "The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying." Here are a group of New Year's mottoes that we may well adopt: 

1. We will cast off the works of darkness. We will partake of them no more. We are children of the light and of the day, not of the darkness and of the night. How then can we walk in the darkness? God has said: "What communion hath light with darkness?" 

2. We will put on the armor of light. The Christian's armor is described for us in Ephesians 6:1-24 . Its helmet is salvation; its breastplate is righteousness; its shield is faith; its sword is the Word of God; its feet are shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace. This is the armor of light; and this, by God's help, we will wear. 

3. We will walk honestly, as in the day. They who work evil, work in the night. The children of darkness crave the darkness to hide their deeds. We, however, who walk honestly. are not afraid of the shadows; yet we love the light, that our deeds may be made manifest that they are wrought of God. They who are drunk, are drunk in the night; they who riot, riot in the night. From such things we have long since turned away. 

VII. RESOLUTION NUMBER 7: WE WILL PUT ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (Romans 13:14 ) 
Here is a marvelous possibility. Has it ever occurred to us that we might put Christ on as one puts on a garment? We have often thought of being robed in the righteousness of our Lord. Now we learn that we can even put Him on, that we may be clothed with God. 

Putting on Christ makes the putting off of the old man, which is corrupt according to deceitful lusts, a necessity. 

Putting on Christ means, of necessity, that we shall make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. If we walk in the Spirit we shall not, we cannot, walk in the flesh. No man can serve two masters. Will it not make a wonderful year to us if we put on the Lord Jesus? if we walk in His love? if we work in His power, and fulfill His will? 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
An English dredger and quarryman having been converted, was assailed by the head of a clan of theological specialists, whose chief delight lay in proving everyone else to be ignorant and wrong. This man was always urging the dredger to a public argument about the Bible, but at last was silenced by a counter challenge from the latter, who said: "I can't argue about the Bible with you; you are too clever for me, but I'll have you on works any day, We will hire a hall, and let alt the people come. Then you tell them all you know about me, and I'll tell them all I know about you, and then let them judge which religion is best yours or mine." Needless to say, this challenge was not accepted, "By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:35 ). Acts tell more than words. 
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Verses 1-16
The Women of the Early Church 
Romans 16:1-16 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is, perhaps, no one chapter in the Bible which so marvelously reveals the womanhood of the early church, as the women described in Romans 16:1-27 . The women of this chapter are those who were associated with Paul in his ministry, his missionary journeys, and his spiritual labors. 

1. A strange statement concerning Paul and Christian women. Not long ago, a woman came to us quite excited, I would say almost wrathy. She said, "I don't like the Apostle Paul!" I said, "What do you have against him?" She said, "He did not like the women." 

When I made further inquiry, I quickly discerned that she knew nothing about Paul's attitude toward the Christian women of his day. Of course, I knew that she referred to the statement of the Holy Spirit through Paul, "Let your women keep silence in the churches." She utterly ignored the distinct and definite testimonies of the same Holy Spirit, through the same Apostle, relative to the abundant labors of the women in the early Church. 

2. The women and their place in Divine service. In the Old Testament there were some outstanding women who were used of God in a very remarkable way. We choose, however, to hold ourselves exclusively to the women of the New Testament in our general survey. 

It was during the life of Christ that women were often in spiritual contact with their Lord. Mary Magdalene, Mary Johanna, Mary the sister of Martha; and Mary, the mother of Jesus, were all of them recognized as honored servants of the Lord, but the "Marys" did not stand alone in this service. There were other women who received and welcomed Him, and who faithfully served Him. 

In the life of the Apostle Paul, as set forth in the Book of Acts, God's women hold a prominent place. Where is one more beautiful of character, and more humble of spirit than Lydia, the business woman, and seller of purple? It was she who led off in the prayer meeting where Paul was wont to go. Think of Dorcas, that woman who was so honored in the Church. When she lay in death, Peter was called, and they said to Peter, Behold, all the "garments which Dorcas made" for the poor. Peter, without hesitancy, took Dorcas by the hand, and said to her, "Tabitha, arise." She was too valuable a woman to be lost to the Church by death, and God gave her back again. 

Thus we might go on, but time fails us. It is still true in our day as it was in the days of the Old and New Testaments: the women who publish the glorious tidings are a great host. It is still true that they are serving through every possible persecution and danger. They think it is nothing to be tried with cruel mockings, scourgings, with bonds, and with imprisonments. 

3. May we suggest, as we close our opening remarks, that the womanhood of the twentieth century owes its greater share of freedom and honor to the Bible and to the Christian church? Wherever the Bible goes, womanhood is delivered from the chains of superstition, into that place of recognition which is due her sex. In the Church God has definitely said "there is neither male nor female." Man is neither of a superior intelligence, nor of superior service. To be sure, the man is the head of the house; however, no sooner had the Spirit said that women should be subject to their husbands, than He added, even "as the Church is subject unto Christ." Then the Spirit gave the tremendous warning, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church." 

I. PHEBE, OUR SISTER (Romans 16:1-2 ) 
1. A hallowed relationship between Phebe and the Church. Phebe is spoken of as "our sister." In other words, the church is a great family plan where the relationship between members should be that of Divine family ties. Phebe is "our sister." Paul called himself, more than once, "brother," and he spoke of other saints, as his brethren. Likewise, Paul spoke of certain ones whom he had led to Christ, as his "sons." Would that we kept more of this holy relationship in view. Do you not remember how God has spoken of the Church as the "whole family in Heaven and earth"? God is our Father; and ail we be brethren. 

2. A servant faithful in her task. The Spirit speaks of Phebe as a servant of the Church which is at Cenchrea. The Greek word for servant is " diakonis ." The word is sometimes translated "minister"; other times, "deacon." Some one suggested that the word really comes from two words: " dia " and " konis ," meaning, "through the dust." At least, Phebe held a place in the Church which might today be called that of a "deaconess." She knew what it was to serve in the spiritual realm and to serve faithfully. 

3. "A succourer of many." If we would like to know more in detail of what Phebe did, we read that "she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also." With Phebe, caring for saints in their needs, had become a "business." Paul said, "assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you." 

May we all stand ready to assist every woman who is serving others, and succoring saints. 

II. PRISCILLA AND AQUILA (Romans 16:3-5 ) 
How beautiful is the expression, "Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus." It seems to us that this salutation suggests that these saints were worthy of all honor. 

1. The woman mentioned first. Let us observe the Divine order in this record: Priscilla, and afterward, Aquila. God does not, as a rule, give the preference to the woman, but here it is so. Priscilla, evidently, was the more active of the two in Divine things. This is the case in many homes and churches. The church prayer meetings have more women than men. The missionary work of the church is usually emphasized by women, more than by men. The teaching of the children in the home, in spiritual things, is often left to the mother, or to a big sister. This is not as it should be; not that we would have the women do less, but that the men should do more. In this case, both were worthy of mention, and both were loyal helpers to Paul. 
2. The spirit of martyrdom in Priscilla and Aquila. Romans 16:4 tells us "Who have for my life laid down their own necks." They may not have been slain. Doubtless, they were not, for Paul commanded that they should be saluted; however, they had been defenders of the faith, and of great help to Paul and to the saints, even to the risking of their own personal safety. They knew how to use the Word, and how to guide saints into the truth of that Word. 

3. To them all of the Gentile churches were obligated. Paul said that unto them, "not only I give thanks, but also all the Churches of the Gentiles." 

May God help us to so live that the churches may feel led to thank God, for our ministry of love. 

III. JUNIA (Romans 16:7 ) 
We now come to a very interesting combination: Andronicus and Junia. 

1. Junia and Andronicus were kinsmen of Paul. There is a wonderful story about them, and about one or two others who were Paul's relatives in the flesh. It is a story that touches the scene on the Damascus road, when Paul was stricken with the great light from Heaven. Do you remember how the Lord said to Saul, "It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks"? 
What were the "pricks" against which Paul had kicked? The things which had already touched his heart, and pierced his soul prior to the Damascus events the things, however, against which he had kicked. We believe we are right when we say that the kicks, were the prayers of his own kinsmen whom he said "were in Christ before me." They knew of Paul's brilliancy, of the vigor of his youth, and of the intensity of his spirit. They knew he had been educated at the feet of Gamaliel. They coveted him for God. They prayed for him. They talked to him. Perhaps, they wept over him; yet, the young man, Saul, pressed on his way fighting the pricks until he was stricken down on the Damascus roadside. 

2. Junia was among Paul's fellow prisoners. Here is a sentence, thrown in, that we may not understand in its fullness. There is no other record given of how they were thrown into jail along with Paul, yet so it was. It must have been a comfort to the Apostle to have had such fellow prisoners. They were captives imprisoned for Christ's sake. 

3. Junia was a woman, and yet she was of note among the Apostles. Her name was upon their tongues. Her deeds were kept in their memories. She was recognized; she was honored. 

God grant that we may hold a place as honorable as she. 

IV. TRYPHENA AND TRYPHOSA (Romans 16:12 ) 
1. We have before us two women who labored in the Lord. To us, somehow, there is a difference between laboring in the Lord, and casual service for the Lord. The word, "labor," suggests toil; not merely work, but hard work. 

God, in writing to the seven Churches of Asia, spoke thus: "I know thy "works," then, He added, "and thy labor." He made a distinction between the two. Labor is painstaking work. It is work carried on steadfastly. We may serve the Lord, and become weary in welldoing. When we labor in the Lord, we are not quick to give up. We press on with dogged determination. By our God we overcome difficulties. Paul said, "having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day." 

2. These women not only labored, but they labored in the Lord. The student will readily grant that there are many who labor in the flesh. How much of well intended, but misdirected, work must God undo! 

Peter meant well when he struck off the ear of Malchus, however, the Lord had to work a miracle to undo the disaster of a well-meant service. If we labor in the flesh our work will be reckoned as wood, hay, and stubble; if we labor in the Lord, it will be gold, silver, and precious stones. Everything that we do in the flesh is done for effect, for self-interest, and self-honor. At least, it is not the result of pure love. When we labor in the Lord, our labor will count for time and for all eternity. 

V. THE BELOVED PERSIS (Romans 16:12 ) 
1. Here is a woman beloved among saints. She was not beloved in any carnal sense, but in a spiritual way. She was beloved the same way that Daniel was beloved. An angel came from Heaven, and said unto Daniel, "O Daniel, a man, greatly beloved"! 

Would that this might be said of us! Would that we might so live, and so act, that the saints would love its, love us because of what we are, because of what we do. and because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. 

2. The beloved Persis labored much in the Lord. Here is an ascending scale. Tryphena and Tryphosa labored in the Lord, but Persis labored much. We wonder if the difference in their labor was not due to the difference of their love. We are, at least, going to suggest that there is an indissoluble connection between the words "the beloved Persis" and the words, "which laboured much." 

In other words Persis labored because she loved. Have we not read, "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, * * it profiteth me nothing?" Giving our gifts to the poor, or giving our bodies to be burned, is not reckoned with God, unless it is the fruitage of a genuine love. Of God it is said, that He "so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son." Of God again it is said, He "commendeth His love toward us, in that, * * Christ died for us." Of Christ it is said "Having loved His own * * He loved them unto the end." Again, it is written of Him that He "loved the Church, and gave Himself for it." God give us "a labor of love." 

"Oh, Heavenly love, my heart subdue 

I would be led in triumph, too; 

Allured to live for God alone, 

And fail submissive at His throne." 

VI. HIS MOTHER AND MINE (Romans 16:13 ) 
Here is a woman whose name is not given, but her occupation is given. 

1. Rufus, the son of the unnamed mother. This Rufus is spoken of as being "chosen in the Lord." We doubt not that his mother was chosen in the Lord. Somehow we cannot but feel that Rufus, the son, bore testimony to the faith and life of his mother. We know that the Spirit wrote of Timothy of the unfeigned faith, that was first in his grandmother, and in his mother, and then in him. Thus motherhood begins to shine in roseate hues. A new glory crowns its name. A position of honor is given to the mother of Rufus. The Scripture about Rufus and his mother, brings to memory a passage in the last part of Proverbs where it is written: "Her children rise up, and call her blessed." Not only that, but "her husband also, and he praiseth her." 

2. Paul, the son, in the Lord, of the unnamed mother. Paul says, in the Spirit, "Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine." Have you ever seen a woman who seemed a mother to us all? Her character was so beautiful; her words of wisdom, of comfort, of advice, were so sincere, so considerate, so tender, that everyone called her mother. She was, indeed, a mother to her own; but she was, also, a mother to everyone. Her life was a rose of love in full bloom, the fragrance of which filled the whole Church. When she entered the building, all the sons arose to greet her; they bowed before her; they were ready always to help her, to take her arm, and lead her to her seat in the church. 

VII. THE ELECT LADY (2 John 1:1 ) 
Let us turn to the Second Epistle of John and read the greetings there expressed to the "elect lady and her children." Once more, no name is given, and, yet, the elect lady stands forth in a radiance of glory unequaled, and, perhaps, surpassing any glory that surrounds any man. 

1. The lady is elect. We think the expression, "elect," refers not merely to the fact that she was elect of God, but of man: that is, she was "elect" because she was "excellent." She stood among womanhood both "selected" and "elected." 

2. The lady is the mother of children. Thank God that her motherhood is mentioned. She had a home. She was a mother. The trivial cares, the daily tasks, the perplexing situations that befall every woman and mother in home life, befell her. However, she rose above them. She shone in her home as a luminary shines, when the shadows lower. She was a star singing songs in the night. The glory, however, of her motherhood was revealed in her children. Behold how the aged John rejoiced greatly, because he found her children walking in the truth. Her children were not only saved, but they were obedient to the faith once delivered. 

3. The elect lady was beloved in the truth. John takes the word, "love," out of every possible evil conception, and safeguards it by saying, of "the elect lady * * whom I love in the truth," and then he adds, "and not I only, but also all they who have known the truth." 

It was not so much the woman, but the truth which she held, that made her precious and elect. Ere the Second Epistle of John closes, we read these touching words, "The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The women of the early Church were workers. 

It happened in a hospital in India. One of the women of a certain town had been sick for a long while, with a disease which, according to the native doctors, was incurable. She was a woman of means, and had tried one after another of the doctors in her own and neighboring towns. She finally heard of the wonderful cures being effected by the medical missionaries in the hospital established in a town some distance from where she lived. After much persuasion she managed to get permission from her husband to go to this place and see it the "Christians" could do anything for her. When she arrived at the hospital she had to undergo an examination, and the verdict was that she could be thoroughly cured if she stayed at the hospital for a month. During this time she received the kindest care and the most scientific treatment, and daily improved physically, At the same time her spiritual welfare was not neglected. She was instructed in the Christian religion, and told about the "Great Physician," who can heal, not the body only, but also the soul, so that by the time she was entirely cured she had accepted this "Great Physician" as her Saviour. When the time came for her to leave the hospital she clung to the missionaries and implored them to let her stay with them. But the missionary said, "There's your husband; he is not a Christian. Go home to your husband and tell him how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee," And she went back to her native town telling about the "Great Physician," with the result that not only her husband, but scores of her friends accepted this same "Great Physician" as their Saviour also. 

Marguerite Brandt. 

